
BIOGRAPHICAL 

JUDGE JOHS PE-1RSC)S. 

Judge John Pears011 probab1~- took as 
active part in the (lei-elopuent oi Danville as 
ally other one nlan. and his efforts were not 
alone aloi~g one line. He did not merely 
coiltribute to the business grou-th of the 
city, but gave liberally of his ineans to the 
support of churches. and moreoyer he shed 
around him inuch of life's sunshine. because 
of his kindly. benerolen t spirit. his ready 
srrnpathy and his tired ai~cld true friendship. 
Tllus it was that Danrille 101-ed and honored 
him and readily ackno~\-leclged her indel~ted- 
ness to him for 1~11at he accomplishecl in 
her behalf. 

Judge Pearsoil 11-as born in .-\\-oil. Neu- 
York, in January, 1802. His forefathers 
came from England to -America. settling in 
Connecticut, and at an early- day representa- 
tives of the family became residents of 
Avon, being among the first settlers of 
western New York. The first of the name in 
this country was Rev. Abraham Pearson. 
who came from yorksl~ire. England, in 1639. 
His son, 11-ho was also Rev. -Abraham Pear- 
son. was the first president of College. 
and died in Killingworth. Connecticut. in 
1707, at the age of sisty-one years. John 
Pearson. the father of the Judge, 11-as the 

1. 

sixth child born to Ephraiin and Hannah 
Pearson. his birth occurring in the town of 
Tolland. Connectic~~t, in ,1765, while he 
died in ~l-estenl Sew York, at the age of 
fort>--seven years. He :\-as a pioneer mer- 
chant of that part of the state and a very 
ivealthy man. He married Rebecca \Vat- 
rous, whose first l~usbailcl was General Hull, 
a Rel-olutionary soldier : her second, John 
Pearson: and her third, Coloi~el Samuel 
Blakeslee. also a hero of the Re\-olution. 
She sun-ired all. dying . at the age of ninety- 
s is  years. 

Judge John Pearson was a g-raduate of 
Princeton College. of Sen- Jersey, ancl read 
law with Judge George Hosmer. of Avon. 
There in 1826 he married a daughter of 
George S. Tiffanv. an attorney of Scho- 
harie, Xew York? of a wealthy and aristo- 
cratic family. all of 11-hoi~ were in the pro- 
fessions. After his marriage Judge Pearson 
came to what u-as then the far west and be- 
gan practicing l a - .  His brother-in-law, 
Rev. Henn- Storrs. \\-as then in Rarenna. 
Ohio. and the Judge located in that t o~vn .  
He later started for Chicago, stopping 
route at Detroit to visit relatives. named 
Truas. At that place he took a sailing yes- 
sel for C11icag-o, arriving early in June, 
1832. and as there was the11 no harbor the 

Public Domain Book - Found at COAN.NET / VermilionCounty.INFO

michael
Text Box
1903 Past and Present of Vermilion County IL - B - p. 11 - 130



12 THE BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD 

vessel had to anchor out in the lake and the 
passengers were taken ashore in ya11-1s 
Major Whistler was in command of Fort 
Dearborn during the Sauk mar of 1832. 
and, as he was a friend of Judge Pearsor, 
and his family, he had the Judge bring his 
family into the fort. The father, in look- 
ing around Chicago, found it was unsafe to 
remain there unless one was in the fort, so 
he came to Danville, the nearest point of 
safety, a company of rangers being sta- 
tioned here. The Judge came here on horse- 
back to look at the to\vn. During his ab- 
sence the first steamer arrived at Chicago, 
bringing Scott's troops, but it also brought 
the cholera and a regular exodus was made 
from Fort Dearborn. Mark Beubean took 
the family out to the summit and there 
waited ~mtil the father returned with a 
wagon to transport them. They were one 
week in making the trip, having to fo1lo11- 
an Ikdian trail Ahrough Joliet, and quite a 
panic was caused by a lot of Indians who 
came up to them, but they were found to 
be not hostile, but in search of food because 
they were starving. 

Judge Pearson began the practice of la\\- 
in Danville and was appointed by the legis- 
lature to the office of circuit judge, his cir- 
cuit comprising Cook, Will, Iroquois, Du 
Page and De Kalb counties, and he made 
his home in Joliet, while filling that office. 
He served on the bench until elected to the 
state senate, when he resigned the judge- 
ship, and later he resigned as senator in 
favor of Joel Matteson. His wife died 
June 4, IS@, and in 1843 he married Kzth- 
erine Passage, of Princeton, New Jersey. 
He then located in Ye& York city, 11-here 
he remained until 1846, bht he did not like 
it there and besides &is property 11-as in 
the west, he having large landed interests in 

Chicago and in Vermilion countj-. In 
1849 he made the overland trip to Califor- 
nia. where he engaged in selling goods, 
taking out a fine outfit. He ~vould not enter 
into politics there and after selling out his 
store at Bid~vell's Bar, California, he ?vent 
doxvn among the '4-umas on a trading es- 
pedition and his partners \\-ere killed. Al- 
though he escaped with his life he lost all 
his possessions and soon after he returned 
to Danville, where he spent his remaining 
days. having a fine property here ;.nd large 
landed interests in the state. 

Judge Pearson \\-as a strong Democrat 
and G. C. Pearson now has a cane ~vhic? 
was cut at The Hermitage and given to his 
father by Andrew 'Jackson. He was noted 
for keeping the first carriage and horses 
here and his first wife and the children 
drove thus to Detroit in 1836. passing 
through Illinois, Indiana and Pllichigan. 
He was always an advocate of progress 
and was quick to introduce anything which 
tended toward advancement along lines 
proving of benefit to the community. He 
gave his attention to the supervision of his 
landed interests, and had extensive property 
holdings in this state. He at one time 
bought eighty acres of land south of TI\-elith 
street in Chicago, of G. S. Hubbarcl. for 
seventeen dollars per acre. and forty acres 
on the 11-est side, west of Halstead street, 
taking it in part payment for property sold 
in Dan\-ille. but not considering it of any 
value he paid no attention to it and dicl 
not record the deed of sale. He figured 
prominently in Inany events which had much 
to do 11-ith shaping the developmenr: of the 
state. His control of property interests not 
0111~- lecl to business activity and to the re- 
clamation of wild land for purposes of civil- 
ization. but he \$-as also an active factor 
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in assisting many other measures for the attended Bishop Chase's Jubilee College 
general good. Churches received his gen- near Peoria and Xlleghenj- College a t  
erous support. a d  he \\-as a man of 1-ery bleadville, Pennsq-l\-ania, and took up the 
charitable and benevolent spirit. One of his study of law under the direction of Josiah 
predominant traits was his loyalty to his McRoberts in Dam-ille in 1845-6. He af- 
friends. He held friendship inviolable and tern-ard ivent t~ Joliet and at the age of 
was e\-er ready to assist a friend in any way seventeen years had charge of the extensive 
possible. This naturally increased the cir- business of Joel hlatteson, with whom he 
cle of his own friends, and it is >afe to sag remained until going to California. He left 
that no man in Danville was held in greater Joliet JIarch 25. 1849, proceeded to St. 
regard by a wide circle of acquaintances Joseph, 1Iissouri. and up the Platte river 
than n-as Judge Parson, the honored pio- and thence across the countv to Salt Lake, 
neer, who passed away in June, 187j. becoming \\-ell acquainted with the Jlor- 

mons during his three months stay there, 
A - - c, at xvhich time he \\--as engaged in hunting. 

He cut five and a half acres of \\-hat with 
GUSTAVUS C. PEARSON. a sickle. threshed it with a flail and cleaned 

it by means of the breeze from Salt Lake, 
Gustavus C. Pearson, a capitalist of which always blolvs in the afternoon. H e  

DanvilIe, became a resident of this city July sold his produce to  a hIorrnon bishop, re- 
4, 1832. Hardly another resident can ceiving >formon gold in exchange. With 
claim personal recollection of the county at  others he had been persuaded to stay until 
that remote period. Many el7ents of im- too late to go by the usual route-the Hurn- 
portaoce, how-ever, have in the interval boldt-to California. and then they were 
shaped the life history of Mr. Pearson, who told to go by the southern route or else be- 
was one of the argonauts who went to Cali- come hlormons. so the former alternative 
fornia in search of the "golden fleece" on was accepted, the demand being made by 
the discovery of the precious metal on the Brigham Young in open meeting, it being. 
Pacific slope; who was one of the early his intention from the first to make them the 
board of trade men of Chicago and was esplorers and openers of the southern route. 
also largely engaged in promoting the trade Mr. Pearson gave up his wagon tn-o hun- 
interests of the Pacific coast. Prospering in dred and fifty miles before reaching Cali- 
his undertakings, he has largely placed his fornia. He had one of the finest outfits in 
money in that safest of all investments- his party but he turned it over to a starring 
real estate-and is to-day accounted one of f~mi11- who were to deliver it to him in 
the capitalists of Danville, to which city he California. Ten of them then took their 
was brought in his boyhood when this was packs upon their backs and traveled night 
a frontier settlement. and day until they covered one hundred 

Mr. Pearson was born in Ravenna and thirteen miles, having no water during 
Ohio, July 17, 18-37, a son of Judge John illis time. The place has since been called 
and Catherine ('Tiffany) Pearson. 111 Death's Valley. TKO of the men went 
childhood he came to Illinois and obtained] crazy from thirst. The>- had constantly to 
his early education in Joliet. He aitern-ard be on the lookout and a nex trail had to be 
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made for there ]\-as none. They finally 
reached Mohave and from there broke their 
way through the snow and over the moun- 
tains, crossing at the foot of San Bernardi- 
no mountain. Continuing on for two and 
a half days without anything to eat they 
reached Cocomongo ranch. Jackson, a 
former hunter of the Rocky mountains. who 
was major-domo in charge there, recognizing 
their condition. put them into a cellar. lock- 
ing them in and then gave them weak \vine 
and a little beef broth. This undoubtedly 
saved their lives for had they been permitted 
to  eat in their half-famished condition, they 
would undoubtedly have killed themselves 
by eating too much. However, Jackson 
gradr~ally increased their rations until they 
could partake of 2 regular meal. -A beef 
was driven into the court and killed for the 
Indian employes daily ancl after a fen- clays 
Mr. Pearson and his comrades \\-ere al- 
1011-ed to cut off from this beef as much as 
they 1\-antecl to broil. - 

From the ranch they went to Los -in- 
geles. a Spanish hamlet. and on the first 
night there was a ball. -1 southern gambler 
who had been north was sho't down by one 
of a party of gamblers, with whose girl he 
had danced, yet nothing was done to him. 
as such occurrences were too common to 
cause much attention. The next m.orning 
the party of gamblers, wanting amusement. 
put four negro American seamen in a corral 
enclosed by a seven foot wall and then shot 
a t  them with revolvers from the top of the 
wall. The negroes later escaped to San 
Pedro and went north on a vessel named 
Honolulu, a boat which had been built for 
the king of Honolulu. Mr. Pearson, Will- 
iam Richardson ancl father. from Kentucky. 
were also passengers on that schooner, 
which landed them at San Francisco. Our 
subject possessed eighty dollars in Mormon 

gold with which he tried to buy a pair of 
boots, but found their price .\\-as one hun- . 

dred dollars. He  obtained a position in a 
\\-holesale store. receiving his board and one 
hundred dollars per month ancl after t ~ o  
weeks he met his father and went with him 
to 3~Iarysville. From there they \vent by 
wagon to Bid\veIl's Bar, \\-here the father 
had a store. One evening with the boys 
from the store. Mr. Pearson went to a gold 
bar and about twenty nlinutes later the)- had 
seven dollars and a half in gold dust. They 
played poker for this, using beans as chips. 
and our suhject ~vinning. he invested it in 
things to eat for the party. 

-After leaving the bar, Mr. Pearson 
erected a half dozen tent houses but lost on 
this venture. The town of Eliza, \\-here 
they were built. is now twenty feet under ' 
dehris from the \\-ashings of the l - ~ ~ b a  ant1 
many who now live in that localit?- 11e1-er 
kneiv that a to\\-1-11 existed there. Great 
changes have taken place ancl a pear orchartl 
no\\- gron-s over the site of the old town. 
Mr. Pearson engaged in prospecting in Se- 
vada City ~vith his brother. but not being 
satisfied he went to Poor Alan's creek, being 
one of the first to discover it. The first 
hot~r he picked up seventy-five dollars in 
gold nuggets on the slate bar. There XI-ere 
ten in his party and they took up part of 
the creek and clivicled it into t\\-etlty-two 
claims and then turned the course of the 
creek. The numbers of the claims \\-ere put 
into a hat. shook up and then drau-n by the 
members of the party. each taking tivo. but 
out of the tn-enty-two claims only So .  3. 
the one JIr. Pearson drew. paid anything 
of value. 'He ancl his brother, ho~vei-er. 
realized well from this. taking out as high 
as five hundred and fifty dollars to the pan. 
He afterward bought a claim on the South 
Yuba. but it was unprofitable, and as winter 
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. came on he n-ent south to the dry diggings, 
u-hile his brother returned home. 3Ir- 
Pearson took a stock of goods do\\-n from 
Sacranlento to Dry Creek. south of Ma- 
cosmes. There he was taken ill \\-ith the 
mountain fever and ~vas the only one of those 
11-110 became sick \vith the fel-er to re- 
CGI-er. Hen-ever. he lost everything he hacl 
but a nlule and four hundred dollars in gold 
dust which he had under his blankets. He 
nest \vent to 011-sley's bar on the \-uba 
river and he and his father operated t \ ~ o  
or three quicksilver inachines for fine golcl. 
making fair wages. The father then n-ent 
into the cattle business and the son then 
\vent to Rich bar. on the east fork of Feather 
river. spending the summer there. He nest 
\vent to Do\\-neyville. doing \\-ell on Durgans 
Flat, and in October he xi-ent up the moun- 
tain. passing "Three Fingered Jack." one 
of the Joaquin robbers. 3 .  Pearson's 
party left the trail to eat and get water and 
losing their way they were ofr' the trail for 
several miles and when they did reach it 
they found out that between rhe place they 
left and the place they returned to it. thir- 
teen men had been killed by the robbers that 
day. 

Mr. Pearson returned to Illinois. mak- 
ing the journey by boat in 1852. The fol- 
Io~ving year he was in Chicago o r  else 
traveling over the country. He then took 
some goods to California and there he se- 
cured some land and set out the first fruit 
trees on the red lands, southeast of Sacra- 
mento. where General Sutter said fruit 
could not be made to grow. In  1555 he 
engaged in mining on Sherlock's creek in 
the 31ariposa grant. In A4u,oust. 185.:. he 
11-it11 a party of ten others disco~*ered the 
Yosenlite \-alley and with then1 laid claim 
to the vallej-. He afterward sold goods in 

the mountains and in the fall returned to 
Chicago. He had an ofice at So. 179 
South \I-ater Street. and at the north\\-est 
corner of Clark and 11-ater streets. then 
kno\\-n as Run~sej-'s comer. a leu- ol the 
nlen \\-auld gather to buv and sell. for there 
n-as no board of trade in the citi- then. -if- 
tes the railroads \\-ere built and grain n-as 
shipped to the citl- the board was organized 
and Xr. Fearson n-as one of the first mem- 
bers. He did a general con~mission busi- 
ness in Chicago until 1869. also erected 
builtlings there and 011-necl considerable real 
estate on Halstead street and in Hyde Park. 
He \\-as a personal friend of Lyman J. Gage. 
His brother. George T. Pearson. \\-as sec- 
retary of the Old Settlers Society of Chica- 
go. and at his death. our subject. 11-ho had 
the records of the society. donated them to 
the Historical Society. 

k i n g  out of business in Chicago in 
1869 on account of bronchial trouble he re- 
turned to California. 3fr. Pearson took 
men n-ith him and built the first grain ele- 
vator there. at Vallejo and helped form the 
board of trade of San Francisco. for grain 
dealing. I;CTith his partner. A. D. Starr. he 
also built a big mill a t  Vallejo with a capac- 
ity of two or three thousand barrels pet 
day and this is still in use. After ten years 
of effort he got the warehouse Ian- passed 
and it is now recognized as a most benefi- 
cial law for California. He drew up the 
bill. which was opposed by the Jewish mer- 
chants on account of the sack business 11-hich 
was controlled by them, but after a decade 
of unremitting efforts it became a law. 
Selling his mill 41r. Pearson traveled es- 
tensil-el?. He became convinced that vine- 
-ards would pay in California and went 
abroad to study the question. H e  shipped 
n~uch wine in this \\-a>- and also shipped the 
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first thousand barrels which \\-as sent from 
hfarysville ~ r o s s  the continent. He has 
traveled broadly, not only in this country 
but also in South America and in Europe. 
At length he disposed of his business inter- 
ests in California and partly for the purpose 
of educating his children returned to the 
&st, locating in Danville about 1879. He 
has since been a resident of this city, and 
is now widely known as a capitalist. 

In September, 1864, Mr. Pearson mar- 
ried Miss Hattie Bran-n, a daughter of 
Judge Anthony Brown, of Ogclensburg. 
New York. Her father was a leading at- 
torney in that city and her brothers were 
prominent in railroad circles. Mr. and Mrs. 
Pearson have three children: John -4., of 
Danville; Fannie, wife of James A. Meeks, 
of the firm of Kimbrough & Meeks, attor- 
neys of Danville; and Nomen N., now in 
the United States coast artillery. stationed 
a t  San Diego, California. Mr. Pearson is 
a member of Blaney Lodge, F. & A. RI., of 
Chicago, and was formerly a member of 
the Independent Order of Odd Fello\vs and 
he belongs to the OId Settlers Society of 
Chicago and of California. Few men have 
so wide and accurate knowledge of the de- 
velopment of the hvc states, California and 
Illinois, whose inan~elous growth has been 
among the wonders of the century, but per- 
sonal experience has closely associated Mr. 
Pearson with this. 

JOHN JV. DALE. 
- 

Few men have contributed in larger 
measure to the material upbuilding and sub- 
stantial improvement of Danville and this 
portion of Illinois than has John W. Dale, 

who through his real estate interests has not 
only promoted his own individual prosper- 
ity but has also contributed to the general 
good, the progress and prosperity of the 
community in whose welfare he has mani- 
fested a loyal and public-spirited interest 
and his fellow to\\-nsmen respect him as a 
man ~vorthy of the confidence and good mill 
of those with whom he has been associated. 
Since 1860 he has resided in Vermilion 
county and is therefore among the early set- 
tlers. 

Mr. Dale was born in Clark county, 
Ohio, January 13. 1842, and is a son of John 
J. Dale, whose birth occurred in Maryland 
in 1809. The paternal grandfather \\-as Ja- 
cob Dale and the family is of Scotch lineage 
the first representative of the name in 
America having become pioneer settlers of 
Maryland. Jacob Dale died when his son 
was a small child and the latter afterward 
went to Philadelphia, where he learned the 
merchant tailoring business, following that 
pursuit for Some years. He was wedded in 
S o ~ ~ t h  Charleston, Clark county, Ohio. to 
Elizabeth Davison, who was born in that 
county and was a daughter of Isaac Davi- 
son, one of the early settlers who removed 
from Virginia to Ohio. After arriving at 
years of maturity John J. Dale took up his 
abode at South Charleston and began busi- 
ness there as a merchant tailor, successfully 
conducting his establishment for a number 
of years. In 1856, however, he severed all 
business relations connecting him with Glik 
and removed to Warren county, Indiana. 
Upon a far11 there he made his home for a 
few years and in the spring of 1860 came to 
Vermilion county, Illinois, purchising land 
in Ross township. The tract of which he 
became owner was broad prairie but with 
characteristic ener,gy he began its cultivation 
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and improvement and soon transfor~lled it 
into a good farm which he operated for a 
number of years. He aftenvard removed to 
Ross1-ille where he lived in retirement from 
labor until his death, which occurred in 
1577. He Ivas elected and served in va- 
rious positions of honor and trust and was 
regarded as one of the leading and influ- 
ential men of his 1;eighborhood. His wife 
survived him for a number of years and 
passed an-a? in 1899 at the age of eighty- 
four >-ears. In their family \\-ere four sons 
and five daughters, all of n-horn reached 
years of maturity with the esception of one 
daughter, and three sons and three dnugh- 
ters are yet living: Sarah. the eldest, is the 
wife of Isaac Seer. of Clark count?-. Ohio; 
Jacob is living in South Dakota: llartha 
became the wife of 'CITilliam 31. Ross and 
1i.r-ed in Vermilion county for sometime but 
aftenvard removed to Indiana. where Mrs. 
Ross died: Daniel n-as a member of Com- 
pany B, Ti$-mty-fifth Illinois 1-olunteer In- 
fantry, during the Civil war and was killed 
in the battle of Stone river: -. Tohn 11-. is the 
nest younger; Isaac is a minister and pre- 
siding elder in the Xethodist Episcopal 
church and is now located at South Bend, 
Indiana: Margaret -1. is the wife of Abra- 
ham Mann. of Ross township: liar?; died 
a t  the age of fourteen years: Emma re- 
sides with her sister, Mrs. llann. 

John ItT- Dale of this review spent the 
first fourteen ~ h r s  of his life in the county 
of his xitivity and then came with his pa- 
rents to Vermilion county. Illinois. \\-here he 
assisted in the work of the home farm and 
in cultivating its fields untiI the spring of 
1861. He acquired a good education in the 
public schools and after the war he was a 
student ir! an acadenl!- at Thornto\\-n. Indi- 
ana. under the direction o i  the famous his- 
torian. Ridpath. 

On the 1st of June. 1561. Mr. Dale join- 
ed Company B. Tu-at>--fifth Illinois Infan- 
tq- ar~d was s s i p e d  to the army under the 
command of General Curtis. The first en- 
gagement in which he participated \\-as at 
Pea Ridge, Arkansas. Later he was sent to 
Corinth. hlississippi. and soon aften\-ard his 
regiment joined the -Arm>- of the Cumber- 
land and participated in the battles of Perry- 
ville. Stone River and Chickamauga. In the 
latter engagement he was ivounded. losing 
his left arm. -1 -n-shot pierced that mem- 
ber and so injured it that it was necessary 
to amputate it in a hospital at Sashville. 
Tennessee. 11-hen he had sufficiently re- 
covered l l r .  Dale returned home and later 
had to have a second operation on his arm, 
another portion of it being amputated. He 
n-as mustered out and received an honorable 
discharge in September. 1864. Before be- 
ing mustered out he was in several hospitals 
and he experienced all the hardships and 
rigors of war. 

Returning home Mr. Dale determined 
to further continue his education and spent 
about t ~ - o  full years in school- He  u-as af- 
tenl-ard elected assessor and collecror of 
Ross township. serving for t\vo or more 
terms. In the fall of 1869 he was elected 
cotznty clerk and by re-election sen-ed for 
three consecutive -terms in that important 
ofice. discharging his duties with ability and 
fidelity. He  retired from the positon as he 
had entered it-with the confidence and 
good \\-ill of the public. He has since served 
as assistant supenisor and commissioner 
of high11-ays. Iiken-ise as a member of the 
board of education. In politics he has ever 
been a stalwart Republican and he has fre- 
quently been a delegate to state conventions. 
In u-hatever position he has been found he 
has ever beeil a iaithful and efficient officer. 
His first ballot \\-as cast ior -\braham Lin- 
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coln in 1864 and he has never yet wavered 
in his allegiance to the party. On the ex- 
piration of his service as county clerk he en- 
gaged for a time in the manufacture of bug- 
gies and has for some years operated in real 
estate, largely handling lands in Vermilion 
county, Illinois. In connection with Mr. 
Cunningha111 he purchased nine hundred 
acres of land adjoining Danville. laying out 
an adcliton known as Vermilion Heights, 
which is now a very atttractive suburb of the 
city and incl~rdes many manufacturing in- 
terests there. * 

On the 26th of June. 1573. in this city. 
our subject was united in marriage to Miss 
Harriet I. Hicks. a natil-e of Perrysl-ille. In- 
diana. \vho was reare3 and educated there, 
her father. George I. -Hicks, being one of the 
leading business men of that place. and one 
of the pioneer pork packers of the \\.'abash 
Valley. Mr. and Mrs. Dale are the parents 
of four chiIdren: Elizabeth, who is at 
home: Katie. who died m childhood; 
Georgia and Kellie. who are still under the 
parental roof. The parents hold member- 
ship in the Methadist Episcopal church at 
Danville and fraternally he is identified with 
Danville Lodge, I. 0. 0. F.. in which he has 
filled all the offices and is a past grand. He 
also belongs to the Benevolent and Protec- 
tive Order of Elks and to the Grand Army 
of the Republic. this last membership enab- 
ling him to maintain pleasant relations \vith 
his old army comrades. During forty-two 

- years Vermilion co~tnty has +n his home 
and therefore he has been a witness of its 
growth and improvement. He belongs to 
that class of progressive America~l citizens 
who while promoting individual suc- 
cess also find time and opportunity to acl- 
vance the general welfare by hearty and ac- 
tive co-operation in all tneasures for thz gem 

era1 good. He  is to-day as true to his duties 
of citizenship as \\--hen he follo\ved the starry 
banner upon the southern battle-fields. 

Since 1883 Norton I\'. Thompson has 
been a practitioner at the bar of Vermilion 
county, where he has won distinction as a . 
most able lawyer because of his learning. his 
careful preparation of cases. his keen anal-- 
tical mind and his strength in argument. He 
is En\\- filling the position of circuit judge 
and upon the bench he has added new laurels 
to his already creditable life record. 

Mr. Thonlpson is one of Vermilion 
county's native sons, his birth having oc- 
curred on the 23d of AIay, I S ~ S .  In the pa- 
ternal line he is of Irish acd Scotch ancestry. 
His father, John R. Thompson. was a native 
of Greene co~u~ty ,  Pennsylvania, and from 
there he removed to Vermilion county, Illi- 
nois, in the year 1853, driving across the 
country with a drove of three thousand 

'sheep, which he pastured here that season 
and then drove to the Chicago market. The 
following year he returned to Pennsylvania, 
again secured a large flock of sheep and once 
more brought them to Vermilion county, 
where he fattenedj&em -hr e . $ i t y  markets. 
He mas pleased -$+I& &is &ty and its 
prospects and hekwlv'e;: "o make his home 
here. continuing a resident o! Vermilion 
county throughout his remaining dayd He 
was an extensive stock-raiser and fanner 
and prospered in his business undertakings. 
In Champaign, Illinois, in 1856, he was 
united in marriage to Elizabeth A. Wright, 
who \\-as horn in Vermilion county and was - 
of German lineage. Her birth occurred in 
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1837 and her death in 1897, 11-hile the father 
of the Jcdge. who was born in 1832. passed 
anay in IS@. They reared a family of 
seven children. namelj- : Morton I\-. ; Das-id 
L. ; Anna. tlie wife of E. J. Boorde: Sellie: 
f ~ h n  R., n-i~o is proprietor of the Thonlpson 
restaxants of Cllicago; Ulysses S.: and 
Gertrude. the wife of R. S. S\\-aine. 

.At the usual age Judge Thompson en- 
tered the public schools and after mastering 
the comnlon branches of English learning he 
further continued his studies in the Dan\-i!le 
high school, in which he \\-as graduated 
11-ith :he class of 1879. He then returned to 
the home farm. where he remained for a 
period of t\vo years. Subsequently he en- 
tered the L-ni\-ersity of IIichigan. at Ann 
Arbor. purs~ting a law course there. and in 
1S83 he was graduated \\-it11 the degree of 
Bacl~elor of Laws. Returning to his' native 
county he established his office in Danville 
and acted as assistant states attorney  under 
iJT. J. Calhoun. In 1889 the law firm of 
Calhoun & Thompson was organized and 
this connection was maintained until 1896, 
m-hen Mr. Calhoun \vent to Chicago as at- 
torney for the Chicago & Eastern Illinois 
Railroad Company. The follo~ving year he 
\\-as elected judge of Vermilion county at a 
special election to fill out an unexpired term, 
and in November, 1898, he became the rep- 
lar nominee of the Republican party for re- 
election for a f d l  term. Such is the per- 
sonal popularity and s ~ c h  is the confidence 
reposed in his judicial powers by the public 
that the Democrats placed no opposing can- 
didate in the field. I t  was a merited tribute 
to his capable service during the period in 
which he \\-as filling out the unespired term. 
In September. 1902. judge Thompson \\-as 
appointed by Governor 1-ates to fill out the 
unespired term of the late Judge Bookv-alter. 
of tile circcit court. and immediate1~- ent'ered 

, 
upon the duties of that oEce. He has just 
been norninzred for the full term as circuit 
judge of the fif h judicial circuit by an over- 
n-he:ming majority. \\-hich is equivalent to 
his election nest June. -4 local paper said of 
him : 

"It-hile in active practice Judge Thomp- 
son n-as engaged in some of the most im- 
portant litigation in this county. and \\-as 
aln-\-a>-s considered an honorable. honest and 
c r e  e r  In 1897 he \\-as elected 
county judge of this county to succeed Hon. 
John G. T11ompson. who resigned to accept 
the office of assistant attorney general of the 
United States at \\'ashington. During his 
term as corult~ judge he \\-as ah-ays court- 
eous and accoinmodating and readv at all 
times to espiain any business in his court to 
all 11-110 might inquire. as \\-ell as to advise 
those $p sought information in reference 
to the business of the oftice-in fact. the 
afT2irs of the county court of this county 
were never conducted more ably and care- 
fuily than by him, as thousands of people in 
this county will cheerfulIy testify. One of 
the highest recommendations of Judge 
Thompson's ability and honesty is the fact 
that not a dollar was ever lost to the ividows 
and heirs of estates while he was county 
judge. and it was almost unil-ersally re- 
gretted by the bar and people generally 
when he announced a year ago that he 11-ould 
not accept a renomination to that office. 

"Judge Thompson \.;as frequently called 
to other counties to try important cases. In 
Chicago he has tried some of the most im- 

-portant cases in this state. notably the State 
street and Cottage Grove avenue special as- 
sessvent cases. and the tax cases of Cook 
county tried by him under the new revenue 
law of ISCIS. ill\-olving millions of dollars. 
In  the bi.7 tax cases all parties interested 
agreed upon Jildge Thompson and requested 
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him to come to  Chicago and try that docket, 
and so ably did l-re succeed that the supreme 
court of this state affllmed his decision in 
every case. 

"Last Septeniber Go veinor k'ates ap- 
pointed him to fill out the unexpired term of 
the late lamented Judge Bookwalter and he 
a t  once assrimed tl:e duties of circuit judge 
and held the Qctober term of-our circuit 
court, which has just closed. For the past 
three months Judge Thompson has held 
cobrt every day, and succeeded in disposing 
of every case ready for trial, and his manner 
of holding court and promptness of dispos- 
ing of the bt~siness and his uniform courtesy 
and fairness has won the respect and con- 
fidence of the bar as \\-ell as the people of 
this county, and proved him to be one of the 
most pop~lar  and fair-minded judges in this 
part of the state." 

The 'Judge \\-as united in marriage to 
Miss 31ollie IV. Steen, a daughter of Cap- 
tain E. D. Steen, of Danville, the wedding 
having heen celebrated in I 887. Fraternally 
he is connected with the' Knights of Pythias, 
116th the Independent Order of Odd Fel- 
lows, with the Benevolent and Protective 
Order of' Elks and in the Masonic fraternity 
he is a Consistory Mason, having attained 
the thirty-second degree. In private life he 
is found as a genial, courteous gentleman, 
who has a very wide acquaintance in the 
county of his nativity and is not only es- 
teemed and honored but has that warm per- 
sonal friendship which arises from kindli- 
ness and deference for the opinions of others. 
The practice of law has been his real life 
work, and at the bar and on the bench he has 
won marked distinction. A man of unim- 
peachable character, of unusual inte1Iectual 
endo?vments, with a thorough understanding 
of the law, patience, urbanity and industry, 

Judge Thonipsoil took to the bench the very 
highest qualifications for this responsible 
office of the state government, and his rec- 
o ~ d  as a judge has been in harmony with 
his record as a man and a lawyer, distin- 
guished by uns~xerving integrity and a mas- 
terful grasp of every problem which has 
presented itself for solution. - 

JOHN' H. HERRON. 

The broad prairies of IlIinois have fur- 
nished splendid opportunities .to the agri- 
culturist and in connection with this busi- 
ness the grain trade has become a leading 
enterprise of Illinois. Mr. Herron is ex- 
tensively engaged in dealing in grain in 
Side11 and other towns of the state, 
his business having now reached large pro- 
portions and in the control of it he has dis- 
played excellent capability and discriminat- 
ing judgment. 

A native of Illinois he was born in Mon- 
ticello, Piatt county, on the 5th of J~dy, 
1868. His father, iiTilliam G. Herron, was 
a native of Ohio, born in Madison county, 
near London, on the 6th of April, 1829. 
The grandfather, Gardner Herron, was a 
native of Maryland and served as a soldier 
of the war of 1812. He  wedded Maria Mo-. 
raine, also a native of Rfaryland, and, 're- a 

moving westward, became one of the pioneer 
settiers of Madison county, Ohio, where he 
was engaged in farming until his death, 
which occurred in r855. IVilliam G. Her- 
ron spent his youth in Ohio, being reared 
upon his father's farm in Madison county, 
where he remained until twenty years of age. 
He then came west to Illinois, but for some 
years was connected with a stock trader in 
driving stock to this state and. Ohio and ' 
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Pennsylvania. In 1855 he married Eva- 
line Robinson, also a native of Ohio. They 
began their domestic life in Piatt county, 11- 
linois, \\-here Mr. Herron carried on general 
farming and stock-raising for about five 
years. In 1860 he took up his abode in 
&Ionticello, purchasing an interest in a mer- 
cantile business and \\-as there engaged in 
trade for several years. In 1881 he came to 
-'illerton and in connection with Samuel A1- 
lerton was extensively engaged in farming 
and in the grain and stock business. this re- 
lation being maintained for a long period. 
Mr. Herron is an earnest and stall\-art sup- 
porter of the Republican party. active in the 
local ranks of the party. He was nominated 
for the position of representatix-e in the state 
legislature and, being elected by a good ma- 
jority, served for one term in the house 16th 

7:  -: :- . -- 
considerable distinction. He and ' his in-ife 
are devoted Christian people. having long 
held membership in the Methodist Episcopal 
church, and for eighteen y-ears he served as 
superintendent of the Sunday-school of 
blonticello. He is a most effective and earn- 
est Sunday-school worker, his labors in this 
regard being far-reaching and important. 
Unto Mr. and Afrs. Herron were born nine 
children; to whom they- gave good educa- 
tional privileges. fitting them for life's prac- 
tical duties. Having laid aside business 
cares, the father of our subject is now l i v ~  
ing a retired life in Sidell in company with 
his wife and they are numbered among the 
most highly esteemed residents of the com- 
munity. 

John H. Herron of this review came to 
Vermilion county in 1581 \\-it11 his parents. 
His early education was supplemented by a 
high school course and by tu-o years of 
study in Columbia College of I17ashington. 
D. C. When he had completed his educa- 

tion he returned to Vermilion county and 
took charge of the elevator and grain busi- 
ness of Samuel IV. Xllerton. at -4llerton.11- 
linois. In 1890 Mr. -Zllerton established a 
bank there and for six years our subject 
acted as its manager and cashier. In 1896 
he came to Sidell, where he became a part- 
ner in an extensive grain business. the com- 
pany controlling the grain trade at nine sta- 
tions and owning and operating five ele- 
vators. They have just completed a large 
transfer and grain depot at Mount \;ernon, 
Illinois. with a capacity of two hundred 
tho~lsand bushels. Mr. Herron has mani- 
fested marked determination. enterprise and 
capability in the control of the branch of the 
business at Sidell and other places and he 

-. has contributed in no small degree to the suc- 
cess of the company. -A man of resource- 

, - 

fi&%<iness ability, his efforts have not 
been limited to one line. He is interested in 
whatever tends to promote public improve- 
ment and progress and advance the welfare 
of the people and Sidell has largely profited 
by his efforts in its behalf. He was one of 
the promoters of the electric light pIant at 
this place. is one of its largest stockholders 
and is now the manager and secretary of the 
company. He is also the president of the 
Building Sr Loan ,Association. 

An important event in the life of Mr. 
Herron occurred in 1893. at which time \\-as 
celebrated his marriage to Miss Florence. a 
daughter of John \I-. Cathcart. a promin- 
ent business man of Siclell. but after a happy 
married life of sis years Mrs. Herron 
passed arva)- in May. 1899, and was laid to  
rest in Ilioodla\vn cemetery at Indianola. 
She !eft one son, -Alesander C.. who finds a 
home with his maternal grandparents. 

-Aside from business affairs 3Ir. Herron 
has been a citizen of lvorth in Sidell and is 
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widely recognized as one of the leaders of 
the Republican party, taking an active in- 
terest in local elections. In  1898 he n-as 
elected supervisor of Side11 ton-nship and has 
since been re-elected to the ofice. in n-hich 
he is now serving. In 1903 he was chosen 
chairman or' the county board of supervisors 
in which capacity he is also serving and he 
exercises his official prerogatives in support 
of all measures for the general goocl. In his 
life he exemplifies the humanitarian spirit 
upon which the i\..lasonic fraternity is found- 
ed. He belongs to the blue lodge at Sideil 
in which he has filled all of the offices and is 
no\\- serving as master. H e  is also a mem- 
ber of the Modern Woodmen Camp and of 
the Elks Lodge at Dandle.  X life-long 
resident of Illinois he is deeply interested in 
progress and advancement of the state and 
he has seen much of the growth and develop- 
ment of Vermilion county, being identified 
for a number of years u-ith its institutions. 
its prosperity and its people. H e  is 11-ell 
known throughout this portion of the state 
as a man of business integrity, of broad and 
liberal views, charitable and public-spirited. 
His salient characteristics are such as 
commancl respect and confidence in every- 
land and every- clime and in Vermilion 
county they have \\-on him many warm 
friends. 

A - - - 

IV. T. JOHNSTON. 

\A?. T. Johnston is a representative of 
the Johnston Company, photographers of 
Hoopeston. A young man, enterprising, 
wide-a\va!;e and alert he is thoroughly con- 
versant: with the business to whicll he de- 
votes his energies and has considerable ar- 
tistic talent which, combined n-ith his corn 

prehensive ui~derstanding oi  the principles 
of photography and his capable business 
management, is bringing to him creditable 
and \yell merited success. He was born in 
I'afavette, Indiana. on the 28th of Septem- 
ber, 187~.  and is a son of I. I\-. Johnston, 
1%-hc) non- resides in Hoopeston and is a trav- 
elin: salesman. representing the TI-. D. 3Ies- 
singer Company. of Chicago. In his family 
were f ~ u r  children : IT-. T., of this revie\!-; 
Anna; Thirza and Dell. -In the year 1879 
the father removed n-it11 his family to Chi- 
cago. where he spent sei-en )-ears and then 
came to Hoopeston, \\-hich place has since 
beer1 his ho~ne. 

IT-. T. Johnston of this review was a lad 
of about nine years .o\-hen brought by his 
parents to Hoopeston, and in the public 
schools here he pursued his education. He 
took up the study of photograph- in the 
College of Photography- at  Effingham. Illi- 
nois. where he remained for nine months 
ant1 then went to Chicago, being in the em- 
ploy of Gibson, a celebrated photographer 
of that city, for two months. He was nest 
in the employ of Parrett. the president of 
the Indiana State Photographers' Associa- 
tion. On leaving him he came to Hoopes- 
ton and for six months \\-as in the employ 
of YIr. Schxt-ab, at the end of which time he 
pnrchased his gallery, having been here 
since the 1st of May? 1892. The business 
is now czrried on under the name of The 
Jolmston Company, 11-it11 our subject as 
mmaqer and practical operator. Their pat- 
ronage increased so rapidly that they needed 
more roon: and bought the E. S. Hall's 
Studio r?n South Market street. an estab- 
lis!:ecl h~~siness of tn-enty-five years. The 
cot?inan>- is to-day the only pllotographic 
firm in Vermilion .county to own their 
building. Mr. Johnston has ah-ays been 
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[leeply interested in photographic ~vork. 
Prior to the tii-r.e that- he embarked in the 
bl~siness as a life work he \\-as much inter- 
ested in amateur pllctographj- and manipu- 
lated a kodali. and he has to-day become a 
leader in his line in this part of Vermilion 
cou~ty .  keeping in touch with the marked 
progress and ad\-ancement I\-hich are being 
ma..le in the profession. He  is thoroughlq- 
familiar n-it11 the latest improvements con- 
cerninq the development. printing and fin- 
ishing o i  pictures. and added to this he has 
an artistic eye n-hich enables hinl to pose 
his subjects to the best advantage to secure 
life-like and natural results. He  is a young 
n?xil of l~nfailing courtesy, genial disposi- 
tion and pleasant nlanrier, and he has won a 
host of f r i eds  througliout this locality. Xll 
who h o i v  hiln esteem him highly for his 
genuine \\-art11 and he is very popular in 
social circles. His political supl>ort is given 
to the Ke?ublican party. 

K o r b o ~ t r ~ ~  :ieville, \\.I10 is engaged in 
the bakery and confectionery business in 
Fairmount. n-as Born in Tippecanoe coun- 
t\-. 'Indiana, September 17. 1847, and is a 
son of George S. and Mary S. (Throck- 
mortor?) Sel-ille, \vho \\-ere natives of West 
\s7irginia. and on the paternal side the family 
is of Scotch descent. Lnto  the parents were 
born tn-e1s.e children and those now living 
are: Mrs. - h n a  C. Taylor. of Fairmount; 
Sorbouril : Xrs. >Ian- E. Collins. of Catlin ; 
S. IT., of Fairmou~lt : Mrs. -Ada Calfee, of 
California: and l l rs .  S. Owen, of Fort 
Smith. -Arl;ansas. Of those \vho passed 
a1va.y Delia died in infancy. George \V., 
11-ho enlisted in Company D. Tls-enty-fifth 

Illinois Volunteer Infantry. \\-as in the sen-- 
ice for three years and \\-as \\-ounded in the 
battle of Kenesaiv 3fountain. his d e t h  re- 
sulting from his injuries. Lucy a l ~ ~  died 
in infancy. i t  IVX in the year 1854 that the 
father of this fanlily came to Vermilion 
county acconlpanied by his wife and chil- 
drerl. Upon arri~-ing- here he purchased the 
north half of section 10. Vance ton-nship, 
and cast in his lot 11-ith the pioneer settlers 
findin? th2-t everything around xvas new and 
~vilc!. the land unbroken and the grass so  
high that niien a boy our subject climbed 
up011 a c d i n  in order to see \\-here the cat- 
tle were. The father first purchased an old 
log scl~oo!house that stood on the Sandusky 
place. and li-,.ed in it for a year. after which 
he l ~ ~ i l t  a more substantial house. con- 
structing it from lu~ilber hauled from Cov- 
ir:g$.:on. Ir?rliana. Xr.  Keville of this review 
has ~vitnessed tile developn~ent of the county 
from a tvild condition \\-hen there was not 
a fence for ~niles upon the prairie, to its 
present state of progress and improvement. 
The fatl!er continued his farm 1s-ork dex-ot- 
ing to tiie cultivation of the fields his tirne 
and attention also engaging in the raising 
of stock. until about 5885. when he retired 
to Fairmount and put aside business cares. 
His wife passecl an-ay ;lugust. 1889. and he 
died about sixteen months later. on the 8th 
of January, 189 I .  at the age of seventy- 
one. his birtii having occurred on the ad of 
Febn~an-.  1820. 

The ancestr\- of 31r. Sex-ille is traced 
back tto the land of the thistle, his paternal 
.grar.dparents emigrating from Scotland t o  
Virginia in time for his great-grandfather, 
Joseph Ye1 ilie. to take part in the Re\-olu- 
tio~lary war as a brigadier general. Un- 
lilce many of those who crossed the M a n -  
tic at that time. he came fortified with am- 
ple means. which he invested largely in 
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lands, conlprising a valuable plantation, 
worked by slaves whom he liberated at the 
time or' his death. Among the sons of Gen- 
eral Neville was George, the grandfatkrer of 
onr subject, who was the youngest of a fam- 
ily of twefve chiIdren. He  studied law at  
MTinchester, Virginia. under -4bram Lock, 
was admitted to the bar and tried one case, 
but then gave up the law for medicine, 
which he fol lo~~~ed thrqughout life. He 
married Elizabeth LVolfe, of Winchester, 
Viryinia, who was a daughter of Lmvis and 
Catkerine M'olfe, natives of Germany. 
George N. Neville, father of our subject, 
was one of seven children born to Dr. 
George and Catherine Xeville. 

Norbourn Neville was the fourth child in 
his fither's family and was reared and edu- 
cated in Vermilion county, working on the 
farm during the summer months bvhile in 
the winter seasons he attended school. He  
remained at home until he was seventeen 
years of age and then offered his services to 
the government, enlisting in Company K, 
One Hundred and Thirty-third Illinois In- 
fintry, in 1864, under Colonel Phillips and 
Captain Somers. H e  served for five months, 
having been mustered in for one hundred 
days, and was then honorably discharged. 
After leaving home Mr. Neville rented a 
farm for a few years and then purchased a 
small tract of land, devoting his energies 
to general farming and stock-iaising. 
Throughout his entire life he has been iden- 
tified witk a,picultural pursuits and he now 
owns one l~unclred acres in Vance township 
well improved and tilled, and supplied with 
good buildings. In  1901 he embarked in the 
bakery and confectionery business at Fair- 
notmt and having the only exclusive bak- 
em In the town he is enjoying an extensive 
trade. 

In September, 1870, Mr. Neville was 
united in marriage in this county to Miss 
Elizabeth J. Price, a daughter of John and 
Mary E. (Perritt) Price, n-ho \\-ere pioneers 
of Vermilion county. Mrs. Nel-ille was 
born in Fayette count)-, Ohio, October 31, 
1850, and was the eldest chjW of her par- 
ents. She has no children of her on-n but 
has reared an adopted son, William F. Ne\-- 
ille, who is a graduate of the Fairmount 
school and also completed a business course 
in Quincy, Iliinois. He now assists his fa- 
ther in the store. I-Ie was married Janu- 
ary 25, 1902, to Miss Edna Cox, w-ho was 
born September 12, 1883, a daughter of J. 
A. Cox. They have one daughter, Eliza- 
beth Keville, a bright little girl born June 
30, 1402. Mr. Neville of this review is a 
Republican in his political affiliations, be- 
liering firmly in the principles of the par- 
ty, \\-hich he endorses by his ballot. He  has 
never been an office seeker, however, pre- 
ferring to give his time and attention to his 
bnsi~ess affairs in 11-hich he h& met with 
signal success. 

DR. WALTER DIVIGGINS. 

Dr. Walter Dwiggins, who is now so 
successf~~Ily engaged in the practice of os- 
teopathy in Danville, was born in IVaytown, 
Indiana, J~rly 17, 1874, his parents being 
John C. and Susannah (Fouts) Dwiggins, 
a sketch of whom appears on another page 
of this volume. They were married in In- 
diana, where the father mas engaged in busi- 
ness as a .stock dealer until failing health 
caused his retirement and he removed to 
Vermilion county, Illinois, in 1889. In 
PIIarch, 1901, he came to Danville, where he - 
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now makes his home, enjoying a well earned 
rest, free from the cares and responsibilities 
of business life. In his political affiliations 
he is a Republican. He is the father of four 
sons but one died in infancy. The others 
are Howard, a resident of Dan\-ille and the 
secretary of the shoe factory at Gibson City, 
Illinois; Charles, a grain dealer of Xew- 
port, Indiana ; and Walter. 

The Doctor acquired his early education 
in the public schools of Crau-fordsville, In- 
diana, and later attended the public schools 
of Selma, Kansas, and Rossville, Illinois, 
graduating at  the high school in the latter 
place in 1893. Later he matriculated at  the 
American School of Osteopathy, where he 
was graduated in 1900. He first opened an 
office at Terre Haute, Indiana, but at the 
end of two months he came to' Danville 
and has since engaged in practice at this 
place with most gratifying success, having 
a nice office in the Ten~ple block. He thor- 
oughly understands his chosen profession 
and although his residence here has been of 
short duration 11e has already secured a lib- 
eral patronage which is constantly increas- 
ing. Fraternally he is an honored member 
of Lodge, No. 527, F. & -4- hI., and Ver- 
milion Lodge, No. 432, K. ID., Lmth of Ross- 
ville, and politicaily he is 4entified with the 
Republiczn party. 

WALLACE SPERRY. 

Among the native sons of Vermilion 
county still !i.-ir,g n-iil?in its borders. is 
\17allace Sperry, the popular and efticient 

. postmaster of Muncie. He n-as born Oc- 
tober 23, 1841, and is a son of Erastus and 

Ruth (Reese) Sperrj-. the former a native 
o l  Ohio and the- latter of Indiana. Their 
marriage. hoxl-ever! was celebrated in \-er- 
milion count>*, Illinois. The paternal grand- 
iathes of our subject was IYallace Spem-, 
whc. came to this county in the early -:os 
and cast in his lot with the ploneer settlers. 
He took a veq- active part in the work of 
early dex-elopment and in~prol-enlent. Both 
he and his son Erastus were farmers by 
occupation and were Il'higs in political 
faith. They \\-ere also members of the 
lfethodist Episcopal church and were ac- 
counted representative men of this localit~r. 
The father of our subject died in 18 52. and 
the mother, still sun-king. makes her home 
in Potomac, Illinois. In their family were 
three children. the eldest being Wallace 
S p e w  of this sketch. -Irnlinda is the wife 
of John It'. Goodxvine of Potomac: and 
Amanda is the wife of Sanme! B. Demude, 
also o i  Potomac. 

II'allace Sperry pursued his education 
in the district schools at Higginsrille. Ver- 
milion coung-, and at the age of fifteen put 
aside his test books, after which his time 
and energies were devoted to farm work, 
in the empioy of others until he had at- 
tained his majority. He then began farrn- 
ing on his own account. leasing his mother's 
land. He was married on the 26th of Sep- 
tember. 1872. in Blount to\~nship to Miss 
Sfan- Bloomfield. whose birth occurred in 
this county on the 1st of January. 1834 
The lady is a daughter of Reuben Bloom- 
field. 11-ho here engaged in farming and who 
esercised his right of franchise in support 
nl' the men and rr,ezsures o i  the Republican 
part!-. He died in 1873. while his wife 
passed away in 1890. In their family \\-ere 
four children: IVilliam. 11-ho is now dde- 
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ceased, while his widon- resides in Mis- 
souri; Cindrella, the deceased wife of J. 
C. Teveba~~gh, a resident of Danville; 
Mary, the wife of our subject; and Samuel, 
who has also passed an-ay. The home of 
Mr. and JIrs. Sperry was blessed lvith'four 
children, but they lost the first three. 
Charles, their first born, having clied at the 
age of eight years, \\-hile the nest tn-o died 
in infancy. Minnie, the surviving child. i: 
now the wife of Orrie Dalbey. oi Nuncie, 
and they now have one child, a daughter, 
one and one-half years old. 

31r. Sperry carried on farming opera- 
tions until 1882. when he abandoned the 
plow and turned his attention to merchan- 
dising in Higginsville, remaining there for 
one year. He then went to Blue Grass, 
Vermilion county, where he conducted a 
similar business for three years and on the 
expiration of that period he arrived in Mun- 
cie, where he opened a general store that 
he has since conducted, a growing trade 
proving the confidence reposed in him by 
the pr~blic. In 1897 he was appointed post- 
master and holds that position at the pres- 
ent time. In politics he is a Republican and 
at one time was town clerk. Here he be- 
longs to the Christian church and in all 
life's relations is found true to dut\* and 
loyal to trust and confidence reposed in him. 

$ Prominent among the energetic, far- 
seeing and successful business men of east- 
em I!linois is the subject of this sketch. His 
life history most happily illustrates what 

. may be attained by faithful and continued 
effort in carrying out an honest purpose. 

Integrity, activity and energy have been the 
crowning points of his sriccess and his con- 
nection with various enterprises and indus- 
tries have been a decided advantage to this 
section of Illinois, promoting its material 
welfare in no uncertain manner. But not 
only has Hoopeston profited by his labors 
and his ability: many districts of the south 
have received an impetus to gro~s-th and com- 
mercial development through his efforts and 
his life-work has had a wide scope and been 
far-reaching in its inflnence. 

1Ir. SIcFerren was born in 11-arren coun- 
ty, Ohio, in 1846. a son of 11-illiam 31. and 
Eliza (Snyder) McFerren. The father, a 
native of South Carolina, died in 1894, but 
the mother, whose birth occurred in Ohio, is 
now living in Hoopeston. In their fanlily 
were two daughters : -All-ira E., the wife of 
Ed Griffith, cashier of the First National 
Bank; and Mrs. Mary Hemey of Hoopeston ; 
I\-hile the brother of our subject is Pingree 
McFerren. 

When a young man of twent>--five years 
J. S. 12IcFerren sought a more western dis- 
trict than that in which he had been reared, 
as a field of business activity, realizing that 
the new but rapidly developing sections of 
the country offered the best opportunities to 
the ambitious young man. -iccordingly he 
came to Hoopeston in 1871 and from that 
date to the present the town has been largely 
indebted to 11im for its pron~otion. Not only 
in business matters, but as its chief executive 
and as a private citizen has he labored for 
her n-elfare, interested in all that has pro- 
moted advancement along material, social, 
intellectual and moral lines. -At the same 
time he has controlled b~lsiness affairs of 
magnitude. He first became associated with 
T. 117. Chanlberlin in 1882 in founding a 
private bank in Hoopeston and later, pur- 
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cltasirlg his partner's interest. he has since 
been its president and o\vner and has made 
the institutiuns one of the most reliable fin- 
ancial concerils in this part of the state. I t  
u-ould he inipossible to give in detail tile his- 
t o w  of his achievenlents but mention of 
some of his business interests \\-ill serve to 
show the scope of his utldertakings and to 
indicate the ability \\-hich has enabled him to 
success full^ handle so many and so varier1 
interests. H e  to-(la?- indi\-idualll; oivns 
thirty-four hundred acres of land near 
Hoopeston. He became a nlenlber of the 
real estate fin11 of Moore. 11cFerren 8;: Sea- 
\-ej-, whose real estate operations through the 
year folloiving 3larch. IS 74. amounted to 
three hundred and thirty thousand dollars. 
Mr. Seaveq- ]la\-ing I\-itliclra~~n iron1 the part- 
nership the firm of Moore & 1fcFerren still 
exists and 11as large landed interests in the 
soutk. scattered in the states of l\lississippi. 
Arkansas and Tennessee. These comprise 
tm-ent!r-seven thousand acres and represent 
six hundrecl thousand dollars of in\-estetl 
capital, for the firm has largely improved 
their lands. have established industrie there- 
on and have secured transportation facilities 
through the building of railroads. Their 
landed possessions in -Arkansas conlprise 
thirty thousand acres and the -  are now con- 
structing twenty miles or railroad from Lus- 
ora, -1rkansas. to Big Lake. called the llis- 
sissippi, Eig Lake 8; 11-estern Railroad. 
This will furnish an outlet for their lumber 
and will also be a part of the trmlk line iornl 
Joplin, SIissouri. to the llississippi river. 
Their sari--mill at Lusora has a capacity of 
thirtv thousand feet of lumber dai1~- and in 
connection lvith Mr. >loore our subject also 
on-ns a sau-mill a t  Pitman's Island and an- 
other at 11-oodstock. Jf ississippi. each hav- 
ing a capacit- of t~venty-fi\-e thousand feet 
per day. 11-hile three other sa\vmills n-hich 

a 

thev 011-n turn out twenty thousand feet of 
Imnber each per day. Their most extensive 
I~unber industry. however. is located at  
1Ien1phis.Tennessee. -$\-here they have a dou- 
ble--band sari-mill. with a capacity of fifty 
thousand feet per day. and the plant was 
erected at a cost of set-enty-five thousand 
tlollars. They also ha\-e a large box fac- 
tory at 3lemphis. I .  SlcFerren \\-as 
one of the founders of the Cnion Tin 
Can Company and since it has been 
merged in the ;imerica~z Tin Can Com- 
pan!' he is still a stockhoIder. In con- 
nection \\-it11 _\. H. 'Trego he ou-ns and oper- 
ates the Hoopeston Canning Factory. which 
is engaged in the canl~itig of corn esclusi\-ely. 
His property values in Hoopeston real estate 
amount to two hcndred thousand dollars 
and include the bank block. office buildings, 
the opera house block, store buildings and 
other structures. 

Mr. IIcFerren \\-as Hoopeston's first 
mayor nor \\-as that his only tenn in the 
o%ce. for several times has he been chosen to 
the position. During his first incumbency 
he drove the saioons out of the village and 
there has never k e n  a saloon since the to\- 
n-3s ir~corporatetl. H e  is now the chief es- 
ecutii-e of Hoopeston. honored and honor- 
able. putting fort11 strong effort for the good 
of the com~nunity and its substantial im- 
proven~ent. 3Iuch oi the street paving has 
heen done I\-liile he has been in office and 
many improvenlents have been riiade during 
his administrations. Churches and benevo- 
lent enterprises have received his support 
arirl his aid is n-ithelcl from no enterprise for 
the general good. 

Mr. 'I\lc17erren has been twice married. 
He  first \\-etldk~l JIiss Lida ,\. Shultz. \\ ho 
tlietl in 1894 leaving two sons. Il'illiam and 
Donald. In 1897 l l r .  3lcFerren Lottie L. 
Shultz. a sister of his first wife. His present 
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home, erected in 1855, has been improved 
until it is now a handsome property worth 
h-enty-filre thousand dollars. 

Mr. McFerren gave evidence of his love 
fof; Hoopestorl by his generous gift to the 
city of a fine park. For this purpose he pur- 
chased the old fair grounds of thirty acres, 
at a cost of six thousand dollars, and tender- 
ing this to the city, it has since been main- 
tained as a 'park. Mr. McFerren has also 
made liberal donations to the public library 
and to other concerns of public benefit and 
pride. His name is synonymous with im- 
provement and progress in Hoopeston and is 
so intenvoven with the history of the city 
that it forms a most important chapter in the 
annals of Hoopeston. He stands as the 
highest type of American citizenship, capable 
and discriminating in business, patriotic and 
loyal in citizenship and with conscientious 
regard for the rights and privileges of his 
fellowmen. Socially he is deservedly popu- 
lar, as he is affable and courteous in manner 
and possesses the quality of making friends 
readily and of strenghtening the ties of all 
friendships as  time advances. 

+-e 

JOHN R. SMITH. 

The life history of John R. Smith is one 
which shows a career of enterprise and busi- 
ness activity crowned with deserved rest. 
He is now living retired in Rossville after 
years of close application to agricultural in- 
terests. Tie is a native son of Vermilion 
cotinty, his birth having occurred March I, 

-1836, where Fithian station now stands. 
He is a son or' IVilliani W. Smith, a native 
of Clark- county, Ohio, born about 1800. 
His paternal grandfather was one of the 
first settlers of that county and there JV. W. 
Smith was reared and after arriving at 

years of maturity married Catherine Yazel, 
also a native of Clark county. They began 
their dor~~estic life upon a fzrm ailcl a daugh- 
ter n-as born unto them ere their remo\-a1 to 
Illinois in the year 1830. Emigrating west- 
11-arc1 they settled in Vermilion county, llr. 
S ~ i t h  entering and purchasing land until he 
hecame the on-ner of one tho~lsand acres in 
t!>e western part of this county. lIuc11 of 
this he broke and improved. opening up a 
good farm, upon which he spent his re- 
niaining Cays, his death occurring in IS j I. 
His first wife died in 1845 and he after- 
\\-art1 married again. 

John I<. Smith was the fourth in order 
of birth in a family of four sons and a 
daughter and all reached mature years with 
tlie esception of the youngest son, although 
John R. and his brother William are the 
or,!? ones now living. After the death of 
his father our subject resided with his broth- 
er-ir?-law, Thon~as Armstrong. who lived 
near Rossviile. There he remained for five 
years, assisting in the farm 11-ork. He  had 
fair cotnmon-school advantages, supple- 
mented by a term of study in the Danville 
hiy11 school and one term in Knox College. 
Il'hen he had reached man's estate he joined 
a hrother at Grand View and acted as a clerk 
for him for two years in a general store. 
ll'l~ile there he returned to Rossville and 
was married here on the 3d of March, 1839, 
to Jcseplline R. Sten-art, who was born in 
Danville and was reared upon the farm 
where her marriage was celebrated. Her 
father, James K. Stewart, was a pioneer set- 
tler of ilanville. representing one of the pio- 
neer families that came from Connecticut 
to 'C'ermilion county. H e  opened up a farm 
11-hich is now within the corporation limits 
of Kossl-ille and became an influential and 
r~resentaiil-e agriculturist of the cornmu- 
ni ty. 
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After his marriage Mr. Smith en,-ed 
in cmducting a hotel in Rossville for three 
vears. seer \\ hich he spent a similar period 
in aqicultural pursuits. He then returned 
to tile town and established a grocery store. 
which he conducted for tu-enty-three years. 
During three years of that time he n-as also 
eng2yed in buying and shipping stock and 
both brafiches of the business proved profit- 
able. He had a well selected line of gro- 
ceries always on hand and his straightfor- 
ward business dealing, his earnest desire to 
piease his patrons and his enterprise brought 
to him x-ell merited success. In course of 
time he had accuinulated a handsome com- 
petence which no\\: enables him to live re- 
tired. He built a large, neat residence on 
a part of the old Stetvart farm and with his 
family has occupied this for a quarter of a 
century. 

111 January, 1885, Mr. Smith nas called 
upon to mourn the death of his wife. 
There were four sons and a daughter by this 
union : Ellen Minerva, the wife of George 
S. Smith, who is living retired in Rossville 
and by whom she has one son, Jean, who 
was born in r S g ;  Alfred F., a farmer of 
Los Angeles, California; Herbert Y., $1-ho 
became his father's successor in the gro- 
cery store in Rossville and is married and 
has a daughter, Helen: Jesse R., who occu- 
pies a position in Rossville; and Dick. of 
this city. In Potomac, Vermilion county. 
on the 26th of June, 1889, Mr. Smith was 
united in marriage to Mrs. Sarah J. Par- 
low, a widow. She was born in this state 
and is a daughter of James Duncan. who 
came from Kentucky to Vermilion county at 
ar, e,lrly day. 

Mr. Smith is unwavering in his allegi- 
ance to the Repu'ulican party. which he has 
supported since he cast his first presiden- 
tizl vote for Abraham Lincoln in 1860. The 

honors and emoluments of ofice have had 
no sttraction for hiln as he has preferred to 
give his tirne and attention to his business 
affairs. He has sen-ed, ho\~-ever, as con- 
stable and deputy sheriff and is no\\- filling 
t l~e  o5ce o i  assistant supervisor. His en- 
tire life has been passed in Vermilion coun- 
t:- and he has witnesed the wonderful 
gron-th and de\-elopment of this portion of 
t!le state. He has seen great flocks-of wild 
geese and other wild game and also herds 
of deer in this localit?-. lluch of the land 
~ 2 s  sv-amp? and unfit for cultivation, but 
it 112s ken  drained and placed under a high 
state oi improx-enlent. Roads have also been 
laid out, honles built and farms h-eloped 
and illus the n-ork of progress has been 
stexlily carried forward both in the city 
and in the countrq- until no\\- one of the rich- 
est sections of Illinois is that comprised 
vitliin the limits of Vermilion count:-. Mr. 
Smith takes a just pride in what has been 
accomplished and in his community has eser 
borne his part in the work of ad\-ancement. 

JOHX li. FISHER. 

John I\'. Fisher has lived a life in har- 
mony with the laws of nature. It certainly 
seems that man \\-as intended to enjoy- a se -  
son of rest after years of active labor. In 
youth one is possessed of great energy, 
bright hopes and strong determination and 
in more mature years these are guided by 
judgment and experience. Through this 
period of early and more mature manhood' 
there is ample opportunity, if one rightly 
directs his energies. to gain a conlpetence 
for the evening of life and while Mr. 
Fisher is still in the prime of life he has so 
glided his efforts that he is now enabled to 
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live retired in the enjoyment of the fruits of 
his former toil. Having al~saj-s made his 
home in Vennilior, county -\\-here he has 
gained a wide acquaintance. his life record 
cannot fail to prove of interest to many of 
our readers. He was born Jantrary- 23;  

1840. in Carroll ton-nship, on the old Fisher 
homestead ~vhich 11e no\\- nnumbers among 
his possessions. His father. Da\-icl Fisher, 
\$-as one of the pioneers of this county who 
located here 11-he11 the prairies \\-ere largely 
uncultivated and when there \\-as still much 
u-ild game : 11-011-es and other 11-ild animals 
were also frequently seen aiicl the conditions 
were those of a frontier settlement. 

D a d  Fisher \\-as born in Bro~yn coun- 
ty, Ohio. in 18q, and his parents. llTilliarn 
and Cynthia (Watt) Fisher. n-ere natives of 
Pennsylvania. the fornler of German pa- 
rentage ancl the latter of Irish lineage. They 
removed from the Keystone state to Ohio 
a t -  an early day- and afterward located in 
Rockville. Indiana, where they were pioneer 
settlers. There they lived until called to the 
home beyond. l ihen  a young man Da\-id 
Fisher accompanied his parents to Park 
county. Indiana. remaining at  home \\-it11 
them through the period of his minority 
In 1532 he came to Vermilion county. Tlli- 
nois. \\-here he securecl a tract of land 
from the government and engaged in farm- 
ing. Having thus made preparations for a 
home of his own he was ,married in 1833 to 
Miss Jane iVeaver. a claughter of Michael 
TVeaver. Thro~rghout his entire life he cle- 
voted his energies to agricultural pursuits. 
The first home to \\-hich he took his bride 
\!-as a log cabin with a puncheon floor, a 
mud chimney and a huge fireplace. but as 
the years passecl his labors enabled him to 
surround his family 11-ith the comforts and 
conveniences of modern life and he became 

u-ell-to-do. Gnto Mr. and l l r s .  Fisher 
were born five children: Michael. who is  
engaged in the hardware business in Indian- 
ola and is mentioned elsewhere in this vol- 
ume; John itT., \vho is living retired in In- 
dianola 3Zary Jane, the deceased wife of 
-4Ionzo Hill; George li.. a resident of Se-  
braska; and Lucinda. the n-ife of L. C. 
Green, of Sheridan, 11-yoming: The pa- 
rents were members of of the Baptist 
church and in politics Mr. Fisher \\-as i~ 
Democrat. but never sought or desired of- 
fice. H e  died upon the old home farm in 
Carroll to\vnship. lacking but one day of 
reaching his seventy-second pear. His !ifc . 

was passecl in the quiet pursuits o i  the farm, 
and all who knew him respected him for his 
genuine worth ~\--hile his enterprise ancl un- 
tiring labor brought -to him creditable and 
grati fj-ing success. 

John IV. Fisher was educatecl in the 
primitive schoois of his day. pursuing his 
studies in a log building ~vhich stood on the 
banks of the Sxvanks creek. His first teach- 
er \\-as a man \\-ho liberallj- used the rod in 
maintaining discipline. but n-as also a 
capable instructor. I .  Fisher had the 
privilege of attending for only about three 
months each year and during the remainder 
of the time he was busily engaged in farm 
I\-ork. However, he thus pursued his 
studies at inter\-als until about seventeefi 
or eighteen years of age. Life has. how- 
ever been to him a school in which he has 
learned many valuable lessons, his reading 
ancl experience large1 y broadening his 
knot\-leclge. 

On the 12th of September, 1861. at the 
age of tn-enty years, John IV. Fisher was 
unitecl in marriage to Mary L. Dye. a 
native of Ke~lt~rcky anci a daughter of Law- 
rence and Mary _inn (Van Tries) Dye. 
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The father \\-as a native of Bourbon county. 
Kentucky. \\-\-here the family \\-as established 
a t  an early day. He \\-as married there and 
all of his children \\-ere born in that locality 
with the esception of one. In 1841 he came 
with his family in a covered wagon to \-er- 
milion county, settling in Georgeto\vn. 
\vhich 11-as then a small village. He fanned 
in El\vood tolvnship and lived to be se\-em!-- 
one years of age. \vhile his \vife reached the 
.age of about sistj- years. Of their eight 
children five are now li\-ing. namely : Mar- 
tha. the \\-ife of John Jones. who resides 
near Georgeto\~n: Elizabeth. the I\-ife of 
Da\-id Sconce. of Indiana: Angeline. the 
wife of David IlcDonalcl. 11-ho resides near 
Catlin. Illinois : l l r s .  Fisher ; and Blanche 
the xife of Joel Cooper. of Oakland. thi? 
state. Those who have passed au-aj* are 
Hiram. Mrs. Phoebe Jones and John. 

In IS 59 Mr. Fisher \\:ent to Kansas an 
engaged in farming near Emporia, but tir- 
ing of that country he returned and rented 
a farm of his father, also purchasing forty 
acres of land from him. Xt the time of his 
marriage he removed into a little log housc 
that James Branham had built on a forty- 
acre tract. I t  \\-as a two roomed cabin, 
unsealed. and it remained their home for :. 
couple of years. when Mr. Fisher purcl~asecl 

. another house and moved it to his place. 
A s  time passed and his financial resources 
increasecl he added to his farm until lle non 
has tu-e1x-e hundred acres in \'errnilion 
count? and also 011-ns three hunclred ant1 
sist!- acres near Xonroe City. llissouri. for 
\~l-hich he paid nineteen thousancl eight huu- 
dred dollars. U h e n  upon the farm he de- 
1-oted the greater part of his attention to 
stock raising. making a specialty oi  beef 
cattle \\-hich he sold at gootl prices in the city 
markets. There has been nothing sensa- 

tional in his career. H e  worked along le- 
gitimate business lines. earning his compe- 
tency through persistent purpose and marked 
enera?-. 

The home of Mr. and Mrs. Fisher \\-as 
blessed \\-it11 eight children. Charles. \\-ho 
resides in Iowa and o\\-11s farnls in both 
Carroll and Greene counties, married Jennie 
11:-ers. b!- \\-horn he has seven children: 
John -lustin. Sellie. Lelia. Charles. El-erett. 
Maude and Dean. Ed\\-ard. ~ v h o  is still Iiv- 
iug in Indianola ant1 is a farmer o i  Carroll 
toivnsllip n-edded Ida l laddos  and has two 
daughters. Eva Dell and Gertrude Gail, 
-Armada is the 11-ife of Douglas 3Iiller. a 
farmer of Carroll to\\-nship ancl has three 
children : IT-inona. Delmar and Everett. 
Josephine is the wife of Frank Carter. of In- 
dianola and has two daughters. Helen and 
Mabel. Jacob G., a graduate of the Rush 
lledical College of Chicago and now- a 
practicing physician of Catlin. Illinois. mar- 
ried Jessie llatkins. The three cI-iildretl of 
the Fisher fanii1)- \vho have passed away 
are Everett. Olix-e and Slattie. all of \\-horn 
died in childhood. Mr. and 3lrs. Fisher are 
consistent members of the Presbyterian 
church and people of the highest respecta- 
bility In politics he is independent. voting 
for the candidates ivhom he regards as best 
qualified for office \I-ithout giving- attention 
to party lines. L-pon his home he erected a 
large fine residence and his place is one o i  
the best improved in eastern Illinois. in fact 
it is a sp!eilclid property. The large and 
com~noclious buildings are surrounded by 
\\-ell tilled fields and rich pastures in which 
are seen fine grades of stock. In 1<)7. 
hen-ever. Mr. Fisher purchased town prop- 
el-t\- and remo\-ed to Indianola. \\-here he 
i.; ncnv 1i1-ing in retirement from iurther 
l~usine.;~ cares. The county as he vie~vs it 
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to-day little resembles the district in which 
he was reared, for turkeys, prairie chickens 
and other mild game were abundant and 
deer were still seen, x\-olves were often 
killed by the settlers and all this indicated 
the unsettled condition of the country, but 
as time passed the land was reclaimed-for 
the use of the white race and in this great 
country there is no richer farming district 
than that of eastern Illinois. Mr. Fisher 
may take pride in the fact that he has been 
identified with its development and he cer- 
tainly deserves great credit for what he has 
accomplished in the business world. 

THOMAS FRANCIS CHRISTMAN. 

Thomas Francis Christman, cashier of 
the Commercial Trust & Savings Bank of 
Danville, was born June 7, 18 58, in JVarren 
county, Indiana. He is a son of Isaac and 
Elizabeth (Gundy) Christman, natives of 
Ohio, and on the maternal side the ancestry 
can be traced back to Jacob Gundy, the great 
grandfather, who was a soldier of the Revo- 
lutionary war. Emigrating westward, he 
became a resident of Vermilion county at 
an early date, settling upon the north fork 
near the old town of Myersville. The grand- 
father, Joseph Gundy, was a charter member 
of the Masonic Order of Danville. By oc- 
cupation he was a farmer and stockraiser, 
being connected with agricultural pursuits 
in this county at a very early day. The 
father of our subject was taken by his par- 
ents to western Indiana when four years of 
age and was reared in Vermilion county. 
He, too, became a farmer by occupation and 
established his home in Ross township. 
where he carried on farming for three years. 

He then returned to Indiana, where he re- 
mained for several years and then again came 
to Vermilion county, Illinois, where he re- 
sumed farming. He is now living a re- 
tired life, making his home in Rossvilie at 
the age of eighty years, his birth having oc- 
curred in January, 1833. His wife, who 
was born in the same pear, passed away in 
1883. They were the parents of nine chil- 
dren, of whom Thomas F. is the seventh 
in order of birth. 

In the district schools of Indiana and 
Vernlillion county Thomas Francis Christ- 
man pursued his education, continuing hi3 
studies until nineteen years of age. Through- 
out the greater part of his business career 
he has followed farming, save for a brief 
interval of a year or two that he was en- 
gaged in clerking. When he first came tc 
Vermilion county he purchased land in part- 
nership with his brother, and together they 
owned about two sections, but eventually Mr. 
Christman of this review sold to his brother. 
He then became cashier of the Commercial 
Trust & Savihgs Bank, which is capitalized 
for one hundred thousand dollars. He is 
now a leading, reliable and respected repre- 
sentative of the banking interests of this 
part of the state, thoroughly undersands 
banking business and methods in every de- 
tail, and has contributed in no small degree 
to the successful control of the institution 
with which he is connected. 

In 1900 Mr. Christman was united in 
marriage to Miss Anna Broody, of Will- 
iamsport, Indiana, and they have many warm 
friends in Danville, where their 011-n home 
is justly noted for its hospitality and socia- 
bility. Mrs. Christman is a daughter of 
Thomas Broody. in whose family ?\-ere six 
children. Mr. Christman is a member of 
the Masonic Lodge of Rossville and in poli- 
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tics he is a stall\-art Republican. He needs 
no special introduction to the readers of this 
volume, because almost his entire life has 
been passed in this locality and his history 
is largely familiar to those who know him. 
Without ostentation or undue display of his 
good qualities he has commanded the re- 
spect and confidence of his fello\\- nmen by 
reason of his sterling n-orth and is to-da? 
a leading and honored representative of busi- 
ness interests of Dandle. 

JOSEPH CUNKIXGH-431. 

Joseph C~mningham made his advent 
into Vermilion county in a "prairie schoon- 
er." People of the present century can 
scarcely realize the struggles and dangers 
which attended the early settlers, the hero- 
ism and self sacrifice of lives passed upon the 
borders of ciuilizatian, the hardships en- 
dured, the difficulties ox-ercome. These tales 
of the early days read almost like a romance 
to those who have known only the moderrs 
prosperity and conveniences. To the pioneer 
of the early days, far removed from the 
privileges and conveniences of city and 
town, the struggle for existence was a stern 
and hard one, and these men anc! 11-omer. 
must have possessed indomitable energie~ 
and sterling worth of character, as \\-ell as 
marked physical courage, when they t h u ~  
voluntarily selected such a life and success- 
fully fought its battles under such circum- 
stances as prevailed in the 1Iississippi valley 
at the time the Cunningham fanlily was 
here established. Few indeecl are the resi- 
dents of Ver~nilion county ~vho can relate 
tales of the pioneer days in which they 1vei-e 
participants. but this Mr. Cunningham can 

do and his rerninisences are very interesting. 
He was born in Cynthiato~vn. Harrisol: 

county, Kentucky, February 7 ,  18.18. a so11 
of I?-illiam and Mary (Humes) Cunning- 
ham. The father \\-as born in Perms?-11-ani: 
about 1778 and died in 1-errnilion county, 
Xay I I,  1852, 11-hiIe his wife, a native of the 
Keystone state. has also passed atva!-. They 
\\-ere married in Pennsj-11-ania and after liv- 
ing for a time in Kentucky they came to 
Vermilion county. Illinois. in 1829. when 
our subject \\-as a year and a half olc!. They 
settled on the prairie in Sewell township at 
\\-hat i n s  Amon-n as the Cunningham gro.cye. 
There were no railroads and the family trav- 
eled in a prairie schooner. drawn by oxen, 
much time being consumed in making the 
trip. In the family \\-ere twelve children. 
Christine: eldest, was married and had three 
children-Squire. Alfred and Margaret, 
who became the n-ife of Joe Osborne. John. 
the second of the family. married Sancy 
Lindsey, and their children were : 11-illiam 
David, deceased ; Mary Jane, wife of Da\-id 
Clapp; John L.. who married Hannah 
Slyisher, who after his death became JIrs. 
Hannah Justus and is now a widow : George 
Washington, who lost his right arm 11-hile 
fighting for the L-nion : Emily, \\-ife of Mike 
Fury : and Sarah. 11-110 married Philo Icnapp. 
After the death of his first wife John Cun- 
ningham married Elizabeth French and they 
had four children : Thomas, \vho marriec' 
Maria Lane: Samantha. wife of Jeff -11- 
lisoxl ; Humphrey. who nlarried Josephine 
Campbell; and Perry. who married Lou 
Duncan. James Cunningham, the third 
member of the family of 11-iliiam and Mary 
Cn~lningl~an~. n-edded Mary -Ann -4ndren-s 
and their children were: Hannah C.. wife 
of John -Allison: _%. F.. \vho married Polly 
-Ann Lockhart: \I-illiam 0.. lvhose first wife 
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u7as Mattie Chandler and his present wife 
Etta Clem; and James A., 1%-ho married 
Anna 'IVhoops. Kancy Cunningham. the- 
fourth child. became the wife of LITillian- 
Barger and had two children, John and 

Isaac was the nest of the family. 
LVashington. the sixth. was drowned in 
Korth Fork. Thomas married Jane Ann 
Starr and had one child. Mary. wife of Soah 
Young. \lrilliam became a cripple at the 
age of fifteen. Malinda. the ninth, married 
11'. R. Chandler and had five children : 
Mary. who became the wife of Len- Young. 
while her present hnsband is -Andy Claypool : 
Emma. wife of R. Hoover. of Dakota : Rose. 
wife of Howard Hicks ; Josephus Chand- 
ler. deceased; and Ella. deceased. wife of 
Howarc1 Hicks. who since her death has 
married her sister Rose. Joseph C~~nning- 
ham. whose name heads this sketch, \\-as the 
tenth in the father's family. After the ar- 
rival of the family in this county t \ \ - ~  more 
children \\-ere born. Humes married Eliza- 
beth l2'inning and has a son. William. \vho 
wedded Ora Xlbright and has three chil- 
dren-Thomas, Oren am1 liillard. Jarrett. 
the youngest of the family. died in the army 
at Xashrille. Tennessee. 

Joseph Cunningham is the only survivor 
of his father's family. He shared with the 
others in the hardships as well as the pleas- 
ures of pioneer life. H e  was educated in 
a subscription school. his first teacher being 
James Davis, who taught in a log school- 
house furnished with slab benches. Mr. Cun- 
ningham first plowed with two horses hitched 
to a plow with a \vooclen molcl board. The 
second p l o ~  was a single-shovel affair and 
he cot grain \\-it11 a sickle. The first trad- 
ing point of the family after their arrival 
here was Chicago. u-here groceries were 
@\-en in eschange for the farm products 

and Mr. Cunningham frecluentl\- drove 
osen to that village. The old homestead 
n-as on section I I. Seu-ell ton-nship. He 
has worked in the snon- up to his boot 
tops. makirlg fences out of rails cut in the 
timber. The country was filled \\-it11 prairie 
11-011-es and there \\-ere also man?- black tim- 
ber 11-011-es and wild games of all kinds. 
including deer. It was necessary to pen 
up the <lomestic anin~als at night for their 
protection. I t  is impossible for the citi- 
zen of 1-ern~ilion count- to-day to realize 
\\-hat mere the hardships and trials e11dured 
in those early times. when this clistrict \\--as 
cut off from the comforts of the older east 
and when the settlers had to depentl upon 
what they could raise on the farms for near- 
I? eveq-thing which the\- enjo-c-ed. Our sub- 
ject began farming on his own account in 
~ S q g  and for forty-seven years \\-as identi- 
fied with agricultural pursuits and stock 
raising in this locality. He has shipped 
many car loads of cattle to the Chicago 
market ancl sold hundrecl of car loads of 
grain. On the 15th of October. 1863, he 
suffered loss by fire, u-hich destroyed his 
frame house, but with characteristic energy 
he began to builcl a larger and better liorne. 
erecting a tn-o-ston brick residence tu-en- 
ty-sis by thirtj--sis feet. ~vhich was rexly 
for occupant!- oil the. 13th of December 
ant1 still stands on the home farm. In 
1878 11e built a barn. thirty-sis by fort!- 
feet. ancl erected other substantial and c ~ m -  
n?odions buildings. tnaking his a model 
farm. The corn crop usually yields about 
fifty bushels to the acre and oats thirty- 
eight bushels. 

Joseph Cunningham \\-as united in mar- 
riage to Mar!- -\. Swisher. \\-llo cliec! -April 
;. 1902. after a long and happy married 
life. In their fanlily XI-ere nine childrer~ 
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Mar? E. died when about tn-ell-e years of 
age. CIeantha became the n-ife of Zack 
Starr. and died leaving three children. Effa. 
Irvin and -Arthur. Xalinda is cleceased. 
John I. married Ella Bentley and they have 
three children : Forrest. Harn-  and Stirling. 
Sora  is the wife of Erson French: \\-ill- 
iarn L. has also passed an-a?-. Ed~vartl mar- 
ried -\nna Clem. Ida 11. is the n-ife of 
C. B. Jackson ancl they have one child. 
Helen I,. antl Joseph S.. 1vho married 
Grace Leonard. is a practicing ~h!-siciar 
of DanviTIe. They have a son. born So- 
 ember j ,  1902. IIrs. Cunningham. the 
mother. n-as born ' in 1-ennilion county. 
1Iarch as. 1S32. and on the 5th of April. 
1849. gave her hand in marriage to our 
subject. She \.\-as the eldest in a family 
of ki&t cllildren born unto Louis and Eliz- 
abeth (Starr) Slvisher. 11-110 came to 1-er- 
milion county in cornpan>- 113th the Cun- 
ningham and Chandler families. 

In public affairs Joseph Cunnillgllam 
has been very prominent and influential. He 
has served in el-ep- township office with 
the esception of that of justice of the peace 
and supen-isor and his labors to promote 
the public welfare In\-e been far-reaching 
and beneficial. He  helped to build the 
JYalnut Corners church and has done much 
to promote the moral welfare of the com- 
munity. The first sen-ices of the Christian 
church in this county were helcl in his 
father's log cabin. IIr .  and Mrs. Cun- 
ningham became consistent members of that 
church. to which their children also belong. 
All the children are still living in Sen-ell 
township with the esception of Ida. For 
a number of years Slr. Cunningham served 
either as a deacon or elder of hi< church 
and was also one of its trustees. In 1806 
he retired to private life. putting aside all 

business cares. and is now lix-ing I\-ith his 
son. Dr. Cunningham. in \\-alnut street of 
Dandle.  He  is still the on-ner of tiyo 11:ln-- 
dred and forty acres of hte best improx-ed 
fann land in the county and likelvise has 
toll-11 properh-. n-hich is the visible evidence 
of his life of industry and toil. He stands 
to-day as one of the most honored pioneer 
settlers of the county. ha\-ing lvitnessed al- 
most its entire gron-th and del-elopment and 
is classed anlong those \\-ho have laid broad 
and deep the foundation for the present 
progress and prosperity o i  this portion of 
the state for lte has been found as the ad\-o- 
cate of all measi~res for improvement and 
for the developnlent o i  the communit~- and 
his influence has ever been on the side of the 
right. 

+; 

l'aried and important are the business 
interests 11-hich have claimed the attention 
of J. -4. Cunningham. of Hmpeston. He 
is one of Vermilion count)-'s native sons and 
one n-hose career reflects credit ancl honor 
upon the place of his nativity. His birth 
occurred in the Fear 1843 and his parents. 
James ancl Mar!- --I. ( .\ndren-s> Cunning- 
ham. 11-ere natives of Keritucky antl Sen 
k-ork, respectively. The fatiler was a farmer 
by occupation. carrying on tllat pursuit unti! 
s i s t -  years of age. when Ile put aside busi- 
ness cares and l i ~  etl retired. passing a\\-a>- at 
his home it1 Stateline. Indiana. at the age of 
ninety-one years. He had sur\-ived his wife. 
I\-ho also clietl at Stateline in ~%j. 

His pxrents ha\-ing beconte residents o i  
1-enniliotl comnty at an early day. 1. -A. 
Cunningham \\-as here reared an(! in the 
schools o i  his native count!- and of State- 
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line, Indiana, he purst~ed his education, re- 
ceiving instructions from Professor Mar- 
shall in the latter place. In his youth he 
assisted in the operation of the home farm 
and early became familiar with the best 
methods of cultivating the fields. In the 
summer of 1864, when twenty-one years of 
age, he offered his services to the cor~ntry 
as a defender of the Union. enlisting in the 
One Hundred and Tu-enty-fifth Illinois In- 
fantry under Captain Stewart, but he was 
rejected on account of physical disability. Be- 
ing unable to become a soldier he therefore 
undertook the task of winning success in 
the business world and entered the grocery 
trade at Stateline, Indiana, conducting his 
enterprise with good success until 1866. 
when he took up his abode near Hoopeston. 
Here he began dealing in stock. He pur- 
chased two hundred and forty acres of l a d  
at  twenty dollars per acre. As time passed 

1 and his financial resources increased he has 
a made very judicious investments in real es- 
1 tate, continually adding to his land until 
. he now owns thirty-six hundred acres. About 

sixteen hundred acres of this lies in Indiana 
but the greater- part is Illinois property. In 
1894 Mr. Cunningham became interested in 
the banking business, being connected with 
the Bank of Hoopeston conducted under 
the fmn name of Hamilton & Cunningham, 
and of this institution he is now the presi- 
dent. He is also one of the stockholders of 
the Commercial Trust & Savings Bank re- 
cently organized in Danville. A man of 
resourceful business ability, he has extended 
his efforts into other fields of activity and 
to-day he has a half interest in the Illinois 
Can Factory, with which he has been asso- 
ciated for about sixteen years. For several 

. years he looked after its farming interests 
and the raising of corn, also the work of 

delivering this product to the factory. He 
was one of the organizers of the Illinois Can 
Company, which in 1900 was merged into 
the American Can Company, in which he 
still retains stock. He was formerly owner 
of the Cunningham Hotel and is one of the 
six men who own and conduct the Hoope- 
ston horse nail factory. His sound busines: 
judgment and keen discernment have been 
important factors in many interests which 
have proven of value to the public by pro- 
moting commercial activity and at the same 
time have returned to the stockholders a 
good profit on their investment. 

In 1565 Mr. Cunningham was united ir! 
marriage to Miss Mary R. Scott, the wed- 
ding being celebrated in the house which 
stood upon the prairie and which yet stands 
to-day as one of the landmarks of that early 
time. The lady was reared by Thomas 
Hoopes, a wealthy pioneer of Vermilion 
county, and was liberally remembered in his 
will. Five children have been born of this 
union : Frank H., who married Dora Dove 
and carries on agricultural pursuits; ,inns 

S., the wife of D. B. M. Brown; Bert >I., 
who wedded Nettie Bond and is an agricul- 
turist; Harry R., who married - W e  Eades 
and is living in Chicago ; and Walter, who 
died at  the age of six years. Since the spring 
of 1894 Mr. Cunningham and his family 
have resided in Hoopeston. They now have 
a beautiful home on Penn street-the old 
Hoopes residence. 

Politically Mr. Cunningham is a stalwart 
Republican and for several years he efficient- 
ly served as a member of the board of super- 
visors. He was also a member of the State 
Board of Agriculture for five years and for 
a quarter of a century he was the president 
of the County Fair -Association ~\-hich he 
aided in organizing. becoming one of its 
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stockholders. He  is one of the men of 
means and enterprise 11-ho have made Hoope- 
ston an enterprising and progresive \\-=tern 
city. He has been very liberal to all measures 
for the general good, contributing freely of 
his time and means for the promo- 
tion of objects of general interest 
and improl-ement. Sociallq- he is con- 
nected xi-ith the 3lasonic f ratemit?. 
belonging to the blue lodge, chapter, com- 
mandery and council. and of the last named 
he is a charter member. The career of Mr. 
Cunningham has ever been such as to war- 
rant the trust and confidence of the business 
world, for he bas ever conducted all tran 
sactions according to the strictest principle-. 
of honor and integrity. His devotion to the 
public good is unquestioned and arises from 
a sincere interest in the 11-elfare of his felloxv 
men. ?Vhat the world needs is such men- 
men capable of managing extensive business 
concerns and conducting business on terms 
that are fair alike to employer and employe 
-men of genuine worth, of unquestioned 
integrity and honor, and then the question 
of oppression by capitalists and resistance 
and violence by laborers I\-ill be forever a: 
rest. - 

-4LhlOND NORTOS LE SEVE. 

-Almond N. Le Neve comes of a family 
which has ever been loyal to America. her 
institutions and her n-elfare. He  was born 
in Kewell ton-nship, east of the J. D. Camp- 
bell farm. March 9. 1837. and is a son of 
John and Rebecca (Sen-ell) Le Sel-e. The 
??el\-ells were the earliest settlers of the 
ton-nship and it \\-as named in honor of the 
family. The Le Sex-e's were natives of 
Kentucky. The father of -Almond N. emi- 

- - - - - - - - - 

grated to Vermilion county in 1823. when 
the country was wild and unimproved and 
Indians were numerous. The paternal and 
maternal grandfathers of our subject ?Tiere 
soldiers in the Revolutionary war ancl 
fought valiantly in the cause of independ- 
ence. The maternal grandfather enlisted 
in Halifas, Halifax county:Virginia, and 
went through the entire war 11-ithout receiv- 
ing a \\-ound. -1s he signed his name on the 
muster roll he made this remark: "Be- 
cause of the kind treatment of the colonies 
I \\-ill give mj- life and if necessary cement 
it with my blood." The paternal ,pandd 
father enlisted under General La Fayette 
and gave up his life on the altar of his 
country. being killed in the battle in which 
La Fayette was wounded. When La Fay- 
ette returned to America. the women met 
him spreading shan-1s for his feet to tread, 
in honor of his charity and del-otedness to  
the men in the field, for he spent a princely 
fortune upon the colon?es, giving of his 
means to feed and cIothe his men. Johr 
Le Ke\-e. the father of Almond N., \\-as born 
in Tenneessee. in 1803, and died in 1882, 
while his wife mas born in Kentucky, in 
180j, and died in 1882, three months after 
the death of her husband. Ilrhen he came 
with his parents to Illinois John Le Neve 
settled in 1,awrence county on Ellison prai- 
rie, west of Vincennes, Indiana, and re- 
mained there with his parents until 1823, 
when he came on to Vermilion county. Illi- 
nois. Here he married Rebecca Ne\\-ell, 
reared their family and spent the re- 
mainder of their days. John Le Neve 
had a brother, Obadia. who was 
born in 1799, and died in 1584. He 
I-as a man of charity and public spirit. and 
was kind to the ~vidor- and orphan. Khen 
he butchered he 11-ould kill enough stock 
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so as to give to those \x-l~o were unable to 
purchase meat. and was alu-a>-s ready tc 
help any one in distress that would apply 
to him. He  11-as widely known throughout 
the country and loved by every one. No 
one 11-ent unclothed or hungry from his door 
and he was ever trying to uplift mankind 
One Saturdap he visited the home of our 
subject and entered into a religious con- 
versation. Previous to this he had never 
made any religious profession. although his 
views were liberal and his life was in ac- 
cord with the teachings of Christianity. In 
this conversation he spoke of the life tc: 
come and was content concerning the same. 
H e  was called-away the following Monday 

. night. departing this life at  the home of 
Mr. Le Neve. 

John Le Neve and his wife were the 
parents of the following children: Samuel 
P. married Adeline Wilson and lives three 
miles north of Danville: Isabel Martin is 
deceased; William married Emma Smith 
who died in Champaign county. Illinois. 
They had two children, Samuel Per? and 
Marshall Ney. William married again. his 
second union being with Minen-a Mills. BJ- 
this marriage seven children were born : Sm- 
ford. now a school teacher: Emma. de- 
ceased: Lilly. Thomas. Samuel. and Laura 
and Nellie. t~vins. all at  home. The father 
of this family, William Le Neve. died March 
16. 1902. leaving to his family an untarn- 
ished name and the heritage of a life \\-ell 
spent. His death occurred at his home in 
Indiana.. where he had removed about I 898 
o r  1899. John Le Neve is now cleceasetl 

- Seraphine is the wife of John S. lyebber. 
a retired farmer of Paston. Illinois, ant1 
their childrer, are : Perry. deceasetl : --\I- 
mond Flavius. \vho married Hattie Harnett 
John I,.. Charlej- and Lincoln. Julia. the 

sixth menlber of the \\-elher family. is the 
wife. of Henry Corblel;. of Champaign coun- 
ty. Illinois. Xettie L. is no\\- Mrs. En-ell. 
and has one sor?. Ross is the n-ife of Stan- 
ley Sutton. an attorney. of Indiana. They 
have one son. The sisth member of the 
family of John Le Kere is the subject of 
this review- The se\-entll. Mrs. Mary I.eor? 
ard. is deceased. leaving two children. Perry 
an(1 Belle. John llTilson died in September. 
1886. Thomas. the youngest child. died in 
infancy. John Le Xeve came in a prairic 
schooner 11-it11 his parents from Tennessee. 
Hc began his active business career 11-it11 2 
capital of one hundred and thirt>- dollars 
and fifty cents. He entered eighty acres of 
timber ancl wild prairie land. paying there- 
for one dollar and a quarter per acre. This 
took one hundred dollars of his capital. and 
when he began housekeeping he had just 
thirteen dollars and fifty cents left. He 
made rails to pay for a cou- and he drove 
pins in a log and laid a board across as a 
place to put their dishes. They ate their meals 
from a puncheon table. in the old log housc 
wherc the subject of this rerieu- was born. 
During his life-time he \\-as an enterprising 
farmer. and also a great stock man. raising 
and selling a good grade of stock. 

Almond N. Le Neve was reared u p o ~  
his father's farm and attended the district 
school during the winter season. while in 
the summer he assisted his father upon the 
farm. He supplemented his early etlucz- 
tion with one year in the Danville higli 
school and after he left h ~ m e  he taught a 
term in Charrjpaign county. Illinois. He  
then engaged in general farming and stock 
raising. always raising his 011-n cattle and 
horses. He remembers the introduction of 
the crane. in 1850. and \\-hen the first cook- 
ing stove was brougl~t into the neighbor- 
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hoocl. H e  relates ho~v the?- used. to build 
fires before. matches came into use. with 
flint and knife, and h o ~  the pioneers used 
to  bake "Johnny Cake." H e  remenlbers 
the first t\\-o augers \vhich came into use in 
the neighborh:md, the first knon-n as a sev- 
en-quarter auger and the other as a one- 
quarter ixch auger. _Augers \\-ere so scarce 
then that they n-ere obliged to careful1~- put 
away any boards ~vhich they might find ~vith 
a hole in. for use in emergency. Part of the 
neighhorliootl coulcl r;ot farm until the hick- 
OF bark n-oulcl peel, from ~vhiclz they 111acle 
tugs. haines and shoe strings. On his oil-11 
home iarm the -  used to shuck corn in an old 
l7irg-inia box. Theq- had to make hoses so 
the ears 11-ould not roll out and had to re- 
pair the boxes each load. Their first plo\\- 
was a n-ootien nloltl bcard. the nest a single 
shovel. They cut grain with a reap hook 
and \\-hen the cradle came into use the!- 
considered it a great improi-ement. H e  re- 
members the first tiyo carriages in that lo- 
cality. Peter Starr o\~-ned one of these and 
Joe Cunningham's father the other. The 
people ~vould gaze at these carriages in as- 
tonishtnent. regarding them as being "won- 
derfully and iearful1~-  made." In these 
primitive times grease lamps and dip can- 
dles I\-ere in use. 11-hen later kerosene came 
into use it 11-as regarded as being very-dan- 
gerous. Nany a time has Jlr.  Le Seve 
pursued his studies by the light of a fire. 
H e  also broke prairie in Champaign county. 
using plo\\:s that \vouIcl cut from twenty- 
four to t\\-enty-six inches. H e  and his 
brother 11-illian~ "batchecl" in that cot!nt~- 
during one summer in cornpan?- with their 
father. 

-Almond S. Le S e w  started on his busi- 
ness career in his t~ventietl~ \-ear and re- 
mained in Champaign county. Illittois. until 

after his m2rriage. The lady o i  his choice 
was Saw?- J. Ford. \vhc \\-as born in Shelby 
county. Intliana, a daughter of 11-illiam and 
Sarah (I-oudeil) Ford, both of n-horn n-ere 
natives of Kentuck!.. Unto JIr.  and JIrs. 
Le Se\-e were born eight children. Louis 
died in iilfancv. Jerome. of Danville. mar- 
ried Grace Jlarple. and the\- have tn-o chil- 
dren. Russell anct llargueritc. E r t ~ n ~ a  
Belle. a bright little girl. died at the age ol 
seven years. Frinnie is 110~- Mrs. Char!= 
1-oung. of Selvell to\vnsllil). atld has four 
children. Don. Ross. I\Iary and Harriet 
Ruth. Hattie is the fifth nleinber of Mr. 
Le Seve's fan~il\-. Roy inarried Grace Coff- 
man l\Iarch 26. 1902. The>- have one child. 
Paul Reagan. She \\-as born l larch j. 1877. 
ant1 is a daughter of Re\-. 1\'illiarn and Mary 
(Betzer) Coffman. of Indiana. Jerry as- 
sists his father on the home farm. Jennie 
>lay. the !-oungest of the iamily. died in 
infanc>-. 

3lr. and Mrs. Le Seve are members of 
State Line City llethodsit Episcopal church, 
in n-hich JIr. Le Sex-e xvas class leader for 
several years. aIso acting as Sunday-sc!lool 
superintentlent. The home of 3lr. and Mrs. 
Le Seve is pern~eated by Christianit?. the 
entire family being active and earnest work- 
ers in the church. The children have all 
been reared under the influence of the good 
mother and father. and Miss Hattie has 
heen identifiecl with e\-angelical I\-ork for 
about six years. 1Yhile in S e w  I-ork she 
spoke at -1. B. Simpson's church and later 
\vent to -isburl; Park. Sew Jersey. She is 
fitting herself as a missionary and espects 
to go to foreign lands to labor in the cause 
of Christianity. In September. 189.5. Sister 
Jlershon, an evangelist. held several meet- 
ings. during which Mr. Le Seve and hi. 
fanlily \\-ere converted and sanctified. A t  
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the close Miss Hattie Le Keve felt the call- 
ing of the Master to take up his work an i  
gave expression to her feelings by singing 
with Sister Mershon. She has continue6 
in this work since and is well fitted for it. 
having taken training at Nyack, New York: 
a missionary training institute. Roy Le 
Keve and his wife are also preparing for the 
same kind of work. Mrs. Grace I,e Neve 
is a musician of remarkable talent, being 
able to sing and play any piece of sacred 
music, although she has never taken lessons 
along that line. The Le Neve family have 
a happy home and on the walls are inscribed 
many lines from the scripture. They have 
meetings held at their home twice a week. 
On the death of William Le Neve, the 
brother of Almond N., Miss Hattie Le Neve 
preached the funeral sermon. She had been 
previously requested to do this by IVillianl 
Le Neve. The service was very touching 
and was the means of bringing many to 
Christ. The Le Neve family is noted for its 
members being of such an upright and hon- 
orable class. The children of Mrs. John S. 
Webber, the sister of Almond N., all mar- 
ried into highly educated and cultured fam- 
ilies. 

Mr. Le Neve of this review has help& 
to establish the schools and nearly every 
church of this locality, and while living in 
Champaign corinty he also took an interest 
in public affairs. With his brother Will- 
iam he removed to Champaign co~~nty,  Illi- 
nois, in 1858. In the panic of 1873-4 ho 
lost heavily, but he did not become discour- 
aged. He -n life anew and by good man- 
agement he again acquired a competence. 
He has always lived a Christian life and he 
feels that by reason of this he has prospered. 
He at one time owned one hundred and 
ninety acres of well improved land. Of 

this he sold ninety acres or divided it among 
his children. He now has one hundred acres 
of the very best farm land, on section 24, 
Xelvell township. On this place he has lived 
for fifteen years. His son Roy \i-as in the 
First Regiment, Illinois Light Artillery, 
Battery A, under Major Williston, Captain 
Yeager and General Brook. The regiment 
was sent to Porto Rico, but never was in 
battle, although some of the infantry and 
cavalry were called into fight skirmishes. 
Mr. Le Neve of this review has seen the 
city of Danville develop from a hamlet to 
a thriving and flourishing city, and has been 
identified with the interests of Vermilion, 
his native county, all his life. He began 
life with no capital and through right prin- 
ciples of honesty and integrity he has pros- 
perd and stands teday among the highly 
respected and substantial citizens of Newell 
tom-nship. In politics he is a Prohibitionist 
and gives his best efforts to the support of 
that party. Always public-spirited, lie has 
served as commissioner of highways and 
school director for many years in Vermilion 
and Champaign counties, and he served as 
superintendent of two different schools dur- 
ing one summer. All movements for the 
genral welfare have his hearty support and 
co-operation and no one is more highly re- 
garded in Vermilion county than Almond 
N. Le Neve. 

*= 
- .  

In whatever relation of life Mr. Trego 
has been found he has been respected for his 
sterling worth, his fidelity to principle and 
to duty and his enterprising and progressive 
spirit. He was born in Bucks county, Penn- 
sylvania, on the 16th of June, 1838. He 
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is a son of Curtis D. and Mary G. (Gilbert) 
Trego, both of whom were natives of the 
Keystone state and were members of the So- 
ciety of Friends, in which faith our subject 
was reared. The father was a farmer by 
occupation and during the greater part of 
his life carried on agricultural pursuits. In 
1856 he went to Galesburg in order to pro- 
vide his children with better educational ad- 
vantages and was there engaged in conduct- 
ing a grocery store. At the time of the Civi! 
war he was engaged in purchasing horses 
for the post at Gallatin, Tennessee. He re- 
sided in Orion, Henry county, Illinois, for 
several years after the close of the war and 
the last ten years of his life were spent in 
Cass county, Iowa, where both he and his . wife died. This worthy couple were the 
parents of nine children : Elizabeth, now 
deceased; A. H., of this review-; Jacob R.. 
who is living in Cass county, Iowa; Helen 
R., the wife of Joseph Engle, of that county ; 
Letitia, the wife of A. Clark, of Earlham. 
Iowa; Lavinia, the wife of D. D. Hall, of 
Norfolk, Nebraska; Fred, of Cass county, 
Iowa; Frank, who died in Galesburg, Illi- 
nois ; and Emma, who died in Henry county, 
Illinois. 

In the common schools A. H. Trego be- 
gan his education which was completed by 
graduation in Lombard College, of Gales- 
burg, Illinois. He  completed the collegiate 
course in the month of June, 1862, and in 
July of the same year he enlisted in thc 
Union army as a member of Company C, One 
Hundred and Second Illinois Infantry, un- 
der Captain Frank Shedd and Colonel Mc- 
Murtry. He served for three years and was 
on the staff of General E. A. Paine, holding 
the rank of first lieutenant for a year. -4s 
Captain Shaw was on detached duty. our 
subject took command of the company in the 

Atlanta campaign, sen-ing thus from Chat- 
tanoop until they reached -Atlanta, as a 
member of Sherman's forces. He acted as 
aide Ce camp on the staff of General Harri- 
son. 11-ho commanded the First Brigade and 
Third Division, Twentieth -\my Corps, 
from Atlanta to Savannah during Sherman's 
march to the sea and continued as acting as- 
sistant adjutant general on the staff of Col- 
onel .case. of the One Hundred and Fifth 
Illinois Infantry from Savannah to GoIds- 
boro. -After Harrison's return to his com- 
mand Mr. Trego still acted as assistant ad- 
jutant general until after the troops reached 
\k7asl~ington. He was mustered out in June, 
186 j, returning to his home lvith a record 
for gallant and meritorious military senice. 
He was slightly \vounded in the hand and 
again in the shoulder, but otherwise escaped 
uninjured. 

Returning to Galesburg,. Mr. Trego re- 
mained for a short time at  that place and 
then went to Rock Island, Illinois, where 
he was engaged in the grocery business with 
his father for a year. He next occupied a 
position as bookkeeper in a commission 
house in Chicago and in 1867 he embarked 
in the produce commission business on South 
Water street of that city. There he carried 
on operations until 1871, when his business 
was destroyed in the great fire \+hi& swept 
over the city, the insurance company paying 
him only ten cents on the dollar. After this 
disaster he did not have money enough to 
buy himself an overcoat. With strong pur- 
pose and unconquerable determination, how- 
ever, he began work in a lumberyard as a 
sorter. There he remained until the spring fol- 
lo\\-ing, when he became shipping c!erk, act- 
ing in that capacity until 1876. when he re- 
moved to Hoopeston and established a retail 
lumber business, which he conducted with 

Public Domain Book - Found at COAN.NET / VermilionCounty.INFO



T H E  BIOGR-IPHIC-1L RECORD 

success until 1888. when he sold out. Since 
that time he has been connected with agri- 
cultural pursuits and ~vith the canning busi- 
ness: He was one of the three organizers 
of the Hoopeston Canning- Cornpan?, xhich 
was capitalized for fifty thousand dollars. 
In this enterprise he was associated with 
J. S. IIcFerren and -1. T. Catherwood, the 
latter now- deceased. This business is still 
conducted by Mr. Trego and Mr. 11cFerren 
and since 1890 our subject has 1;ad the man- 
agement of the plant. He was one of the 
eight organizers of the Union Can Company 
in 1894. which in 1900 \\-as merged into 
the -American Can Company oi which he 
is a stockholder. He acted as presiclent of 
the Union Can Company until tlte last year 
of its kxistence. He is a director of the 
First Sational Bank and is the president of 
the Hoopeston Horse-Kail Company. He 

7 owns valuable land in Benton county, In- 
diana, to the extent of four hundred ancl sixty 
acres and is Gual owner with Mr. IIcFerre 

i in fourteen hundred acres of valuabIe land 
in Grant township, this county. He also has 
real estate in Chicago, including some resi- 
dences on Indiana avenue, xvith consiclerable 
realty in Hoopeston, including three or four 
hundred lots. His own attractive residence 
here, built in 1881. is situated at the comer 
of Fourth and 'I'ITashington streets. He is 
the president of the Illinois-Cuban Lancl 
Company, owning twenty thousand acres of 
land in Cuba near the city of Santiago. 

In Chicago, in October, 1868, Mr. Trego 
was united in marriage to Miss Frances C. 
Reed, a native 'of Fulton county. Illinois 
In the family \\-ere eight children. five sons 
and three daughters, of 1%-hom four sons are 
yet living: Charles H., \vho is associated 
with his father in farming interests : Ed\varcl 
F., who is bookkeeper for the canning com- 

pany; and IValter and Gilbert C.. who are 
in school. The mother died -April 28. 1897, 
and on the 8th of Sovanber. 1900, 11s 
Trego mas married to Miss Florence Honey- 
\\-ell, a daughter of --llba Honeywell, u-ho is 
represented elsewhere in this 11-ork. 
' For thirty-four years Mr. Trego has 

been a member of the Universalist church 
and superintendent 'of the Sunday-school. 
He is also chairman of the board of trus- 
tees of the church and is deeply interested 
in everything pertaining to the upbuilding . 

of the cause and to the extension of its in- 
fluence. He is trustee of Lombard College, 
of Galesburg, Illinois, and for the past seve 
years he has served as president of the 
Hoopeston Public Library with the excep- 
tion of two years when absent from the city, 
He is also secretary of the board of trustees 
of Greer College. In politics he is a stal- 
wart Republican and for a number of pears 
he served as an alderman of Hoopeston and .  
was may-or of the city at the time the water-- 
works system \\-as inaugurated. He has ever 
been active in defense of measures pertaining 
to the general good. Socially he is connected 
with the Grand Army Post at that place. of 
which he was the first commander. He be- 
longs to Hoopeston Lodge, So.  I 15, F. & 
A. ill.. and the chapter and commandery 
at Paxton. He arrived in Hoopeston in 
1876 and has resided here continuo~isl~ 
since. 

The entire life of Mr. Trego has been 
one of unusual activity and industry and h e  
is a self-made man in the fullest sense of 
that so frequently misused term. Holding 
important business positions, controlling 
vast interests-this speaks louder than 11-ord: 
of his esecutire and business ability. His 
methods have ah\-ays been in keeping with 
the highest principles of honorable and fair 
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dealing and with conscientious regard for 
the rights of others. He has a clear and 
comprehensive mind and is able to concei1:e 
not only large projects but also to execute 
well directed plans. Although he has been 
closely identified with extensive enterprises 
his time and attention have not been given 
\\-holly to them. He has been req- promi- 
nent and helpful in business affairs and also 
in matters of public importance. He like- 
wise has rare social qualities and delights 
in good fellon-ship and lacks none of those 
personal traits of character which are indi- 
cative of the warm hearted and high minded 
gentleman. 

JUDGE D. D. EVANS. 

Perhaps there is no part of this history 
of more general interest than the record of 
the bar. It is well known that the peace, 
prosperity and well-being of every cornmun- 
ity depend upon the wise interpretation of 
the laws, as well as upon their judicious 
framing, and therefore the records of the 
various persons who have at different times 
made up the bar will form an important part 
of this volume. A well known jurist of Illi- 
nois said: "In the American state the great 
and good l a y e r  must always be prominent, 
for he is one of the forces that move and con- 
trol society. Public confidence has generally 
been reposed in the legal profession. I t  has 
ever been the defender of popular rights, the 
champion of freedom regulated by law, the 
firm support of good government. In the 
times of danger it has stood like a rock and 
breasted the mad passions of the hour and 
finally resisted tumult and faction. No po- 
litical preferment, no mere place, can add 
to the power or increase the honor which be- 
longs to the pure and educated lam-yer." 

3 

Judge D. D. Evans is one \vho has been hon- 
ored by- and is an honor to the legal fra- 
ternity of Illinois. He stands to-day promi- 
nent among the leading members of the bar 
of the state.-a position which he has at- 
tained through industry, energy and marked 
ability. 

The Judge has passed the seventy-third 
milestone on life's journet-, his birth having 
occurred on the 17th of -4pri1, 1829, near 
Ebensburg. Pennsylvania, his parents being 
David and Anna (Lloyd) Evans. As the 
name indicates, the Evans famiiy is of Welsh 
origin. His paternal grandfather was a na- 
tive of the northern portion of 'IVales, while 
the grandmother was born in a southern dis- 
trict of the rock-ribbed country, In child- 
hood they- crossed the Atlantic with their re- 
spective parents, who located in the Keystone 
state. The maternal grandfather of the 
Judge \\-as a leading and influential resident 
of Pennsylvania at an early day and \\-as in- 
strumental in the formation of a county 
there, which he called Cambria, the ancient 
name of Wales. He also laid out and 
founded the county seat of the new county, 
which he named Ebensburg in honor of a 
deceased son. Not only was he active in the 
material development of his portion of the 
state but was a man of much influence as the 
promoter of its moral progress, being a min- 
ister of the gospel. 

David Evans. the father of the Judge, 
was reared in Pennsylvania. became a stone- 
mason and contractor and aided in the con- 
struction of the f amo~~s  portage road across 
the Allegheny mountaks in Pennsylvania. 
That was at an early epoch in the history of 
railroads and the work was considered a 
piece of 11-onderful engineering. The money 
which he earned in this way l l r .  Evans in- 
vested in farm land and then turned his at- 
tention to agricultural pursuits. I t  was thus 
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that Judge Evans became familiar with farm 
labor in his youth. The advantages and 
privileges which he enjoyed in his early 
youth were few. He did not enter a school- 
room until he was ten years of age, and then 
spent only two months in each year for a few 
years as a student there. He had a love of 
learning, however, that prompted his ac- 
quirement of knowledge through reading 
and study a t  home, and in this way he be- 
came qualified to teach, and for one or two 
terms followed the profession of teaching, 
whereby he acquired means sufficient to en- 
able him to continue his own education a t  
Hiram, Ohio. His capital was also supple- 
mented by his earnings in the harvest field 

- during the summer vacations. On leaving 
that institution he made his way to southern 
Ohio and for five or six years continued his 
work as a successful teacher. During that 
time he also spent one term as a student in 
the Normal Institute of Lebanon, Ohio. 
Forming the determination to become a 
practitioner at the bar, while still pursuing 
his educational work as an instructor he took 
up the study of law, and in 1860 he matricu- 
lated in the law department of the Univer- 
sity of Michigan, a t  Ann Arbor, and was 
there graduated in 1563. 

In the meantime the country had become 
i~volved in civil war, and with patriotic 
loyalty Judge Evans offered his services to 
the government, but almost immediately af- 
ter his enlistment he \\-as taken ill with ty- 
phoid fever and was thus forced to return 
home. In November, 1564, he became a 
resident of Danville, and has since been 
numbered among its valued ancl honored 
citizens. Here he entered up011 the practice 
of his profession in connection lvith John 
LA. Kumler. Older practitioners \\-ere in the 
field and the amount of legal business at that 

time wis not g-r&t. He found it difficult to 
obtain a foothold that would bring him suffi- 
cient pecuniary returns to meet his expenses, 
and, while gaining a start in his profession 
he again engaged in teaching for a year, 
and showed himself a successful teacher. 
He also became a factor in journalistic cir- 
cles, and, in connection with Judge Clapp, 
became the owner of the Chronicle, ~rhich 
was consolidated with the Vermilion Coun- 
ty Plaindealer and became the Danville 
Plaindealer, Judge Evans acting as editor of 
the new paper. ,411 this, however, was but 
the means of tiding him over and after a 
year spent as editor of the Plaindealer he 
again returned to the practice of law as a 
partner of &'I. D. Hawes, and when Mr. 
Hawes withdrew from the legal profession 
after four years, Mr. Evans \\-as then alone 
in business for two years. He then formed 
a partnership with Charles M. Swallow, this 
being continued for four years, when the 
Judge \\?as again without a partner. In the 
meantime, however, he had demonstrated 
his ability to successfully cope with the in- 
tricate problems of jurisprudence, had dis- 
played broad and comprehensive knowledge 
of the law, had shown force in argument. 

. 

strength in reasoning and clearness and 
capability in the presentation of a cause. His 
ability attracted to him the attention of the 
leaders of the Republican party and in 1851 
he was nominated on that ticket for the office 
of county judge. 

In speaking of this part of his life a 
contemporary biog-rapler has said : "\illen 
Jlidge El-ans came to the bench he found the 
affairs of the court in a deplorable conc!ition, 
owing partly to the long-continued illness 
of his predecessor, Judge Hanforcl, ancl p ~ r t -  
I? to the loose and \~hoIly ineficient n~ethocls 
which had prevailed in the contluct of the 
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office. * * * H e  found cases on the 
docket ten, fifteen and even twenty years be- 
hind, * * * and grave abuses and 
neglect of duty were evident, not the least of 
which mas the practice of allowing p a r -  
dians, executors and administrators to settle 
a t  such times as they might elect, with their 
wards out of court, and such settlements had 
been accepted by the court in direct violation 
of law, which requires such settlements to 
be made under oath, in court, 11-ith an item- 
ized account of all transactions pertaining 
to the estates or other property in trust. 
Judge Evans insisted upon changing a11 of 
this. I t  is probably that the history of the 
entire state would fail to show such a com- 
plete and radical reformation and transfor- 
mation in so short a time as was wrought by 
him during his first term in this o9ce. He  
radically revised the methods in vogue in 
probate matters, and as rapidly as possibly 
under the circumstances, took up, straighten- 
ed out and disposed of the old cases which 
had so long been lingering on the docket: 
required all guardians, administrators, ex- 
ecutors, assignees and conservators to ac- 
co~mt  for their trusts in the manner pre- 
scribed by lam; developed the common Ian- 
term from practically nothing to three terms 
per year of several weeks each, or in short he 
made the county court of 'almost equal im- 
portance to the circuit court. He appointed 
over two hundred executors and adminis- 
trators, and about one hundred and fifty 
guardians and conservators, all of 11-horn 
he required to account regularly in court 
as the law required. He  gave his undi- 
~ i d e d  attention to the duties of the posi- 
tion to which he had been chosen. and 
gave clreful consi:!eration to each czse 

as it came up; and as a resuit of this care 
and as evidence of his kno~vledge of Inu- 

and sound legal judgment he achieved the 
proud distinction of having but one finding 
revised and but a single one reversed by the 
higher courts during his term of senice. 

"L-pon the expiration of his first term, 
Judge Evans was again elected to the same 
position, and for four years more presided 
over the court. the standing of 11-hich he had 
done so much to establish and elevate. 

"It must not be supposed that the meth- 
ods adopted by Judge Evans met the un- 
qualified approval of all people in the com- 
munity, although no one could speak aught 
against him personallj-, for his honor, in- 
tegrity, ability and all that goes to constitute 
the ideal judge he was above reproach; yet 
there were many malcontents. There were 
those 11-ho had been thriving off the estates 
in trust, who found their occupation gone; 
the machine politicians were not in love with 
him, for he was not the kind of man they 

. 

could approach, much less handle, for the 
furtherance of their schemes; and when it 
came time to nominate a candidate for the 
third term Judge Evans busied himseIf with 
the duties of his office instead of wire-pull- 
ing for the nomi~lation, with the result that 
he awoke one morning and found another 
Richmond in the field. Then it was that the 
better element of the other political party- 
the Democratic-formed plans, and without 
consulting -him and entirely \\-ithout his 
knowledge. and of course without his con- 
sent. either directly or indirectl?, placed 
his name on the ticket as their candidate for 
county judge. They justified their action 
in this matter partially by citing the fact 
that during his first candidacy- for the ofice 
the? 112d pIaced no candidate for the office 
of their oiin against him but had instmd 
placed his name on their ticket. thus making 
11im 1-irtually the candidate of both political 
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parties ; and now, when the machine element 
in his own party had succeeded in getting 
him put aside, the Democrats placed his 
name on their ticket from consideration of 
the able and impartial manner in which he 
h2d for eight years conducted the affairs of 
this important position. This action of his 
friends-undoubtedly kindly meant-placed 
Judge Evans in an awkward position. H e  
could not without wounding the feelings of 
his friends preemptorily spurn this indorse- 
ment and in fact and truth he had no oppor- 
tunity of "declining the honor," as he was 
never consulted in the matter; so he simply 
let matters take their course. His enemies 
worked persistently and desperately, while 
he made no move and gave no utterance in 
his own behalf. The result was that he was 
defeated at the polls by a small majority. 
This may have been poor "politics," and 
undoubtedly was from a practical stand- 
point, but Judge Evans was never a practi- 
cal "politician" in the sense that term is 
used in the present day. H e  has none of 
that "all-things-to-all-men" sort of qualifi- 
cation which is the principal stock in trade 
of the average latter-day politician. He is 
modest, dignified and reserved, and scorned 
the practice of going into the field and act- 
ively soliciting votes for himself. The re- 
sult was that his opponents called him an 
aristocrat XI-ithout sympathy with the com- 
mon people, and said he was a party turn- 
coat because his name appeared on the Dem- 
ocratic ticket. By'these and other like meth- 
ods enough votes were secured to retire him 
from the office he had done so much to 
dignify and honor. H e  accepted his defeat 
gracefully, and at once took up again the 
practice of his profession." 

UThile the practice of law has been the 
real life work of Judge Evans he has at the 

same time been connected with some very 
important business affairs 2nd ivith public 
interests. In  1892 he became an equal owner 
in The  abash Milling Company, but in 
1894 a disastro~~s fire destroyed the plant, 
which was only partially insured, and thus 
a large loss was sustained. In matters per- 
taining to the general good the Judge has 
allt-ays been found on the side of progress, 
improvement and reform. H e  has been a 
member of the board of education in Dan- 
d l e  and the cause of the schools have found 
in him a warm and helpful friend. He has 
never wavered in his allegiance to the Re- 
publican party and has been recognized as 
one of its leaders in his district, serving as 
chairman of the Republican central com- 
mittee. In 1876 he was made a delegate to 
the Republican national convention, .which 
nominated Hayes for the presidency and 
again and again he has been sent as a dele- 
gate to the state conventions of his party. 
He has ever been fearless and outspoken in 
defense of his honest political convictions, yet 
is not bitterly aggressive, however, no one 
has occasion to question his views. I t  is 
doubtful if he ever weighed an act of his 
life in the balance of political policy. He  is 
an incorruptable patriot and deserves the 
homage that commanding ability wins from 
all men. In the press by his 01~11 pen he 
has denounced false methods and has ever 
believed in the office seeking the man rather 
than the man seeking the office. 

In 1567 occurred the marriage of Judge 
Evans and Mrs. Ed~vilda -4. Sconce, whose 
maiden name was Crom~vell. They became 
the parents of three children, but only one 
is now living, Waldo Carl. The Evans 
household has ever been noted for its graci- 
ous hospitality, this home being the favorite 
resort of the citizens of Danville and its 
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social features are most enjoyed by the 
friends of the Judge and his estima- 
ble wife. As an orator, Judge Evans 
is not one of prominence, but is clear 
and forceful. He  has been a student 
not only of political issues but of social and 
economical questions and from his pen have 
come able utterances on many subjects. COT- 
ering a wide range of thougl~t and in\-esti- 
gation. There is nothing narron- or con- 
tracted about him and he cannot accept nar- 
row creeds or dogmas but his is a religion 
which believes in the uniform laws of the 
universe and the brotherhood of man. He 
is a member of no church but his nlorals 
and integrity are unquestioned. He  is a 
follon-er of facts rather than faith and is a 
believer in the freedom of tho~lght. Few 
lawyers have made a more lasting impression 
upon the bar of the state, both for legal abil- 
ity of a high order and for the individuality 
of a personal character, which impresses it- 
self upon a community. Of a family con- 
spicuous for strong intellects, indomitable 
courage and energy, he entered upon his 
career as a lawyer, and such was his force 
of character and natural qualifications that 
he overcame all obstacles and wrote his name 
upon the keystone of the legal arch. In hi. 
pril-ate life he is distinguished by all that 
marks the true gentlemah. His is a noble 
character,-one that subordinates personal 
ambition to public good and seeks rather the 
benefit of others than the aggrandizement of 
self. Endon-ed by true nature. with high 
intellectual qualities, to 1vhic11 he has added 
the discipline and embellishnients of culture, 
his is a most attractive personality. 17-ell 
versed in the learning of his profession. and 
with a deep knowledge of human conduct, 
11-it11 great sagacity and extraordinary tact. 

he stands to-day as one of the most dis- 
tinguished members that has ever practiced 
at the bar of this portion of Illinois. 

S_?I\IUET, COLLISOS. 

Samuel Collison. the president of tile 
First Sational Eank of Rossville. was bonl 
on the 1st of -4ilg~i~t.  1853. in Pilot ton-ri- 
ship. T-errnilion count?. near Collison sta- 
tion. which \\-as 11amed in honor of the fam- 
1 His father. -4bsalom Collison, was a 
native of Ohio and arrived in this county in 
18438. \\-hen D a n d l e  \vas a mere hamlet 
upon a broad and alnlost unbroken prairie 
1\-hic11 stretched away for miles in every 
direction. He settled in \\-hat \\-as then 
kno~i-1-11 as Higgins~ille, entered land from 
the go\-ernment and turned his attention to 
fmning. Tlle ad\-antages n-hich the county 
offered to her early settlers were utilized by 
Mr. Collison. n-l10 purchased land \\-hen it 
was cheap and extended his possession un- 
til he had about one tllousand acres. This 
he improved and cultii-ated and the fields re- 
sponded liberally with excellent crops. H e  
also erecred substantial and modern build- 
ings upon his i a rn~ .  including one of the 
finest I-esiclences in this part of the state. 
hauling the lu~tlber froill Indiana. H e  ~vas  
not 0111~- abreast I\ it11 n~oclern improvement 
but :\-as a leader in advancement along such 
lines. and the earl!- clei-elopment of the coun- 
t\- \\-as clue in no smail nleasure to his efforts. 
He  married SIaq- Chenon-eth. a native of 
Ollie. 1~110 kcatne a resident of I'errnilion 
couct!- about the same time as her husband. 
They became the parents of tn-el\-e children, 
of \\-horn seven are non- living. The father 
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passed away when about forty-eight years 
of age and the mother aftenvard became the 
wife of John Smith. 

In the district schools Sanluel Collison 
acquired his early education, which, how- 
ever, mas of limited character, for his train- 
ing was much more extensive in farm work 
and his time was largely given to the labors 
of field and meadow. His father died when 
the son was less than one year old, and when 
he had reached the age of nineteen he left 
home and began earning his own living. 
Soon afterward he purchased eighty acres 
of land in Champaign county and for five 
years resided thereon. During that time he 
was married, in November, 1874, when 
twenty-one years of age, to Nancy Lindsay, 
a native of Vermilion cor~nty and a daughter 
of David Lindsay, an early pioneer and 
farmer from Kentucky, I\-110 settled near Mr. 
Collison's farnl. After about six years in 
Champaign county our subject sold his land 
there and returned to this county, where he 
purchased one hundred and sixty acres of 
partly improved land. This he tiled and im- 
proved and to it he added a half section, thus 
becoming owner of a valuable farm of four 
hundred and eighty acres, constituting one 
of the finest and best improved farms of the 
county. H e  was extensively engaged in the 
buying and shipping of cattle for twelve or 
fifteen years, in addition to  general farming, 
and became well known as a very successful 
stockdealer. In  1893 he became interested 
in the banking business as a stockholder in a 
private hank with which he was associated 
for seven years. In this enterprise he was 
conr~ected with his nephew, Fred Collison. 
In  18qo he purchased the interests of Messrs. 
Cunningham and Christman in what was 
known as the Citizens Bank, which on the 
1st of July, 1900, was organized under the 
name of the First National Bank, and is 

capitalized for thirty-five thousand dollars. 
Mr. Collison is now the president of the in- 
stitution, with Mr. Craps as cashier, and the 
officers, together with P. Cadle, J. LV. Fag- 
her, 'CV. T. Cunningham, J. T. Christman, 
Ora Greer, and 0. P. Stufflebeam constitute 
the board of directors. The institution has 
prospered, becorni~lg one of the reliable 
moneyed concerns of the county, and the 
capable management and enterprise of Mr. 
Collison are accountable in a large degree 
for this desireable result. 

LTnto hlr. and Mrs. Collison have been 
born two dailgllters, Mary and Olive. So- 
cially Mr. Cclllison is connected with the 
Modern tVoodrner1 of America, and politi- 
cally he is a Republican, who strongly en- 
dorses the principles of the party but has 
never sought office as a reward for party 
fealty. His life has been that of the enter- 
prising resolute American business man, 
watchful of opportunities, quick to note 
possibilities and yet ne\-er taking advantage 
of the necessities of his felloiv men. His 
business career is one which any man might 
be proud to possess because of his success 
and the honorable methods he has ever fol- 
lowed. - 

THOML4S HOOPES. 

More than one Illinois man whose name 
figures to-day upon the pages of history was 
born, as was Mr. Hoopes, in a log cabin 
and reared amid the hardships and priva- 
tions of pioneer life, but it is only under the 
pressure of adversity and the stimulus of 
opposition that the best and strongest in men 
have been brought out. Although Thomas 
Hoopes did not direct his energies into chan- 
nels which brought him political renown 01- 

military distinction. he became an important 
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factor in reclaiming the great prairie clis- 
tricts of Illinois for the purposes of cil-iliza- 
tion and achieved success which an-akened 
admiration and respect, and as long as the 
town of Hoopeston stands he \\-ill be hon- 
ored as its founder and first settler. 

On the 26th of June, 1So6, in a little 
log cabin \\-llich stood in what \\-as the11 
Jefferson countj-. but is no\\- Harrison coun- 
ty. Ohio. Thomas Hoopes first opened his 
eyes to the light of day, being the fourth 
in order of birth in a family of s is  chil- 
dren. Primitive pioneer conditions then es- 
isted in the Buckeye state and accordingly 
he was deprived of many of the advantages 
\i-l-hicl~ could have been enjoyed in a more 
thickly settled region. His education was 
largely acquired under the direction of his 
mother, although later he had the opportun- 
ity of attending a private school for a month. 
About the time he attained his majoriy his 
father died, and he received as his share of 
the estate three hundred and thirty-four 
(lollars and four cents, ~vhich served as the 
nuclus around 11-hich he gathered his for- 
tune in later years. 

Mr. Hoopes continued on the home farm 
until his marriage. which occurred July 8, 
1846. Miss Anna Gray, of Harrison co~ult>-, 
Ohio, becoming his wife. Soon aftem-ard 
he purchased eight hundred acres of land 
near Marion, Ohio. and settling thereon 11ut 
up one of the first brick houses in that part 
of the state. He  also made many other s ~ ~ b -  
stantial improvements upon his farm and 
devoted most of his attention to stock-rais- 
ing. having a large flock of sheep grazing 
upon his farm all the time. In -1ugt1st. 
1853. he came to Vermilion cor~nty to as- 
certain definitely the condition of the Iand 
and the prospects of the county. That he 
was satisfied with the investigation is indi- 

cated by the fact that in 185 j he brought his 
family to the west and purchased of 1- .  I. 
-Allen four hundred and eighty acres of land, 
on which he established his home. It lay 
northwest of the present site of Hoopeston, 
crom-ning a hill on the old Chicago road. 
-4s time passed he added largely to his Iand- 
ed possession until he became the 011-ner of 
seven or eight thousancl acres. For years he 
was one of the most estensive stock-dealers 
and raisers of this part of the state. making 
large shipments to the city markets and in- 
vesting his profits in land. On the 4th of 
July. ISTI. the track of what is now the 
Chicago & Eastern Illinois Railroad \\-as laid 
across his iarm and the Fear follo~ving the 
Lake Erie 8r Urestern also began running 
trains through this district. 3Ir. Hoopes, 
~.\-ho ~=cas-al\\*ays a man of keen sagacity and 
foresight, believed that here 11-ould be a good 
site for a town and began laying off his farm 
in town lots, thereafter devoting his energies 
to the sale of these lots and to the supervision 
of the interests of the embn-o village. The 
place -\\-as named Hoopeston by one of the 
railroad prospectors. 3lr. Hoopes subse- 
cl11ent1~- sold one thousand acres of his land 
to the firin of Snell & Taylor, 11-110 had a 
part of it platted and sold as ton-n lots. 
From that time until his death Mr. Hoopes 
\vas engaged in no active business enter- 
prise. save the supervision of his invested 
interests. He  spent much of his time in 
traveling \vith his wife. u-110 \\-as in deli- 
cate health. they visiting man]; portions of 
this country in the hope that she might be 
benefited thereby. 

Mr. and Mrs. Hmpes had no children 
but reared Xary R. Scott from a little six 
year old girl. 11-ho made her home xi th  them 
~mtil  her marriage to J. A. Cunningham. 
who is represented elsewhere in this volume. 
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Mr. Hoopes was a man of benevolent spirit? 
charitable in thought and action, and many 
have reason to remember him for the kindly 
assistance he rendered in their hour of need. 
No man ever accused Thomas Hoopes of 
taking unfair advantage of his fello~v- nmn 
or of performing any act that was not strict 
ly honorable. While not a church member, 
his life was governed by the most rigid prin- 
ciples of honesty and morality. The golden 
rule was his guide through life and he de- 
spised all unn-orthy or questionable means 
to secure success in any undertaking for any 
purpose. In  his political views he was first 
a Whig and aftenvard a Republican, but the 
honors of emoluments of office had no at- 
traction for him. His wife passed away 
April a j ,  1886, and his death occurred Oc- 
tober 4, 1893. He  left an estate valued at  
more than half a million dollars. which in- 
dicated his activity in business, his careful 
investment and keen discernment, but more 
than this he left a legacy to the state one 
of its beautiful and thriving towns; to the 
town he left the result of labors for the gen- 
eral good; to his friends the memory of a 
kindly spirit; and to humanity the example 
of a life of untarnished honor. 

JVillian~ T. Cunningham is a financier 
of Vermilion county who has had marked 
influence in financial circles here, his ef- 
forts being a potent element in promoti~g 
business activity and the consequent pros- 
perity of this portion of the state. Through 
long years he has been engaged in merchan- 
dising and banking in Rossville and is also 
connected through ownership with the bank- 

ing interests of Dan\-ille. Recently he has 
taken up his abode in the latter city, being 
one of the founders of the Commercial 
Trust & Savings Bank. 

Mr. Cunningham was born near the city. 
December I, 1856, and is a son of Humes 
Cunningham, representing one of the pioneer 
families of Illinois. The grandfather, Ivill- 
iam Cunningham. came froin Kentucky to 
Vermilion county at a very early day and 
Humes \\-as born and reared upon a farm 
here. JVhen he had reached years of ma- 
turity he wedded Elizabeth IVinning, a 
daughter of Thomas R. TVinning, ~ v h o  also 
became a resident of Vermilion county at 
an early epoch in its history. Mr. Cunning- 
ham devoted his energies to farm work and 
carried on the work of plowing, planting and 
harvesting until his death, which occurred in 
1859, when the subject of this review was 
a child of only tn-o years. His wife also 
passed away in 1857. 

William T. Cunningham of this revier 
thus left an orphan, was reared by his ma- 
ternal grandparents and in the scI~ooIs of 
Rossville and DanviIIe he pursued his edu- 
cation. After arriving at mature years he 
engaged in clerking and eventually became 
011-ner of a mercantile establishment, carry- 
ing on active business in different lines in 
Rossl-ille until 1901. Associated with Mr. 
Campbell in 1891, he established the old 
Citizens Bank of Rossville and aftenvard 
purchased his partner's interest. Later he 
admitted Mr. Christinan to a partnership in 
the business and by these gentlemen the bank 
was conducted. In 1900 that business n-a: 
re-organized and merged into the First Na- 
tional Bank of Rossville, of which Mr. Cun- 
ningham is one of the directors. H e  be- 
came a stockholder, aided in organizing the 
institution and was elected to the official posi- 
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tion which he now Ells. H e  has also had real 
estate interests, having bought and sold dif- 
ferent farms in the county and at the pres- 
ent time gives his personal supervision to 
the management of his farms near Ross- 
ville. He was one of the organizers of the 
Commercial Trust & Savings Bank of Dan- 
d l e ,  being associated in this enterprise \\-ith 
Mr. Christman. This bank 11-as capitalized 
at  one hundred thousand dollars and is a 
nen- institution of the city, having been 
opened for  b~~siness on the 22d of Januaq-. 
1903. with l l r .  Cunningham as president 
and T. F. Christman, cashier. In  the con- 
duct of all of the enterprises with which 
he has been associated he has proved him- 
self a successful business man and far-sighted 
financier and his probity and personal worth 
stand as unquestioned facts in his career. 

In the year 1880, in Rossville, Mr. Cun- 
ningham was married to Jennie Foulke, who 
was born, reared and educated in Rossville. 
Her death occurred in Danville in February, 
1883, and in 1888 Mr. Cunningham was 
again married, his second union being with 
Orrie L. Albright, 11-ho was born. reared and 
educated in this county and also attended 
college in Ohio. Her father, Samuel -41- 
bright, was one of the early settlers of Ver- 
milion county and died.in Rossrille in 1902. 
m 
I he marriage of our subject and his wife 
has been blessed with three children, Thoma. 
A., Irene hI. and 11-illard T. 

Politicallj- Mr. Cunningham is a Demo- 
crat where national- issueyare inl-011-ed and 
a t  local elections he l-otes independently, 
supporting the men 1~11om he thinks best 
qualified for office. regardless of party affil- 
iations. H e  has $1-en his time and atten- 
tion to extensive business interests and has 
ilierefore had no desire to seek public office. 
He belongs to the Knights of Pj-thias f.ra- 

ternitv of Rossville and his wife is a mnem- 
ber of the Methodist Episcopal church. On 
the opening of the bank in D a n d l e  the>- 
remol-ed to the city and already our subject 
has been recognized as a leading representa- 
tive of financial interests here, because of the 
reputation n-hich he has borne throughout 
T-ermilion county for many years. H e  has 
ever taken an active interest in XI-hatever 
has pertained to the general good and has 
gi1-en his hearty co-operation to many meas- 
ures for the public benefit. His business 
affairs have been carefully and capably 
managed. He  manifests keen discrim- 
ination. unfaltering perseverance and 
his judgment is r a r e -  if ever, at 
fault. Intricate business questions he com- 
prehends readily. iorms his plans after ma- 
ture deliberation and then carries them for- 
11-ard ~vith dispatch. -1s the years have 
passed he has thus prospered and to-day 
is one of the leacling financiers of 1-er- 
milion county. 

L. -4ng~1s Cameron. a \\-ell I;no~\-n resi- 
dent of Grant tou-nship living near Hoope- 
ston, n-as born in sol!tl.~ern Ohio, on the 
13th of January. 1852. His father. Chris- 
tian Cameron. \\-as a native of the same lo-. 
calit~.. and \\-as s soil of Alesander Cam- 
eron. The great-grandfather of our sub- 
ject n-as Daniel- or Donald Cameron. who 
came fro111 Scotland to -America soon after 
the Revolutinary war. He married a sister 
of Simon Cameron. who \\-as secretaT of 
11-ar under President Lincoln. H e  brought 
with him from the old country two church 
letters giving e~-idence of his membership 
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and good standing in the Presbyterian 
church. H e  lived an earnest Christian life 
and the family have always been noted for 
their loyalty to Christian teachings and their 
active work in behalf of the church. 

Christian Cameron was also a native 
of southern Ohio, and after arriving at 
years of maturity he wedded Miss Esther 
Core, who was one of a family of thir- 
teen children. Her father, John Core, was 
a native of Maryland, while her mother was 
of Pennsylvania German parentage. L. An- 
p s  Cameron of this review is one of a 
family of eight children: Elizabeth, now 
deceased ; Catherine ; Sudie, who has also 
passed away ; John ; Anna ; Angus ; Emma ; 
and Rose, who has also departed this life. 

In the county of his nativity Mr. Cam- 
eron of this review was reared to manhood: 
spending his youth upon his father's farm 
and pursuing his education in the public 
schools. After arriving at years of matur- 
ity he was married and lived for four years 
thereafter upon a farm in the Buckeye state. 
I t  was on Christmas day of 1875 that his 
marriage to Miss Mary James was cele- 
brated. The lady is a daughter of Samuel 
and Margaret (McCann) James, the latter 
coming of a family of Scotch-Irish ances- 
try. Mrs. Cameron is one of seven chil- 
dren, namely : Amarillus ; John, deceased ; 
Catherine; Eliza, who has also passed 
away; Mary; Sarah ; Lucy ; and Henry, the 

for four years, but with this exception he 
has always carried on agricultural pursuits 
and his work has been attended with a grat- 
ifying degree of success. He  lives on his 
father's farm of two hundred acres of land, 
which he has placed under a high state of 
cultivation, the farm being a rich and pro- 
ductive tract. Everything about the place 
is neat and attractive in appearance and is 
indicative of the careful supervision ant1 
progressive spirit of the-owner. The home 
of Mr. and Rfrs. Cameron has been blessed 
with eleven children : Rosy, born ,April 14, 
1877 ; Sudie, born --lugust 27, 1878 ; Lucy. 
born July 10, 1880; Xnn E., born &fay 4. 
r 882 ; Chris, born April 29, 1884 ; Esther, 
born June 10, 1886; Ruth, born March 20. 
1888; John, horn May 3, 1890 ; Kate, born 
May 7, 1892; Ralph, born hlay 2, 1894; 
and Ruby, born July 8, 1896. 

In his poIitica1 views Mr. Cameron i: 
a stalwart Republican, having supported the 
party since he attained his majority. He 
has never wavered in his allegiance to its 
principles, yet he has never sought or cared 
for public office, content to do his duty as 
a private citizen. He  and his family are 
all members of the United Brethren church, 
in the work of which he takes an active and 
helpful interest. He  has served as trustee 
steward, Sunday-school s~lperintendent and 
class leader, and puts forth every effort in 
his power to promote the cause of the church. 

last named being also deceased. The history 
of the James family in America dates back +: 

to a very early epoch in the development of 
this co<ntry. CHARLES A. ALLEN. 

In November, 1882, Mr. Cameron 
brought his family to Illinois, settling in The name of Charles A. Allen figures 
Vermilion county, at the place of his pres- conspicuously upon the pages of the legisla- 
ent residence in Grant township. When a tive history of Illinois. Xn enurneration of 
young man he engaged in teaching school the men of the present generation who have 
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\\-on honor and public recognition for them- 
sell-es and at the same time have honored 
the state to which they belong. 11-ould be 
incomplete were there failt~re to make promi- 
nent reference to the one whose name intro- 
duces this revie\\.. For eighteen years he 
has been a member of the state legislature, 
and has ever manifested a deep interest in 
those questions which are to the statesman 
and the man of affairs, of s-ital importance 
to the common\\-ealth and to the nation. 
li7hile undoubtedly he has not been without 
that personal ambition which is the spur of 
energy and 1%-ithout which little n-ould be ac- 
complished in life, his patriotic attachment 
to his country is even greater and he has 
ever placed the country's good before self- 
aggrandizement. Thus, over the record of 
his p ~ ~ b l i c  career there falls no shadow of 
wrong and while he has awakened envy ancl 
criticism such as always comes to the man 
11-ho figures prominently before the public 
the citizens who know him best have mani- 
fested their confidence in his worth and 11-ork 
by repeatedly electing him to represent then1 
in the council chamber of the state. 

Mr. Allen 11-as born in Danvi!!e in the 
year 1851. His father, TVilliam I. ;illen, 
was a native of Ohio, and a farmer by occu- 
pation. Coming to Illinois he entered land 
at Hoopeston. having three thousand acres. 
and upon this farm took up his abode. Later 
he became interested in banking and at the 
time of the "11-ildcat" currency his financial 
affairs became involved and he lost all that 
he had made. By profession he \\-as a Ian-- 
yer and at an earIy day he practiced in Dan- 
ville at  a time \\-hen -1braham Lincoln was 
also often seen in the courts of the city. He 
married Miss Emily Xeu-ell, a daughter of 
James Sen-ell, a prominent early settler of 

Ken-ell township, Vermilion county, 11-110 

aided in laying the foundation for the prog- 
ress and development in this portion of the 
state. Her father died at an advanced age 
and was laid to rest in Grove cemetery in 
the tolvn of Sel-ell, in 1546. 

Charles -1. -1llen was reared upon a farm 
in Ross to\\-nsl~ip. 1-errnilion county, ant1 
pursued his education in the common schools 
of that ton-nship. He  afterward engaged in 
teaching school and in this \\-a? provided the 
money necessary to defray the expenses of 
a college etlucation. Determining to make 
the practice of Ian- his life work he began 
reading 11-ith this end in vie\\- and later en- 
tered the State L-ni\-ersity of 1,Iichigan. at 
-Inn _Arbor , as a student of the la\\- depart- 
ment. graduating in the spring of 1875 and 
that same year he \\-as admitted to the bar. 
He gained distinction as a lawyer because 
of his comprehensive knowledge of juris- 
pruclence. his careful preparation of cases 
ancl his thorough understanding of techni- 
calities as  ell as the equity of the suit with 
\\-hich he \\-as connectetl. It is a noticeable 
iact that Ian-J-ers are more prominently be- 
fore the public in connection with official 
service that1 any other one class of men. The 
reason for this is obvious. because the train- 
ing \\-hich fits them for the practice of la\\; 
also prepares then1 for duties 11-hich lie out- 
side the strict path of their profession. They 
are apt to look upon a question from many 
standpoints, to vie\\- judiciously el-ery mat- 
ter that comes up before them for settle- 
ment and to give a more fair and unbiased 
judgment than is often rendered by men 
in other ~valks of life. The nati\-e talent 
and ability of Xr.  ,\lien \\-on for him the 
attention of his  fell^\^ men and in 1884 he 
was called upon to represent his district in 
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the state legislature of Illinois, where he 
has served continuously since, covering a 
period of eighteen years. His  name figures 
conspicuously and prominently upon the 
legislative records and he has been the pro- 
moter of many measures which have found 
their may to the statute books of the state. 
He is a fearless champion of whatever course 
he believes to be right and his loyal defense 
of his honest convictions is one of the strong 
elements of his success in political circles. 
Perhaps his name came into more general 
prominence in connection with u-hat is 
known as the Allen bill than through any 
other measure. This was the street railway 
bill which he promoted giving to the city 
councils and boards of supervisors the righ! 
of granting franchises not exceeding fifty 
years. The present law limits this term to 
franchise to twenty years. The bill which 
Mr. Allen promoted and fathered was car- 
ried by both houses and signed by the gov- 
ernor, but was repealed with the next session 
of the legislature, Mr. Allen being the only 
man who voted against the repeal. Ver- 
milion county has profited largely by his 
efforts in its behalf and upon the floor of the 
house Mr. Allen is known as an active work- 
ing member deeply interested in his party's 
success, but placing the general good be- 
fore personal partisanship. In 1878 was 
celebrated the marriage of Charles A. Allen 
and Miss Mary Thompson, a daughter of 
L. M. Thompson, of Rossville, and they 
now have three children : John Newell and 
Lawrence T., both of whom are law stu- 
dents, and Esther Mary. 

From 1875 until 1881 Mr. Allen prac- 
ticed law in Rossville and then came to 
Hoopeston where he has since lived. At 
the present time, however, he is not actively 
connected with the legal profession. giving 

his attention to his legislative work and to 
the supervision of his invested interests. He 
owns twelve hundred acres of land in Ver- 
milion county, fifteen hundred acres in Ful- 
ton county, Indiana, and has extensive in- 
vestments in gold and silver mining prop- 
erty in Arizona, being one of five men who 
constitute the Black Rock Gold and Copper 
Mining Company. His pleasant and at- 
tractive home in Hoopeston is located on 
lYashington street. Air-. Xllen is a valued 
member of the Masonic fraternity, the 
Knights of Pythias, and the hlodern lVood- 
Inen of America. He is a generous and lib- 
eral contributor to the churches and worthy 
institutions, and the poor and needy find in 
him a n7arm friend. A well known visitor 
of the Old Settlers' Home, he often atl- 
dresses such gatherings and takes a deep 
interest in preserving the records of the 
early development and progress of the state. 
During campaigns he does effective work 
in the interest of the Republican party upon 
the stump and is an orator of ability, a ready, 
fluent, logical and convincing speaker. While 
Mr. Allen is to-day one of the most pros- 
perous and distinguished citizens of Ver- 
milion county, he deserves to be classed 
among the honored men who have achieved 
their own advancement. His education was 
acquired as the result of his own labors and 
his prominence has come to him in direct 
recopition of his merit, ability, and earnest 
purpose. Viewed in a personal light, Cl~arles 
A. Allen is a strong man of excellent judg- 
ment, fair in his views and highly honorable 
in his relations with his fellow men. His 
integrity stands as an unquestioned fact in 
his career. His life has been manly, his 
actions sincere, his manner unaffected, 
and his example is i$-ell 1vorthy of emu- 
lation. 
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GEORGE T. BUCKISGH-411. time he took up the study of law under the 
direction of Colonel li-. J. Calhoun. In 

George T. Buckinglmam is one of the 1889 he sen-ed as chief clerk in the house 
disting7-1is11ed Ian-yers of the J'ermilion of representatix-es of Illinois and \\--as in the 
county bar and is also prominent in the Busi- go\-ernment employ from 1890 until 1894, 
ness and political history of this portion of during ~ ~ h i c h  time he \\-as stationed at 1-ar- 
the state. Dan\-ille claims him as one of ious parts of Seu- York. San Francisco, 
its honored and representative citirens. Mesico and Europe. He has practiced la\\- 
11-hose efforts in its behalf have been most in Dan\-ille since 1894 and has gained a 
efiectil-e and beneficial. H e  is a native of protllillent place as a representative of the 
Delphi, Indiana. born -April 1. 2864. and bar. 
is a son of T. IV. and Helen -1. (Clark). 11-hile Mr. Buckingham has 11-on an en- 
Buckingham, the former a native of Ohio viable position as a leading lawyer of JTer- 
and the latter of S e w  York, but both are lllilioll CoLIntJ- he has also been identified 
non- residents of this town. The first rep- ~vith inally local enterprises and with im- 
resentatil-e of the family to come to -Imer- portant public work and political sen-ice. 
ica was the Rev. Thomas Buckingharn, 11-ho He is a stockholder in the Ike Stem Com- 
several centuries ago crossed the -Atlantic pan:- and the Dam-ille Department Store. 
and settled in Sen- Haven, Connecticut. H e  He is also an estensive dealer in real estate 
was prominent in the affairs of that colony and was instrumental in iounding the su- 
and n-as one of the founders of Yale col- burban town of Oak Lawn, and was identi- 
lege. ,Another distinguished representative fied \\-it11 the establishment of the interur- 
of the same family \\-as General lVil1iam ban railroad system o i  Danville and vi- 
Ruckingha~n, the famous war go\-ernor o; cinity. 

Connecticut and probably the most promi- In Sol-anber, I 893, Mr. Buckinghanl 
nent members in the subject's history. Helen n-as united in marriage to Victoria Donlon, 
_A. Euckinghanm, the mother of our subject. a daughter of John and 1-irginia (Holton) 
\\-as a descendant of General Emlnet Clark, Donlon. This marriage has been blessed 
and in the lnaternal line \\-as descellded fro111 \\-it11 one son. Tracy. Fraternally Mr. Buck- 
General Luther Tillotson, of SeI\- J-ork. ingham is connected with the llasonic O r  
Colo~lel Euckil~,ohaln. of this revie~v, is the der. \\-it11 the   nights of P!-thias. n-ith the 
third of a family of five children. namelj-: Benel-olent and Protective Order of Elks 
Ella B., the of George -A. l\la>-: I\Irs. and \\-it11 the 11oder11 T1-oodmen of America. 
J. E. P. But=; George T.; 311-s. Robert P. He also belongs to the Chamber of Corn- 
Harlnoll: and Clyde. ll-llo is business illan- lllerce in Danville and to the Knioil League 

ager of the Globe, a nell-spaper published at Club of Chicago. In  politics he has always 

Joplin, 3Iissouri. been an earnest and stalwart supporter of 
Colonel Buckingllanl obtained his early the Republican part!.. For four !-ears. 

education in Ladoga. Indiana. and subse- from 1897 until 1901. he sen-ed as a trus- 
cluently nmatriculated in the Central Indiana tee of the Kankakee Insane -Asylum under 

Sormal, after l ~ h i c h  he \\-as variously em- Go\-ernor Tanner and he \\-as appoint-ed by 
played in obtaining a lil-ing. In tile mean- Governor 1-ates as one of the cornrnissior,: 
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ers of the Joliet penitentiary and was eiected 
president of the board. H e  is also a mern- 
ber of the staff of Governor Yates with 
the rank of colonel, having been appointed 
to the position in April, 1901. Fen- men 
are more prominently or more widely 
known, in the enterprising city of Danville 
than Colonel Buckingham. He  has beer, 
an important factor in business circles and 
his popularity is well deserved, as in him 
are embraced the characteristics of an un- 
bending integrity, unabating energy and in- 
dustry that never flags. He  is a pttblic-spir- 
ited and thoroughly interested in whatex-er 
tends to promote the moral, intellectual and 
material welfare of Vermilion county. 

IVILLI-AM B. REDDEX. 

Character and ability will come to the 
front every~vhere. As boy and man many 
a one has been beset by difficulties and has 
had almost unsur~lloulltable obstacles thrust 
in his path, but perseverance has cleared 
them away and he has gone on to success. 
Such has been the record of IVilliam B. 
Redden, non- estensively engaged in real 
estate dealing in Rossville. where he also 
devotes some time to the practice of la\\-, 
being a member of the legal profession of 
Vermilion county, during the past t~velve 
years. 

Born in Fountain cotulty, Indiana. on 
thr 6th of October. 1855. he is a son of 
Jchn Redclen. \\-hose birth occurred near 
ltlays~-ille. Iietltucky. Ju1)- 9. xSq .  TTis 
grand fathein, lIrilliam Redtlen, n-as olle of 
the pioneer settlers of I<ei~t~tckj- ant1 sul~se- 
quently removed to Indiana, becoming one 

.of the earliest residents of Fountain county. 

Amid the wild scenes of pioneer life there 
the father of our subject was reared, shar- 
ing in all the hardships incident to the fron- 
tier. He wedded Catherine Anderson, a 
native of Fotlntain county, and a daughter 
of John -Inderson, another early settler of 
that locality, 1~110 removed from Virginia 
about 1820. _After his marriage Jol~n Red- 
den tunled his attention to agricultural pur- 
suits and for severai years carried on his 
farm work in Indiana. After the birth of 
three of their children he and his wife came 
\\-it11 their family to Illinois. settling near 
Rossville in 1860. There the father cleared 
a tract of land and improved a farm, upon 
11-hich he reared his children. H e  is no\\- 
living retired in Rossville ancl is a !lale. 
hearty and venerable man of se\~ents-three 
years. 

'I'CTilliam E. Redclen is the eldest in a 
family of two sons and two daughters, all 
of whom are yet living. are married ant1 
have families of their own. He  \\-as not 
yet five years of age when brought 11y his 
parents to Vermilion county and hence he 
has little recollection of their other home. 
He attended the common schools. but is 
largely self-educated, as well as a self-made 
Inan for his pri~ileges for acquiring knon-1- 
edge in the scl~ool room were very limited. 
When a J-oung man on the farm he bega 
reading Ian-. believing that he 11-ou1d like to 
enter the profession and nlalie the practice 
of law his life work. For sonle years Ize 
pi-osecuted his studies under great clifficu!- 
ties and amid cliscouraging circ~trnstances. 
but this I ~ r o ~ t g l ~ t  lorth the elemental stregth 
of his character and gave el-idence of the 
pel-se\-erance of purpose ancl unfI3gg-ing tle- 
tc,rmination x ~ t l  ambition ~vhich have prove(: 
;mport?.nt elements in his success in late1 
life. Su1)secluentll; he \vent to V-eeclers- 
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burg, Indiana, where he conducted a branch 
iaw office for the Honorable W. H. 3Ial- 
lory, a prominent attorney of Danville. He 
\\-as admitted to the bar in Veedersburg in 
February, 1889, and tried his first case a: 
that place. Later he returned to Illinois. 
locating on a farm \vest of Rossville, \\-here 
he carried on agricultural pursuits for ter. 
years. Tn January, 1890, hou-ever, he left 
the farm in order to take up his residence 
in the ton-n and here he has since engaged 
in the practice of la\v and in the real-estate 
business, giving the greater part of his time 
to his operations in property. H e  has 
bougl~t and sold inany farms in 1-errnilion 
and Iroquois counties and has aIso handled 
some farm land in Indiana. H e  has a broati 
and compreliensi\-e knou-ledge of the value 
of real estate in this portion of Illinois and 
llis dealings have been attendecl \\-it11 grat-- 
ifying success. H e  cominenced life a poor 
box, empty-l~anded, but steadily he has 
climbed the ladder of success. The Yery 
difficulties in his pat11 seemed to serve as all 
impetus for renewed effort and wit11 strong 
purpose he has pushed his way for\\-arc1 un- 
til he 110\1- stands among the prosperous 
lnen of Ross\-ille. strong in his honor ant1 
his good name as n-ell as in llis prosperity. 

On the 30th of llarch. 1879. Air. Retl- 
dell n-as united in marriage to l l iss  Sara11 
E. Remster, a native of Fountail1 couilty. 
Indiana, and a daughter of   and re\^ Rem- 
ster. n-110 u-as one of thc pioneer- settler:: 
of that county. Four chiltlren ha\-c qracec: 
this ~n~r r i ag -e  : Carter C.. i: 11c> is nc 115  n 

la\\- stutlent in his senior yenr. in the Jlic.11- 
igan T_-nivez-sit!-, at -11in --lrl~or : Forrest. 
a student in tlre Ross\-ille high ,school: >la- 
l~el : and Jan:es. ]\-hen age conferretl ul~on 
l I r .  Redden the right o i  frat~chise he en- 
tlorsetl the principles of the JefTerson Dem- 

mocracj-, casting his ballot for S. J. Til- 
den for president in 1876. H e  has since 
voted for each presidential nominee of the 
Democracy and has done all in his power 
to promote the growth and insure the suc- 
cess of his party. In 1896 he served as a 
delegate to the national convention and has 
been a delegate t c  nunlerous county and 
state conr-e~~tions. his opinions carrj-ing 
\\-eight in the party c~uncils. H e  is a Mas- 
ter 3lasoil and in his life exemplifies the 
beneficent and helpful spirit of that fra- 
ternity. IIis life history proves conclusi\-el? 
\\-hat may be accomplished when one has 
the \\-ill to try and to do; and his example, 
sho\\-ing the force of industq- and an up- 
riglit character. is c-ell \\-orthy of emulation. 

L. E. SS-IPP & S O S S .  

This \\-ell k n o \ ~ n  firm of Georgetov-11 
has l~een engagetl in business here since 
1881 as bu\-ers and sl~ippers of poultrj-, but- 
ter antl eggs. Tile senior nleillber is a rep- 
resentative of one of the old families o i  
1-ennilion county ant1 he n-as born in 
Genrgeto\vn. October 3, ISSO. his parents 
1)eing TI-illiam and >lar\- J. (Lal Iar )  
Snapp. the former a native of Terlnessee 
zntl the latter of 1-irginia. _-it an ear!!- day 
i l l  the tle1-elopment of this part of Illinnis 
the hther came to 1-errnilion co~unt!- and 
l ) ~ ~ c l ~ z s e t I  n farm ~vhere the village of 
Georgeto\\-n no\\- stnncls. Hc then tnrnec! 
his attention tcs agricultural parsuits. ~\-hicli 
11c cnrrietl 011 there until I 853. \vhen lie \\-as 
killed in a n-intl storm. His \vi<lo\~- still 
sun-ives him antl no\\- resides \\-it11 a son ill 

Iroclnois co~mt!-, Illinois. In their t̂ arnil!- 
\\-ere three childretl : George ITT.. 11-ho i3 
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now a railroad man, living in Iroquois 
county; Ella, the wife of Wesley Houck, 
a resident of Oregon; and Louis E. A11 
received common-school advantages in this 
county. 

Louis E. Snapp, like the others, attend- 
ed the public schools until fourteen years of 
age, %\-hen he began earning his own living 
by working at  any employment which u-ould 
yield him an honest dollar. In 1875 he mar- 
ried Miss Margaret F. Bedinger, of Vir- 
ginia, a daughter of Daniel Bedinger, 11-ho 
nras a farmer of Vermilion county, but is 
now deceased. Unto hfr. and Mrs. Snapp 
have been born four children: Robert A., 
born in January, 1877, is now engaged in 
the poultry business in partnership with his 
father. He married Gay Edith Myers and 
they have one child, Marion. William D., 
also a partner with his father, wedded Ly- 
dia Outland, and they have one daughter. 
Olive. Jessie L. and George are the younger 
members of the family. 

After his marriage Mr. Snapp engaged 
in contracting and other lines of business 
and eventually became interested in the lum- 
ber trade, btlying timber and logs, which 
he converted into lumber for the market. 
He  was thus engaged until 1881, when he 
began dealing in po~lltry and as soon as hi< 
sons became of age he admitted them to 
an interest in the business as equal partners. 
He now has poultry houses in Georgetown. 
Fairmount, and Cayuga, Indiana. and em- 
ploys from eight to ten men in the conduct 
of the enterprise. A number of poultry 
wagons are continually kept on the road, 
buying butter, eggs and poultry of the 
farmers throughout this section of the state 
and Indiana. The poultry is dressed here 
and shipments are made only to the markets 
of New York, Eoston and Philadelphia 

The' business has now assumed extensive 
proportions and his annual sales have reach- 
ed a large figure. 

Xr. Snapp votes with the Republican 
party. He  has never been an office seeker 
nor has he held a political position. So- 
cially he is connected with the JVoodmen of- 
America, and \\-it11 the Knights of Pythias, 
belonging to the lodges in Georgeton-11. 
Since entering upon his business career he 
has been very successful and is now a prom- 
inent man of this place. He  011-ns a beauti- 
ful residence in the eastern part of the vil- 
lage near the poultry house and his sons are 
located in the same neighborhood. Mr. 
Snapp through his business relations and 
othenvise has become 11-idely knov-n, es- 
pecially to the farming cot~lmuility of Ver- 
milion county and all recognize in him a re- 
liable business man, xhose energy and de- 
termination is supplemented by fair dealing. 

C. B. DE LONG. 

Perhaps no resident of Fithian has left 
his impress in a greater degree upon the 
business development and the consequent 
prosperity of the toll-n than has Mr. De Long. 
His financial and mercantile interests there 
have been and are of an important charac- 
ter and he is a representative of that class 
of representative citizens 11-ho, \~-llile pro- 
moting individual success also contribute in 
a large measure to the general prosperity 
and upbuilding. 

14r. De Long was born in Philo, Illinois, 
July 29, 1863, and belongs to that branch 
of the De Long family of which the famous 
,Arctic explorer 1173s also a representative. 
His father, C. G. De Long, is a native of . 
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Ken* 1-ork, his birth ha\-i11g occurred near 
Utica. 111 Raci~le, IVisconsin.~ he 11-eddecl 
Edna lloore. a native of 1\Iassachusetts. 
IVhen but a boy he had acconlpanied his 
parents to Racine and \\-as there educated 
in the public schools. He after\\-ard engagec. 
in farming ancl took his bride to the fanu. 
There he co~lti~lued to make his hcme until 
1863. \\-hen he remo:-ecl to Philo. Champaign 
count!-, Illinois. In that locality lle pur- 
chasecl two hundred acres of very rich and 
productil-e land ancl in addition to this he 
011-11s a large tract of land in the irrigated 
section of Colorado. H e  is a u-ide-an-ake 
and enterprising busiiless illan ~vllose keel: 
discernment and unflagging inc1ustr~- have 
been potent forces in his success. -4 stanch 
Republican in politics. he does all in his 
pan-er to pro~llote the gro~\-th of his party, 
yet has all\-ays reiusecl to 11old office. He 
belongs to the Presbyterian church and is a 
maI1 of prominence in his co~mmunit~-. He 
and his \\-ife have a family of six sons an(: 
tn-o daughters: George -\., a banker. re- 
siding in Fooslzntl. C!lampaign county : C. 
B.. oi  Fithian: Effie. \\-ho resides at home 
and formerly was a teacher in the public 
schools : llinnie, the I\-ife o i  Eugene Burr. 
of Philo, Illinois: C. E.. who carries oil 
farming at Rocky Ford. Colorado : Clarence. 
n-110 died at the age of t\\-enty-three !-ears: 
IL-. H., \vho is engaged in the banking ant! 
grain business at Sadorus, CIlampai,cii 
county; and E. B.. \vho is in l~nrt~ler~il ip 
with his brother \I-. H. 

l I r .  De Long. \\-hose name i~ltrotluces 
this record. pursued his educatiorl at ho~ne. 
in the public schools o i  Champaign county 
and in a business college. 11-here he \{-as 
graduated with the class of I S S ~ .  In the 
spring of that year he became coi~nectecl 
with the grain trade at Stra\\-n, Illinois. 

4 

where he remained until the fa11 of 1586. 
H e  then came to 1-errnilion county, settling 
in Fithian, ~vhere he embarked in the grain 
business. purchasing and rebuilding the Rob- 
inson elevator. He is still extensively con- 
nected with the grain trade and 011-ns an 
elevator at Bronson, in Oaksvood ton-nship, 
in adclition to the one which he has in Fith- 
ian. -4 nlan of resourceful business ability 
and eilergy. hou-ever, he has not confined 
!?is attention to one line o i  activity. but has 
extended his efiorts into other fields. H e  is 
non- engaged in the insurance busirless and 
he on-ns a large \\-arehouse \\-ell stocked with 
farm irnpieine~lts, his trade in this direction 
being 110 utliil~portant one. 011 the 1st of 
1Iay. 1895. he establishecl the Bank of Fith- 
ian. \\-llich he still conducts, and it has be- 
cume a \-aluecl and important financial in- 
stitution o i  his locality. H e  on-ns six hun- 
tlretl ant1 fort>- acres or' land near Rochester; 
in Fulton  count^-, Indiana. and four hun- 
tlretl ancl eighty acres in Regina. -issiniboia, 
Canacla. The ne\\- interurban system con- 
necting Dan\-ilIe, Urbana and Champaign 
has taken a great cleal of Mr. De Long's 
time during the past !-ear as it n-as tlrte to 
his efforts that the route no\\- in use \\-as 
cllosea. --It first it \\-as the intention to bring 
the road from St. Joseph to Hoiner arlcl then 
along the 11-abash Railroad to Danr-ille but 
011-ing to the actil-it!- of Mr. DeLong that 
route \\as abandoned and the road now fol- 
lo\\-s the Big Four Railroad from St. Jos- 
eph to Dam-ille. touching Ogden. Fithian. 
lluncie, Rronson. Oak\\-ood. Bates Town 
and Vermilion Heights. Mr. De Long was 
the man 11-ho secured the right o i  \vay for 
the cornpan!. along this route. 

On the 8th o i  October, 1891. in Fithian, 
\\-as performed the marriage ceremony which 
united the destinies of C. B. De Long and 
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Miss Minnie Berkenbusch, who was born 
in this town February 3, 1873, a daughter 
of Henry and Sarah (Stephenson) Berken- 
busch, the former a native of Germany and 
the latter of Vermilion county. Her parents 
were also married in Fithian and here re- 
side. The father was a soldier of the Civil 
war, defending the Enion cause, and in poli- 
tics he is now independent. Mrs. De Long. 
their only child, has become the mother o-t 
tu-o children by her marriage: Ruth, born 

. November 14, I Sgl ; and Clarence, born July 
23, 1897. 

In his political views LIr. De Long is a 
Republican, and his fraternal relations con- 
nect him with the Modern \Voodmen of 
America. H e  also belongs to the RlIethodist 
Episcopal church and is interested in what- 

* 
el-er pertains to the general good along ma- 
terial, social, intellectual and moral lines. 
He has led a very busy life and his ma-keti 
enterprise has made him one of the most 
prosperous residents of his community. H e  
has excellent ability as  an organizer, fornls 
his plans readily ancl in their execution is 
determined, prompt and reliable. This en- 
ables hinl to conquer obstacles TI-hich woultl 
deter almost any man, and it has been one 
of the salient features in his success. 

GUS M. G R E E N E B - U M .  

In  past ages the history of a country 
was the recorcl of wars and conquests; to- 
day it is the record of commercial activity, 
and those whose names are foremost in its 
annals are the leaders in business circles. 
The conquests now made are those of mind 
over matter, not of man over man, and the 
victor is he who can successfully establish. 

control ancl operate extensive comlllercial 
interests. Gus 11. Greenebau111 is one o l  
the strong and inf-lue~ltial men ~vhose lives 
ha\-e become an essential part of the history 
of Vernlilion county. Tireless energy, keen 
perception. honesty of purpose. genius for 
de\-ising and esecuting the right thing at 
the right time. joined to every-day- conlnlon 
sense, guided b -  great 11-ill power, are the 
chief characteristics of the man. H e  is noit- 
closely connected nit11 various important 
nlercantile interests of Danville and his ef- 
forts in this direction have contributecl 
largely to the comlnercial prosperitj- and 
~lpbuilding of this state. in fact a large Jna- 
jority of the citizens here n-ould give to 
Mr. Greenebaunl the credit for the increased 
activity \~-llich Danville has enjoyed in busi 
ness circles in recent >-ears. 

Mr. Gree~~ebaum is a native of Chicago 
-the city marvelous. H e  was born Sep- 
telnber 21. 1863. and is a son of 3Iicllae: 
Greenebaum, 11-110 in 1846 renlovecl from 
h-e~v 1-ork to Chicago -and for 111a'I1y years 
condt~ctetl a large XI-l~olesale l~ard\~-are busi- 
ness there. beco~lling a leading merchant of 
that city. H e  was also the fo~ulder and 
president of the Zion Literary Society, 
11-hich was organized in Xap. 1887. and n-as 
n-ell k n o ~ ~ n  as a proprietor of many enter- 
prises that contril~uted to the general good 
along material. intellectual and moral lines. 
H e  married Sarah Speigel. a sister of Col- 
onel 11. 31. Speigel, of Ohio, and they 
reared a fa mil^. of ten children, of 1vhon1 
the s~rbject of this revien- is the seventh 
child. Michael Greenebaum departed this 
life in 1394. at the age of seventy-one years, 
and his wife died in 1397 at the age of 
sisty-nine years. 

Educated in the public schools of his 
native citv Gus 31. Greenebaum completed 
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his course in the \IVest Division high school. 
I\-it11 the class of 1879. H e  then entered the 
employ of his father in the 11-holesale hard- 
ware business in Chicago. \\-here he con- 
tinued until 1890, \\-hen he became asso- 
ciated n it11 Charles Friend, under the firm 
nanle of Friend. Greenebaum & Compan~- 
in the conduct of a comn~ission house. The?- 
dealt ill \\-ool and leather, carrying on busi- 
ness until April. 1Sg7, when on account o; 
ill health Mr. Greenebaum ~vithdren- from 
the firm and remo\-ed to Dan\-ille. Here 
he purchased an interest in the store of 
Ike Stern & Company. dealers in clothing 
a ~ l d  men's furnishing goods. H e  became 
secretary and treasurer of the company ant1 
in May. 1902, he purcllased the interest of 
A. _-lppel in the store and also becalne 11r. 
-4ppel's successor in the Dan\-ille Depart- 
ineilt store. These tn-o large stores n-ere 
the~i  consolidated in 1903 11-it11 Mr. Greene- 
baum as president and active manager. and 
the business is now occupying enlarged 
quarters, fronting on both IVest Main and 
\-errnilion streets, covering sixty-five thou- 
sand feet of floor space. This arrangement 
makes a high grade clepartme~l't store as 
large as any found outside the city of Chi- 
cago. It  is the outgrou-th of a business 
established thirty years ago bq- Ike Stern. 
xvho died it1 1897. In the enlargetnent antl 
control of this enterprise Mr. Greene~aun? 
has displayed splendid business ability. Iceel: 
discrimination. sound judgnlent and esecu- 
tive force. 

In the spring of 1899 our subject \\-as 
elected president of the Chamber of Coin- 
merce and has been re-elected each year since. 
During this time the organization has dou- 
bled its membership and has been a   no st 
important iactor in the progress of Dan- 
rille during these years. By his renomina- 

tion 11s. Greenebaum n-as complimented as 
one of Dan\-ille's most popular and enter- 
prising business men. On account of addi- 
tional business duties that have recently de- 
volved upon him he desired to retire iron: 
the presidencl- but his services \\-ere consid- 
ered so x-aluable that the nleillbers of the 
organization felt that they could not dis- 
pense n-it!l them and !le n-as urged to relnain 
in the ofice. Tlle Chamber of Commerce 
has indeed done much for the city and great 
credit is clue our subject. n-ho. though con- 
trolli:-tg estensi\-e inieresis in other direc- 
tions. has given much of his time and atten- 
tion to the performal~ce of the duties of the 
oliice. Tlle 1)uziness men of Dan\-ille corn- 
posiilg the mei~lbersl~ip o i  the Chamber of 
Commerce knen- of no one likelx- to make 
as good a president and despite his urgen: 
request to Ije pennittetl to retire he n-as re- 
nominated in I go? without a dissenting 
1-oice. It is safe to say that he n-i!l keep 
the Chamber of C'onlnlerce up to its present 
high standartl ant1 that it \\-ill coninue to 
Ile an actii-e factor in the de\-elopment of 
the co~nmercial possibilities of this city. He 
is also the natioilal 1-ice-president of the 
Good Rontl A\ssocation of Illinois. to \1-11ich 
position he \\-as re-elected for t\vo years' 
service. He is also one of the promoters 
of the Danr-ille. Paston & Sorthern Inter- 
ui-bail Electric line antl \\-as a member of its 
firs1 boartl of tlirectors. 

On the 7th of September. 18S6. occurred 
the marriag-e of Mr. Greenebaum and l l i ss  
Leah Friend. a daughter of Sathan Friend, 
of Cl~icago. Their  union has been blessed 
\\-it11 three children : James. and Harold 
and Robert. who are t\vins. In his social 
relations Mr. Greenebaum is connected with 
the Benevolent and Protective Order of 
Elks: Chicago Lodge. So. 437. F. & -A. 31.; 
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Iroquois Lodge, No. 87, of the National 
Union of Chicago. Reared amid the spirit 
of business activity and enterprise, which 
has led to the n-onderful development of 
Chicago, he became imbued with that spirit 
and has infused it into the business life of 
his adopted city. Nr .  Greenebaum has made 
good use of his opportunities, he has pros- 
pered form year to pear, and has conducted 
all business matters carefully and success- 
fully, and in all his acts clisplays an apti- 
tude for successful management. H e  ha. 
not permitted the accuinulation of a com- 
petence to affect in any \vay his actions 
toward those less successiul than he, and 
has all\-aj-s a cheerf~rl word and pleasant 
smile for all n-l~om he comes in contact. 

-1 ~vitness of many and a participant in 
some of the atIventures 1~11ich have found 
their way to the pages of history cluring 
more than three-quarters of a century of 
the ~vorld's progress. ,Alba Honeywell is en- 
titled to distinction and to honorable men- 
tion in the record of 1-errnilion county. H e  
came here in pioneer times ancl from the 
primitive past to the progressive present he 
has labored earnestly and effectively to\vard 
the promotion of the best interests and the 
substantial clevelopment of this part of the 
state. Long has he resided in Hoopeston, 
an honored patriarch of the community. T o  
h i n ~  there has coille the attainment of a clis- 
tinguished position in connection with the 
estensive business interests of the commun- 
ity and in controlling sucll he has become 
one of the real upbuilders of the town. 

A native of Cayuga county, New 1-ork, 

Mr. Honey~vell was born December I j, 1821, 
and his father, Enocll Honey~vell, was born 
in IVestchester county, New York, in 1757. 
His education n-as largely acquired in that 
county ancl upon approaching manhood he 
engaged in the manufacture of patent wheel 
heatls for spinning. This proved a very 
paying enterprise. IJ-it11 marked business 
foresight he realized the future of the west 
and that a man TL-170 had enterprise enough to  
take advantage of the opportunities there 
might attain to a position of nlarked 2fflu- 
ence. -4ccordinglq-, in 1816, he made his 
11-ay into Indiana ancl entered one hundred 
and sixty acres of wild land, embracing the 
present site of the city of Terre Haute, where 
he established a home and lived for several 
years until malaria drove hiin away. In  the 
meantime he engag-ecl in farming and ship- 
ping pork, sending his boses by way of New 
Orleans to Sen. York city, often going with 
his merchandise himself. He subsequently 
located in Cayug-a county, Sen- York, and 
engzigecl iin chair nlaking-, living there until 
1536, when 11e n-ent on a farm in Steuben 
c o u ~ ~ t y .  New York, (\-here he nlacle his home 
until his death in 1887. H e  11-\-as a man of 
marked metitality and of considerable liter- 
ary ability. Under more fa\-orable circuin- 
stances he 11-oultl have disting'i~ised himself 
in the n-orld of letters, being a ready ~vriter 
of both prose and poetry. He looked up011 
life froin a broad llunlallitarian stanclpoint, 
recognizetl the influences lvllich were help- 
ful to manlci~ld and those 11-l-hich were detri- 
mental, favoring 11-ith fidelity the former and 
~vorking wit11 strong opposition to the latter. 
H e  opposed slavery and slave traffic and he  
also ~vas  directly opposed to Masonry and 
other secret societies. H e  was an agitator 
of puhlic thought and influenced the same 
t . ~  a great extent. doing his best to arouse 
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the people to a realization of the true situa- 
tion concerniilg elements or  interests that 
n-ere derogatory to the public \\-elfare. H e  
never sought pcblitical ofice, ho\\-ever. nor 
desired an? honors o i  such a character. In  
earl\- manhoad he n-as a member of the Bap- 
tist churc!l, but hecoming dissatisfied 11-ith 
the faith of the churcll in regard to the slal-- 
er!- question he ieft it and became identified 
with the l17esle~-zn llethodisi. re~llaining a 
devoted member o t  that denomination until 
his deat!l. \I-hich occurred in Ye\\- 170rk on 
the 14th of Jailuar!-. ISST. \\-hen ile had 
reached the ad\-ancecl age of 11inetj--nine 
years. His  death resulted from an accident. 
H e  hat1 retained his faculties to a remarkalde 
degree antl e\.en in ertrelne old age he \\-as a 
lnan of marbeci influence. laboring untiring- 
1 ~ -  for the \\-eliare of his iello\\- lmen. -111 es- 
tensi\-e ~len-spaper contributor. his vie\\-s . 
n-ere n-itlel!. read throughout the countr!- 
ant1 he also publishetl i i l a ~ ~ ~  pamphlets a t  his 
ou-11 expense. H e  aypeaied to the hearts 
ancl niiilds of his fellow men it1 relation to 
their ethical duties, ancl n-110 can measure the 
inflr~ences of  such a life? Tean\-son has 
said that our echoes "roil fro111 soul to soul" 
and "gro\\- f o r e ~ e r  and fdre\-er" antl in the 
iil~petus ~x l~ ich  11s. Hone>-\\-ell gave to the 
renlization of man's tlut!- is ~mdoubte(1ly felt 
to-daj- in tlie li\.es or those \\-it11 \\lionl he 
came i!l contact. H e  ~narriecl Elizn Dye. a 
native of Rllocle Isl:ul~c!. n-110 passet1 a\\-a>- 
about 1866. \\-hen sevent!--four years of age. 
In  their ianlil!- \\-ere three cliiltlren o f  \\-horn 
the subject of this re\-ie\y \ \as  tlie eldest. 
Gilbert Hone!-\\ ell is no\\- x resitlent of 
Schil!-ler ccunt!-, Se\\-  York. I\-hile Enilna 
l~ecaine the 11-ife o i  a l l r .  Fennn ant1 lives 
upon tlie hol:le farin in Schu!-ler count>-. 

-4111~ Honeyn-eli \\-as a \-out11 of t\\-el\-e 
years \\-lien \\-it11 his parents he renlol-ed to 
that sec t i~n  of Stenben con~~t!-. Sen -  1-ork. 

- - -- 

\I-hich is no\\- included i ~ i t l ~ i n  the boundaries 
of SchuJ-ler count>-. that state. His pre- 
liminar!- education. acquired in the common 
schools. 11-as supplenle~lted by academic 
study a114 he completed his education in the 
Oneida Inctitute near L-tica. where he had 
the benefit of instruction from the noted re- 
former and tl?eologian. Rev. Beriah Green, 
\vho \\-as then presiclent of the school and 
later spent several years in lecturing on tem- 
perance an:! anti-slavery. while his periodic- 
als concerning retoi-111s \\-ere n-ideIy read a t  
that time. :\i I-. I-lone\ \\ el! began teachi~lg, 
his service.; being enlplo!-ecl in the common 
.ichools 2nd academies. I i e  had become im- 
I)!lec! \\-it11 tlie hatreti nt  slaver!- because of 
the I~elief ant1 teachings of his father and 
aiio of his lionoretl i1:structor. and he \\-as 
anlong tlie first to actil-el!- engage in the abo- 
1it;o'n ~noi-&?x~;t. H e  sen-ed as a delegate 
to  the R~lffalo con\-ention \\-hicll nominated 
Tames G. Eil-ne!- for the presitlential cantli- 
(late of the Libera! 01- _il>oiition party. H e  
sr-bsecluently reat1 In\\- in the ofice of Gilbert 
ff Osborne. promine~it nttorne!-s of Rocliest- 
I - .  x e  I - .  Tlurillg t111,se !-ears he ~ n a d e  
the accl~~aintance of Inan!- eminent 111en. in- 
clutiil~p Gerritt Sn~itli. 11-illianl Gnotlell. -\I- 
van St?\\ 21-t ant1 otlier-s itlterestetl it1 tile anti- 
sla\ ery in(>\ elnelit. 

t-l)oii lea\ ills- 1I:c lche.;ter Mr. Hoiley\\-ell 
relno\ etl t o  Se\\-  '1-01-1; city aritl l,ecn~ne editor 
<)f the Ye\\- 1-01-1; Eagle. Sul~.;ec~uently he  
\ \a< g n  ncti\.e factor i l l  tlie _\merican _-inti- 
sl;!\er\ ';ociet\-. o f  Se \ \ -  \-nrk tit!-, and \\-as 
for t'o~:r- \-ears the su1,-eclitor of the Anti- 
.;la\ el->- Stnut1:inl. hut ill healtll at  length 
ctui~l>eilc\l I ~ i l i :  to put aside his 11-ork in this 
t i  H e  ha(l during this time be- 
conic accjuaiiltetl \\ it11 ?\-entlell Phi l l i~~s .  Fred 
Do~lglnc. I?-il lia11: !-io!-d Garrison. j arnes 
Rocsell I.o\\ ell. Sicinel- Ho\\-arc! (;ra~- and 
t1~a111- other men of that tirile n-110 for the 
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sake of their principles suffered to a large 
extent ostracism from society, but the aboli- 
tional sentiment 11-as growing, promulgated 
by such men as these. They became still 
more deeply rooted in their principles be- 
czuse of the opposition which they received, 
and although Mr. Honeyn-ell was called to  
other fields of labor he rejoiced in the fact 
that the anti-slavery cause moved trium- 
phantly on and that victory finally cron-ned 
the labors of the men with 11-horn he had 
formerly been associated in the work. 

The spring of 1553 11-itnessed the arrival 
of our subject in Iroquois county, Illinois. 
The broad n-est n-ith its opportunities at- 
tracted hini and on the 14th of April he 
stepped from the packet boat at Lafayette. 
I t  is hardlv possible for the traveler to-day 
to realize what was the conclition of the coun- 
try fifty years ago. The people were then 
talking of the IYabash Railroail. but no steam 
car line made its 11-a]; in this section of the 
state. I t r .  Honeyn-ell located in Iroquois 
county, purchasing one thousand acres of 
land ill what is no]\- StockIalzd to~vnship. 
There he resided for three years, during 
which time he rllacle impro\-einents upon his 
farm and he also purchasecl an additional 
tract of four 111-lndrecl acres. IVhile estend- 
ing his agricultural interests he also engaged 
in teaching a i d  he utilized every available 
opportunity (luring this period to promul- 
gate the anti-slaver)- sentiments which were 
a1read~- gaining man!- adherents in Illinois- 
the state 11-hich \\-as to gi\-e to the nation the 
great emancipator. In the spring of 1856, 
acco~npa~~iecl by his fanlily. Mr. Honeyn-ell 
started for the territory of SIinnesota. H e  
arrived in Chicago during Tretnont's cain- 
paign and became associated 11-it11 the Chica- 
go Sews. ~vhich \\-as edited and controllecl 
by the Republican element. The party was 
that year organized and 11amecl. and it \\-as 

one of the journals which brought it into 
prominence before the country. 

Mr. Honeyu-ell spent that winter in Chi- 
cago, and in the spring of 1557 he removed 
to Logansport, Indiana, where he turned his 
attention to other business affairs, beconling 
a manufacturer of and dealer in lumber. 
H e  also taught school for several years in 
that place ancl in Lafayette. In the n~ean- 
time he 11-atched with interest the gro~vth of 
the aboiition senti~:lent a i ~ d  rejoiced in the 
victories which came to the Union arms after 
the Civil war was inau-prated. During the 
progress of the n-ar he was offered the ap- 
pointmellt of adjutant in the army, but cir- 
cun~stances prevetltecl him from accepting it 
and in 1863 he returned to his farm in Iro- 
quois county. While proceeding with the 
improvement of his land he also becanle pro- 
minent in public affairs. I-Ie served as ton-11- 
ship supervisor continuous1~- until I 869, 
n.11en he \\-as elected coullty clerk for four 
years, acting ill that capacity until 1873. In 
1571 he p~~rchasccl 1ai:cl on the present site 
of Hoopeston ant1 at the close of his term of 
office he removetl \\-ith the family to this 
place, ha\-ing assisted in laying out the to~vn. 
H e  \\-as also instrt~nlental in securing the 
extension of the Chicago railroad 111to this 
place ant1 it was through his aid that the 
to\\-11 grew a ~ l d  became prosperous. During 
his official service as mayor he laboretl un- 
tiri~lgl]; for the city's substantial upbuilding 
and improvement along lines that ~voultl con- 
tribute not oi~ly to the present good but to 
its futiire cle\-elopinent. H e  111ade two sub- 
dil-isious and he still co~ltrols the sale of 
lots. H e  has be+ deeply interested in e\-ery 
mo~ement of measure for the general wel- 
fare and in the introduction of all busi~~ess 
interests n-hich have contrib~~ted to the sub- 
stantial upbuilding of Hoopeston. IIe as- 
sisted in the organization of the sugar and 
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canning factories located here and was con- 
nected \\-ith thein until they became self- 
supporting business institutions. expending 
in their behalf five thousand clollars, from 
\\-l~ich he received no return. 

For nlanr years Mr. Hcney\vell contin- 
ued his agricultural efforts. 011-ning- nearly 
one thousant1 acres of land adjoining the city 
of Hoopeston. He reclainled this ior pur- 
poses of cultix-ation. his labors prox-ing of 
clil-ect benefit to the co~nmunit~-. because his 
efforts caused a materinl rise in land values. 
H e  \\-as one of the fountlers of the First S a -  
tional Eank of \lvatseka. and has been con- 
nectecl 11-ith the institutiorl as a stockholder 
and director for more than thirty years. He 
has also invested estensi\-ely in lands in other 
states. hal-ing several Ilundrecl acres together 
1.i-ith a fine orange groi-e in Florida. ancl he 
freq~~ently spends the ~vinter- in the sunny 
south. So\\- Ile is oh-ner of ahout three 
thousand acres of lantl, nluch of it rich and 
x-aluable, in irocluois. 1-errnilion. Cook. 
Lake antl Scott counties. Illinois. ancl in 
Lake and llarion counties. Florida. He 
also has an interest in a canning factorv at 
Luding-ton. I\Iicliigan. and a fruit far111 there. 
I-epresentitlg an investment of nlany thou- 
sailtls of clollars. I-le 011-11s the hotel at 
Higiana Springs. Inc!iann. and nn elegant 
summer home at Taalie Bluff, north o i  Chica- 
go. in addition to his stmlptuous ant1 attrac- 
ti\-e residence in Hoopeston and much otlier 
city property. I-ie also has investments in 
Cuba. 

On the 3d of _\pril. 18; I ,  in Schuyler 
cotmtj-. Seu-  'T-ol-li, Mr. Honepvell xvas uni- 
ted in nlarriage to Miss Cornelia _\ntlre\\-s. 
a daughter of Dr. --\ndon --\11drei\-s. She 
\\-as born at Sodus Bay on Lnke Ontario in 
1829. a i d  1i1-ed there and in 1-ates county. 
S e w  York. until her marriage. Four chil- 
dren hlessecl this union : Estella, the wife of 

John C. Cromer. by 11-horn she has one son, 
-4lba. nzined in honor of his grandfather, 
wit!: I\-horn X r s .  Cromer resides: Florence 
--'lndre\~-s. I\-ho is the ~i-ife of -4. H. Trego, 
of Hoopeston. and \vho possesses consider- 
able talent as an artist. having taught both 
portrait and landscape painting prior to her 
tnarriage: Lillie -\melia, \vho is the wife of 
Dr. T!lonlas -illen Beal. a lletliodist min- 
ister: ant1 Sarah Eliza. the \\-ife of -A. 11. 
Earl. 11. D.. of Lincoln. Sebraska. 

Fro~ll the organiza~ion of the Republi- 
can party unti! 1SS4. IIr .  Hone\-well con- 
tinued one of its sta~ici? advocates. He then 
became iclentifietl \\-itll the Prohibition party, 
h a ~ i : ~ g  aln-a!-s been a \van11 friend of the 
cause of temperance. He is a mn11 of de- 
cidec! vie\\-s a1ic1 influence. fearless in their 
expression. vet not 11itterl~- agressil-e. and he 
conln1anc1.s uniiorrn respect and confidence 
~\-here\-er he is kno~\-~? .  H e  thoroughl\- en- 
jo\-s home life ant1 take3 great pleasure in 
the society o i  11is famil>- ant1 friends. 
Courteou.;. l;intII!- antl afia1,le. those 11-110 

li~lo\\- hirn personall\- hn\-e for hirn a \varItl 
regni-tl nntl \\li:lt lie has tlolle for the cle- 
\-elopn~ent thi.; part of the state 
be o\-er-e.timatet1. l\71~ile lie 112s cnntroiled 
extensive 2nd in~portant private business in- 
terest, \\ liicll ha\-e continually enclinnced his 
intlii iclunl ~)rosl>erit~-. he 11;~s a t  tlie same time 
pronioterl the general ~i-elfare ar~tl the public 
success. He \ \as  at cme time greatl: in- 
tereqtetl in the Pitttnan s>-stem of phonetic 
lxiiiting ant1 sl~orthantl. He was editorially 
a.;socintetl 11 it11 .\ndre~v and So!-le in 1848, 
and in the -Anglo-Saxon. a ne\\-spaper in 
S e n -  1-01-k city. advocating the phoneiic re- 
for~n.  ail<l p~-intetl ~vholl\- in the ne\\- type ad- 
\-ocated. H e  is also the nutllor of several 
\\-oi-ks. the largest of I\-hich [yet unpub- 
lished) is an eshausti\-e treatise on language, 
enlbracirlg all its cfepartmalts from element- 
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ary .phonetics to  rhetoric and logic-in all, 
eleven books. Mr. Honeywell also wrote 
and staged several plays in younger years, in 
which plays he has appeared in character. 
There are few men 1vho occupy as exalted a 
position in the regard of their fellon- ton-ns- 
men and citizens as does -\lba Honey\\-ell, not 
because of his splendid success, though that 
11-ould entitle him to co~lsideration for it has 
been achieved honorably- and it has also been 
of financial benefit to the community, indi- 
rectly. but because of his sterling clualities of 
manhood, because of his deep interest in the 
oppressed, because of his hatred of vice and 
his love of all that is good, because of his 
sj-mpatl~y for his fellon- men n-ho labor under 
many of the hardships of the esistillg con- 
ditions of life. His time, thot~ght ancl effort 
have ever been given to the amelioration of 
snch conditions and for this reason he de- 
serves the gratitude of his fellow men. 

SEYMER G. IVILSOS. 

This is the l~istoi-v of mj- life. I do not 
know of any special act connected with the 
making of the histor\- of this county that 1 
can lay clainl to. b t ~ t  as you have asked for 
it I \\-ill colnply with !-cur recluest : 

I was born on the 1st day of I\Iarch, 1858, 
in Picka~vay count>--. Ol~io. 1 1 ~ -  father's 
nanle was John H. \\yilson. Jr.. the so11 of 
John H. lVilson. Sr.. \\-ho n-as the son of 
Janles IVilson, 2 soldier of the Revolution- 
ary war. H e  n-as an Irishman. 1 1 ~ -  father's 
mother's people n-ere llorgans. the origina! 
of whom came to this countr!- from E n r  
land in the days of the colonies. They set- 
tled in Virginia. The original ancestor of 
my father. on this side of the fanlily. was 
a t  the time that he reached -1rnerica a boy. 
and n-as immediate1~- let out to learn a trade 

on n s is  years' apprel~ticeship ; before his 
time was half through he ran away from his 
master. joined 11-ashington's arm];. re- 
mained with the same until the close of the 
war and 11-as re\\-arded thereafter \\-it11 a 
section of land not far from the Il'hite Sul- 
phur Springs. Virginia. The Morgans were 
well represe~lted in the war for independ- 
ence and alsc every other n-ar that this coun- 
try 112s ever had. john Morgan, of Rebel 
fame. n-as a relative of my father. 

O n  my mother's side I an1 German. her 
family ha\-ing come to this countr~- from 
Frankfort, C;ermany, n-here many relatives 
of hers no\\- li1.e. She was twelve years old 
before she could speak a 11-ord of Eng-lish. 
Her father. Jacob lliesse. is no\\- living i11 
Nobles\-ille. ll~tliana. at the age ot ninety- 
four. 

I canle n-i th 111~- parents in October, I 864, 
to this county, and settled on the Eigl-ht Mile 
prairie. in n-hat is linoi\n as "The l~airchild 
settlement." Father \\.as a iai-lner, and here 
he folio\\-ed that calling u~ltil the J-eni- 1876, 
 hen he moved to a farm fil-e miles north- 
east of Ross\-ille, this county. The farm 
\\-as ran- prairie, ant1 here I 1)rnl;e. that 
spring, \\-it11 one three-horse plo\\- ninety 
acres of prairie sod. and Iiill~tl t\\-ent!--se\-en 
rattlesnalies. l r y  parents are non- li\-ing re- 
tired in the village of Ross\-ille. 

I ha\-e one brother, Jacob I\-ikon. a suc- 
cessful merchant in Ross\-ille. this county. 
I have two sisters. nanielj-: lIariah. who 
I~ecame the I\-ife of L. D. 1,;tne. of this co~m- 
ty, and died in 1888: and l\iatilda. no\\- the 
wife of Henrv Gell. of Tifin. Ohio. 

-4s alreatly gatlieretl from this article. 
m?- early life was spent on the farm. \\-here I 
(lid ever!- liil~d of harcl work kno\\-11 to the 
calling. In those clays 1 felt that farming 
was the hardest \\-01-1i in the \\-orlcl : I have 
since learnetl that cllildren knon- but little 

Public Domain Book - Found at COAN.NET / VermilionCounty.INFO



THE BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD 3 3 

of the trials of life. As a child I was sickly, 
and I no\\- firmly believe that if my child- 
hood days had been spent in the city, I nei-er 
would have reached maturity. I t  \\;as open 
ontdoor esercise thxt I needed and father 
gave it to me in abundance. In those days 
we were very poor and usually moved every 
J-ezr from one rented farm to another. 

l l Iy schooling was obtained in the coun- 
try district schools, I nei-er having attended 
any other kind of school in my life escept 
one sumillel- term of nor~nal school in Dan- 
ville. and the greater part of what education 
I have, I acquired as a teacher; ha\-ing 
taught scl~ool in COUII~J-y districts fro111 1878 
to 1882. during a part of \v!lich time I read 
la\%- 11-it11 JIann, Calhoun and Frazier, of 
Danr-ille, staying in their office in the sum- 
mer time and teaching in the winter. I was 
admitted to practice la\\- in the summer of 
1882. and at about the same time \\-as ap- 
pointed a go\-ern:~ient clerk at 11-ashington. 
District of Columbia. n-liei-e I reillai~led for 
five years ; and n-hile there tooli a course in 
the Xationnl I -~I \ -  ci~iversit~-. of that city, 
gracluating therefroll1 lvith the degree of 
Ilaster of L a m .  I came to Danville 111 the 
winter of 1888. hung out a shingle and con1- 
n~enced to hustle \\.it11 the co1111t!- Ian-yers 
for business. I was elected state's attorney of 
this cou~lty in 1802, and \\-as re-elected ii: 
1896 being the first. slid so inr. the only 
state's attorney that ever succeedetl himself 
in that ofice in the histor!- of the count!-. 
During- t l~a t  time I tried soine remarkable 
criminal cases. and also acted for the county . . 
in the celebrated i'Gerr!-mander case. 
brought '3)- Democrats agaiilst the RepuSli- 
call re-districting of the state follon-ing the 
election of 1892. 

--it present I am engaged in the private 
practice of Ian-. and an1 well satisfied \\-ith 
m!- practice and the success I have obtained 

therein. I believe that any man with good 
common sense can by del-otion make a good 
Ian-yer-there is nothing difficult about it, 

I was appointed counsel to llagdeburg. 
Germany. in IW. by President 1IcKinlej-, 
but \\-as unable on account of business affairs 
to accept the position. 

In December. 1893. I \I-as married to 
Gertrude 11'allace Kent, daughter of John 
1 .  Kent acd Catharine \l'allace Kent. 
Her father n-as a son of Perrin Kent, 
one of the first settlers of the Tl7abash ~ a l -  
lej-; a nlan of strengtll of character, 
a farmer, a soldier of the ivar of ISI-.. a de- 
fender of Fort Stephenson. Ohio. and I\-as 
c ith Harrison at the 'I'hames. Canada. H e  
-\\-as also a sul-ve!-or. helping in the sun-e!- of 
the boundar~- line between Illinois and In- 
diana. His ancestr\- \\-as colol~ial. his 
father being a soldier in the Re\-olutionary 
n-ar. Her father is still li\-ing. at the age of 
eighty, in the city of Danville. He \\-as a 
successful farmer and stock-raiser, having 
accumwlated a large fortu1:e at the business. 
Her mother's people are -Americans for man!- 
generatioils back ; her mother's iather being 
one of tile first settlers of Edgar county. 
this state. 

In politics I ail1 a Republican. ant1 frater- 
nail!- I am a member of the I<nights of P!-- 
thias. of the Eenel-olen~ arid I-']-otectil-e 
Order of Eiks and a 1\Iason o i  the Blae 
Lodge. Royal -Arch Chaljter ailcl the Conl- 
mander!-. 

I make no claims of being a11 orator. but 
fee! that I can express 1iiJ- thoughts in a fair- 
1 ~ -  clenr ant! forcible mnnner : have no\\- and 
then been called upon to deliver Decoration 
da!- acldresses. Fourtil of Jul!- orations and 
political speeches : aiso \I llile state's attorney 
collected dnta for a lecture. entitled "Crime 
and Criminals." that I have delivered with 
modest pride to myself. 
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Financially I have been fairly successiul, 
and am one of the directors of the Commer- 
cial T r m t  and Savings Bank of Danville. 

I can only further say, that with me life 
ha,s been a continually active battle; what 
help I have had is such as has come from my 
own exertions, and such as any one can have 
if they will go after it with the proper amount 
of determination. The people have been 
good to me, fate has been good to me and I 
know of no reason why I should not be 11-ell 
satisfied with the course of my life. 

S. G. ~VILSON. 

GEORGE G. SMITH. 

Through sisty-three years George G. 
Smith has been a ~vitness of the growth and 
dex-elopineilt of this portion of Illinois and 
as a result of his business enterprise al~tl 
activity he is to-clay the 0x1-ner of tn-o hun- 
dred and forty acres of valuable land, al; 
11-ell tiled and impro\-ed, being supplied 
I\-it11 rnodern ecjuipments and machinery. 
H e  has a substailtial home and good barns, 
his place being located on section 33, Eloun. 
toll-nship. 

Mr. Smith is a native of Ohio, born in 
Scioto county, August 31, 1829, his par- 
ents being Isaac and Sarah (Glaze) Smith, 
11-110 were natives of Virginia and Germany, 
a co~ered wagon drawn by horses for Ver- 
milion county, where he arrived in safety 
after a long and tedious trip. H e  found here 
an unbroken prairie tract over which ran 
prairie \vol\-es, while ~vild turkeys, prairie 
chickens. cranes and ducks could be had in 
abundance. The Indians had just left the 
district. Mr. Smith was accompanied by 
his wife and four children. H e  entered 
eighty acres of wild land for one dollar and 
twenty-five cents per acre and immediatel? 

began breaking ancl improving his farm. Ht 
hired sonle one to make raiis with which to 
fence his land and in true pioneer style he 
began the raising of grain ancl stock on the 
xi-estern prairies, his market being Chicago, 
~ v l ~ i c h  was then but a village. Danville 
contained but one or tn-o stores and a few 
houses. L-pon the old homestead farm the 
father reinained until his death. The mother 
of our subject passecl a~vaq. in 1848, leaving 
four children, ant1 tlre father afterward 
11-eclded Mary Blackinship, \\ho died in 1863, 
and two years later his death occurred, \\-hen 
he \\-as about sisty-five years of age. Both 
of the parents of our subject were tlel-otecl 
nlernbers of the Baptist church. George G. 
was the third of their five children. but only 
tn-o are now Iii-ing, 1;ls younger lx-other 
being John H.  Smith, of California. Those 
who have passed away are llTilliam A., Mrs. 
Mary J. Lanhanl and 1\1artl1a. 

In the district schools George G. Smith 
pursued his education, attending subscrip- 
tion school, ~vh ic l~  \\-as held in a log build- 
ing. Through the months of winter he 
sat upon a slab bench and studied from test 
books ~+-hich \\-ere alnlost as elementary as 
the furnisl~ings. In the summa- nlontl~s 
he I\-orked upon the home farm and thus 
his time was alternately dex-otecl to study 
and work until he attained his majority. 
H e  then began working cn his on-n account 
as a farm hand through the winter and in 
the sulnnler he drove a breaking team, re- 
ceiving seven dollars per month for his ser- 
vices. Saving all his money he was thus 
enabled after a time to purchase forty acres 
of land for 11-llich he paid two hundred and 
sex-enty-five dollars. This tract \\-as par- 
tially improved and with this to g i w  him 
a start he entered upon the task of making 
a home of his own. H e  11-as married March 
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25, 1Sj3, at the age of twenty-three years 
to Eliza Fairchild. who \\-as born February 
27. 1833, and is a daughter of Daniel and 
Lucy (He~ningn-ay) Fairchild. early set- 
tlers of Blount ton-nship, her father being 
a local preacher. She was the second in 
order of birth. 

After his marriage l l r .  Sinit11 continued 
to engage in iarn~ing and stock-raising 
keeping cattle, horses allrl hogs. In pioneer 
times he plowed with a 11-ooden lllold board 
ancl drove his horses n-it11 a single line. 
-\fteruard to cultivate his land he used a 
single-shovel plow and cut his grain n-ith 
a sickle until that irnplenlent was super- 
ceded b!; the cradle. In 1844. he hauled a 
load of oats to Chicago. starting with sev- 
enty-fil-e bushels and driving three yoke of 
oxen. On reaching his destination he solti 
his oats for twenty-five cents per bushel and 
purchased a load of salt for which he paid 
tn-enty-five cents a pound. H e  was ahsen 
011 the trip for iifteen days. There \\-as not 
a bridge betlveen his house and Chicago ant1 
he had to ford tlie rivers, crossing the creel; 
at Iiankakee and llomence. -kt nights he 
camped out ancl thus in course of time his 
journey was completed. Chicago \\-as but 
a  illa age and gave little promise of its future 
11-ontlerful developillent. Cook stoves ha( 
not then heen iiltrotluced and Mr. Smitl: 
\\-ell I-er~~en~bei-s 11o\\- johllny cake \\-as baked 
upon a board in the fire place. He has also 
seen flint and to\\- used in starting a fire 
before matches n-ere ill\-ented and he has 
hell>etl to shear the slieep in order to secure 
the I\-ool for clothing. only l~omemade gar- 
ments being used i~:- the family in that time. 
In the summer the mother spun the flas 
for the garments nsetl in that season and 
11-ool for the winter clothing and homemade 
shoes n-ere also n-orn. Church services \\-ere 

- - -  

held in the groves and lighted candles \\-ere 
fastened upon the bushes while cam3fires 
were often used to give light. Mr. Smith 
11-ould often borrow fire from the neighbors 
\\-hen their on-n fire 11-ould go O U ~ .  He has 
made rails at fifty cents per hundred and 
performed other work at an equally low 
price. 

L-nto 11r. and Mrs. Smith n-ere born 
nine children : Elizabeth. the 11-ife o i  George 
31. IVilson. of 1-errnilion county. b!- \\-horn 
she has three children : John E.. n-ho wed- 
ded Mar!- Tirebaugh. and died leal-ing a 
n-idon- and five children : Elias D.. who 
11-edclecl Clarissa Smith. 11-110 passed away 
leaving three children: Marshall 11.. \vhc 
married Lillie. a daughter of Soah 1-oung, 
and they have two children and nlake their 
home in Indiana; \17esley C.. \vho married 
Enl~lla Sperry, by ~\-hom he has one child : 
Sarah. ~ v h o  is ivith her parents: Eva. the 
n-ife of -Andy Lanham. by \\-horn she has 
three chilclren ; IV. G.. at home: and J. 0.. 
~ v h o  married Jessie Stone and has trio chil- 
dren. They reside in Potomac. 

I?or ti\-el\-e consecutive >-ears l l r .  Smith 
has lieltl the office of supervisor and for two 
!-ears lie \\-as collector. for three ye,, ?rs  co111- 
missione~. of liighu-ays. and for tu-enty 
?-ears a school director. He to-tiny owns 
one oi the best farms of the county and all 
that he possesses has been accluiretl through 
his on-n eeorts and the assistance of his 
estimable n-ife. n-110 has inded pro\-ed to 
him a faithful companion ant1 helpmate on 
life's journey. He has nel-er had a law suit 
hut has ever lii-etl peacenbly \\-it11 his fellov- 
nlen ant1 has enjo?-ecl the unqualified re- 
spect of his entire community. He is no\\- 
lil-ing retired in his comfortable farm home. 
his land being rented, and he well merits 
the rest 11-l-hich has come to him. 
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CHARLES L. ENGLISH. 

One of the most active and best kilown 
of the financiers of the city of Danvilie and 
of the eastern section of the state is Charles 
L. English, president of the First National 
Bank, an institution which is recognized as  
being among the leading banking concerns 
of the st2te. Mr. English was born in Per- 
ry~\-ille. Indiana, July I j, 1846, and is a son 
of Joseph G. English, I\-ho is mentioned on 
another page of this work. With his parents 
he came to Dailville in 1854, being then a lad 
of eight years, and here his entire life has 
since been passed. Entering the public 
schools of the city he continued to pursue 
his studies therein until he entered De Pauw 
University at -Asbi~ry, Indiana, \vl~ere he  
spent one pear. 

In April, 1864, when not yet eighteen 
years of age, Mr. English enlisted for the 
defense of the Union as a member'of Com- 
pany K, One Hundred and Thirty-fifth Illi- 
nois Infantry, for the term of one hundred 
clays. and in October follo~ving received an ' 

honorable discharge. The same patriotic cle- 
votinn to the general good of his country has 
characterized his entire life, always ha\-ing at  
hear? the best interests of his state and na- 
tion. 

For thirteen years Mr. English was en- 
gnged in the grain trade and also furnisl~ecl 
lumber and railroad supplies under contract. 
In this enterprise he I\-as associatecl 1vit11 
Colonel L. T. Dickason. non- of Chicago. 
and their business gren- in 1-olume ancl im- 
portance until their trade ass~~~ned'estensive 
proportions, they having at  times several 
hunc-lred rnen in their employ. 

In 1867 Mr. English became identified 
with the First National Bank, of which he is 
now president. It 11-as not, however, until 
1882 that he began to devote his time almost 

exclusively to the bank. For a number of 
years he occupied the position of cashier, 
later became vice president and is now the 
head of the institution, having been elected 
president in 1899, upon the retirement of his 
father, who had served in that capacity for 
many years. Under his capable manage- 
ment the business of the bank has increased 
until it is now one of the most important 
financial concerns of the state. Its success is 
certainly due in a large measure to our sub- 
ject and since under his control the capital 
stocl; has been increased froill fifty thousand 
to one hundred and fifty thousand dollars, 
\vhiJe the s ~ ~ r p l u s  has grown fro111 forty 
tho~~sancl to one hundred and fifty thousand 
dollars. ~ i t h  ad(litiona1 profits of fifty thou- 
sand dollars. Mr. English has given his best 
energies to the ads ancement of this institu- 
tion ancl is uniformly regarded as the leacl- 
ing financier in this part of the state. 

In  1883 Mr. English was united in mar- 
riage to AIiss -A. O'Hara, of -Anderson, Indi- 
ana, and unto thern ha\-e been born two chil- 
dren : Benjamin Charles. 11-110 is now a 
student in the Cull-er llilitarj- _Academy; 
and Daniel. at home. 

Politically Mr. English is a Republican. 
and. while interested in politics so far as 
pertnins to general goven~ment. he is not 
and has ne\-er been a politician in the corn- 
moll acceptation of the term. His business 
interests nnd his mental training have not 
been in that direction. Socially he is a mem- 
I~er of the h'lasonic fraternity. and is deeply 
interested in the principals of the order-the 
oldest fraternal organization in existence. 
-As a citizen he is interested in everything 
pertaining to the general good, and he has 
l~eeil found a supporter of many public enter- 
prises and charitable institutions, giving his 
influence as well as his means for their ad- 
\-ancement. In business affairs he is ener- 
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getic, notably reliable and prompt in meeting 
ever)- obligation and engagement. He has 
a genius for del-ising and executing the right 
tlning at the right time, and he regards no 
business detail as too unimportant to claim 
his attention. His success in all his under- 
takings has been so marked that his nnethods 
are of interest to the com~~lercial world. He  
has based his business principles and actions 
upo:~ strict adherence to the rules n-hich 
go\-ern industrv and strict unsn-en-ing integ- 
i t .  His keen perception ancl honesty o i  
purpose are counted aniong his chief char- 
acteristics ant1 llave contributed in large 
measure to the splendid success ~v l~ ich  has 
crou-tned 11is efforts. 

lticllael \\-ea\-er n-as an l io~~ored citizen 
oi 1-ennilion count>- 11110 might be termed 
unicj~le on accomnt of certain characteristics. 
These, hen-ever. n-ere such as might xell 
l ~ e  follo11-ecl. They concerned his treatnlent 
of Inis fellow men, his conduct being guided 
by the strictest principles o i  hotnesty an(: 
integrity. He \\-as born in \ITashington 
county. Mar!-lancl. near Hagerston-n, and 
\\-as a son of German parents who ennigratec! 
to -3111erica prior to the Re\-olutionary 11-ar. 
In tlne family n-ere three brothers. The 
father died \\-hen lliclnael IVeaver 11-as but 
a small boy and his mother afterward mar- 
ried again and removed \\-it11 the famil\- to  
Sor th  Carolina, but lliclnael 11-aver ran 
an-a\- from home  hen but ten Fears of age 
and joined a cattle drover's outfit \\-it11 
which he returned to Mar>-land, where still 
lived his elder brothers. From that time 
on he made his own way in the I\-orld. It 

seems almost strange that a boy starting 
out so voung in life and \\-it11 no home sur- 
roundings should have developed the strong, 
s turd-  and upright mankind which \\-as 
characteristic of Michael \I-eal-er. S o t  
long after he had attained his majorit\- he 
~vedded Mary Elizabeth Specard of Ilagers- 
town. 1Iar:-land. and about a year later they 
remol-ed to Pennsj-lvania. \\-\-here t!ie\- spent 
the XI-inter with his sister. 

Theq- then made their \\-a\- ~OV;II the 
Ohio river to Kentuck\-, \\-here Mr. Weaver 
purchased a farm and Iix-ed lor three years. 
H e  then crossed tlne river into Clermon. 
countj-, Ollio. becoming one of its early set- 
tlers. and in ISIS he removed to Brou-n 
countv, that state. n-here he purchased 2 

tract of land XI-hich he cleared ancl devel- 
oped into a fine farm. 

Upon that property he made his home 
until 182s.  hen in a big covered \\-ago11 he 
started \vest\\-ard in company n-it11 his n-ife 
and nine children. Their destination \\-as 
Sugar Creek, Indiana, hut. not being pleased 
with the countrj- in that locality. they con- 
tinued on their n-ay until the>- reached Ver- 
nlilion cotintv. Illinois. n-hen a settlement 
was made in what is 11011- Carroll to~vnshilx 
Mr. IYeaver entered land from the govern- 
ment and at once conllnlenced its cultivation 
and improvenlent. He had to go to Pales- 
tine in order to make the entr!-. These \\-ere 
pioneer times ior ]-errnilion count- \\-as 
then almost upon tile borders of civiliza- 
tion. I t  was. indeed. a frontier settlement. 
having few of the ad\-antages and comforts 
o i  tlne older east. -At first it was necessary to 
go to a slnall place in Indiana in order to do 
tradi~lg. Later the menlbers of the family 
went to Chicago for muslins, buttons. sugar, 
lumber and in fact almost ever~thing needed 
about the household. Indians were still 
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numerous in this part of the country, but 
gave no trouble to the settlers. At the time 
the 11-eax-er family arrived and took up 
their abode in Carroll township they found 
that another settler hacl built a iittie cabin 
upon the place. I t  contained tu-o rooms 
with a kitchen built on and in this the famil? 
of eleven took up their abode, but as soon 
as opportunity afforded Mr. Weaver erected 
a more colnmodious residence. Game of 
all kinds was plentiful, venison was a fre- 
quent dish upon the pioneer table and prairie 
chickens and turkeys furnished many a 
meal. 11Tol~es were often seen and fre- 
quently killed by the settlers and there were 
many other evidences of the n-ilcl condition 
of the country. Mr. 1Vea1-er al~vays follon-ed 
farming and stock-raising and in due course 
of time he gained for Ilimself a comfortable 
competence. 

Unto our subject and his wife were 
born eleven children. nine of \\-horn reached 
years of maturity : Mary, 1vho is the ~ v i d o ~ r  
of Benjamin Baum, and is now living il 

Indiallola at  the age of ninety-two years; 
Jane, the ~vidow of David Fisher, who is 
living xi th  her son. Michael, in Indianola. 
a t  the age of ninety years; Catherine. the 
widow of Charles \V. Baum an6 a resident 
of Indianola at the age of eighty-five years ; 
Louisa, who is the wife of James Gaines 
of Edgar county, Illinois, and is seventy- 
seven years of age: Sarah, the deceased wife 
of Samuel Baum; John and Elijah ;who 
have also passed away; Clara, the deceased 
wife of Isaac Fisher; and Nancy, the de- 
ceased wife of John Cole. 

Michael IVeaver lived to be more than 
one hundred years of age and his wife passed 
away at  the age of eighty-eight. She wa: 
a member of the Methodist church and an 
earnest Christian 11-oman. In  politics Mr. 

Weaver was a 11-hig, but never took an 
active part in political work or sought office. 
He was a self-made man, successful in his 
business although his methods were consid- 
ered odd by many. IY-ould that there \:-ere 
more who had this ohdity o i  llonesty and 
fair dealing \\-it11 thenl! Even during the 
war times when money n-as dra~ving twenty 
or thirty per cent he n-ould never ask or 
accept more than s i s  per cent, and he n-oultl 
never charge more than tu-enty-five cents 
per bushel for his corn. He did not belong 
to a church 4-et the true spirit of Christianity 
was manifest in his life for he tlicl ullto 
others as he u-ould ha\-e tllenl do unto him 

It  is a noticeable fact that the J-oung men 
are rapidly OCCLI~J-ing the forenlost places 
in business circles. 1171~etl~e~ this is due 
to superior eclucc?tional training or to na- 
tive ability is a cluestio~l of dispute. Per- 
haps it is due to both. -.it all events the 
fact remains and each coiillnunity numbers 
among its leading citizens txen \v110. yet 
young in years, are controllillg estensil-e 
financial, co~ll~~lercial and industrial inter- 
ests. Mr. 'lVysong is one of the young men 
of Fithian, who deserl-es inention in a \vorli 
of this character. He is occupying a posi- 
tion as cashier of the bank here and pos- 
sesses marked business ability and executive 
force. 

He  mas born in llansfield. Illinois. J u l ~  
17, 1875. His father. X. J. \I7ysong, is a 
native of Ohio. and in llansfield, this state. 
was united in marriage to bliss Lavina Hil- 
ligoss. a native of Indiana. The father is 
a carpenter and contractor and \\;as con- 
nected with building operations in Mans- 
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field until 1891, \\-hen he ren1o.i-ed to De- 
catur. There he again engaged in contract- 
ing and at the present time he is occup?-ing 
the position of foreman of the Decatur Re- 
frigerating & LIanuiacturing Cornpan! 
L-nsn-erx-ing in his adherence to Denlocratic 
principles, he has nei-ertheless refused pub- 
lic office, his loyal support being given in 
no hope of securing official reward inr his 
pai-tj- iealty-. H e  belongs to the Christian 
cllurcl~ and is a 1n2n of strong purpose and 
upright character. The mother of our sub- 
ject died -April aa, 1881. and Mr. 11-ysong 
afterward married Elva Dickson. \\-hose 
parents 11-ere from Ohio. By his first mar- 
riage there were t::-~ sc:ls: 0. R.. of this 
revie\\-; and I. T., who resides in l\:ai~sfield. 
The cl~ildren of the second marrisge are : 
Charles. John. Gladys and El\-a. 

In the public schools of his native ton-n 
0 .  B. 'II-psong acquired his pre1iminar~- ed- 
ucation. \vhich was supple~nented 11:- stutly 
in the lligl~ school of Decatur, Illinois, anc! 
later he entered the Sorthern Illdialla S o r -  
ma1 school a t  Valparaiso, -\vhere he was 
gracluated on the completion of a busi~~ess 
course with the class of 1890. H e  was af- 
ter~varcl employed in the Con~mercial Bank 
at 3Iansfield. Illinois, for tn-o years ant1 
in 1895 he came to  Fitl~ian, \\-here on the 
22d of April, of that pear, he was appointed 
cashier of the Fithian Bank, in 11-11ich capac- 
ity he has since served with inarked c a y -  
bility, his labors contributing in large meas- 
ure to the success of the institution. ITe is 
also connected with the grain trade here and 
his income is thereby materially increased. 
In connection with Mr. C. B. De Long. the 
president of the firm. 3Ir. TI-\-song has 
been instrumental in securing the interurban 
electric line along the Big Four Railroad. 
It \\-as first proposed to bring it from Ur- 

bana to St. Joseph, thence to Homer and 
folloxv the ]]'abash to Danville. but through 
the untiring eftorts of I .  De Long 
and I .  s o g  it now comes the 
other a .  i n  Fithian and adja- 
cent' towns the advantage of good ser- 
vice wllich the!- were unable to secure iron1 
the railroad. 

On the -. 5th of Sol-ember. 1896. lir,  
Ii-~-song \\-as happily ~narried in Fithian to 
lIiss Cora 11. Post. n-110 \\-as born Septem- 
her 5, 1878. a daughter oi  Dr. G. H. Post. 
The\- no\\- have three interesting little chil- 
dren : Lois. Lecla a i d  Lenor-e. Theirs is 
one of the best homes in this part of 1-er- 
nlilion county and it is a favorite resort 
\ \- i~11 their man!- irientls. n-hich circle is al- 
most co-estensive wit11 the circle of their 
accluaititances. 

l i r .  1I-~-song is a Republican and in 
1897-98 he was one of the city trustees. In  
1901 lie \\-as elected ma!-or and in positions 
of public trust he has ever esercised hi. 
official prerogatives in support of every 
nlovement calculate~l to prove of public ben- 
efit. He is a member of Ogderl Lodge. F. 
& -4. 11. : Morning Star Lotlge. S o .  489 
I. 0. 0 .  F.. of Fithian: Corn Cit-\- Lodge, 
I<. P.. oî  Ogdal: Fithian Camp. So.  427. 
11. 11-. -A. : ant1 of the llethotlist El~iscopal 
church. His genial manner. unfailing cour- 
tesy and kind!- spirit ha\-e made him popu- 
lar anti Mr. iI-~-song is indeed \\-idel!- and 
favorably litlo\\-l~ in Fithian ant1 this por- 
tion of 1-ennilion  count^-. 

Dr. J. L. Rideout. a successftll and popu- 
lar dentist of Danville. x a s  born in Fremont, 
Ohio. 3Iay I j. 1873, a son of F. JV. and 
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Anna (Deemer) Rideout. On the paternal 
side he is of English descent and belongs 
to a very patriotic family which has been 
well represented in the wars of this coun- 
try, his grandfather being a soldier of the 
Mexican war, and his great-great-grand- 
father of both the war of 1812 and the Rev- 
olutionary war. The Deemer family is of 
German extraction and was founded in 
Pennsylvania during the seventeenth cen- 
tury, since which time they have al~vays 
taken part in public affairs of an important 
character. 
. F. LV. Rideout, the Doctor's father, \ a s  
also born in Fremont, Ohio, and after reach- 
ing manhood he there married Miss Anna 
Deemel-, a native of Easton, Pennsylvania. 
For fifteen years . . after his marriage he was 
engaged in the real-estate, loan and insur- 
ance business at that place, and then re- 
moved to Tuscola, Illinois, where the Zol- 
10x1-ing ten years were spent upon a farm. 
He took quite an a&\-e part in political 
affairs while residing there. His next re- 
moval made him a resident of Atwood, Illi-1 
nois, where he practically lived a retired 
life, although he still dealt in loans and real 
estate to some extent. He was a Republi- 
can in politics, and while living in Tuscola 
sen-ed as county supervisor and held some 
of the township offices. In early life ile was 
a member of Company K, One Hundrecl 
and Sixty-ninth Ohio National Guards and 
was called out during the Civil war. 'This 

lentitled him to membership in the Grant1 
Army of the Republic and he was also con- 
nected with the Independent Order of Odd 
Fellows. For many years he was an active 
member of the Methodist Episcopal church 
and an officer in the same, and died in that 
faith on the 14th of September, 1902, his 
remains being interred. in the Cartwright 

cemetery at L%tivood, Illinois. His first wife 
had passed away in July, 1585, and in 1891 
he married Miss May Barnett, ivho survives 
him. By his first marriage he had six chil- 
dren: LV. J., a physician of Freeport, Illi- 
nois, ~vho makes a specialty of the diseases 
of the eye, ear and nose; E. L., a farmer of 
Tuscola ; J. L., our subject ; R. F., a farmer 
of -Atwood; Mayrne, 1vho is attending 
school in Freeport; ancl Clara, u-110 resides 
in Freeport. The children of the second 
marriage are Harry, Nellie and Ray. 

Dr. Rideout began his education in the 
schools of Fremont, Ohio, and after the re- 
moval of his family to this state he attendecl 
the public schools of Tuscola. Deciding 
upon a professional life, he next entered the 
Indiana Dental College at Indianapolis, 
where he mas graduated in 1897 and the 
follotving year located in Danville, where he 
had since engaged in practice with marked 
success. He has a nice office in 412 Teinple 
block, supplied with all the latest equip- 
ments known to the science, and he has al- 
ready secured a large patronage which is 
steadily increasing. 

On the 24th of December, 1896, at Tus- 
cola, was celebrated the marriage of Dr. 
Rideout and Miss Vivian Boyce. who was 
born at that place October 5. 1875, and is a 
daughter of Washington and Paulina (Per- 
ry) Boyce, the former a native of Illinois, 
and the latter of Jeffersonville, Indiana. 
Her parents were also married at Tuscola. ' 
Her father was a photographer by profes- 
sion and was identified with the Republican 
party and the Grand Army of the Republic. 
He died in June, 1896, but his wife is still 
living and now makes her home with Dr. 
Rideout. They had seven children, six of 
whom survive the father, namely: David, 
a photographer of Tuscola; Albert, a dentist 
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of that place; IVilliam, fanner of Tuscola; 
Thomas J. and Charles M., twins, the for- 
mer a dentist of Chicago and the latter a 
manufacturer of photo,g-aphersy paper in 
that city; and Vivian, the wife of our s ~ ~ b -  
ject. The Doctor and his wife have two 
children : Esther Pauline, born September 
20, 1897; and Russell H., born July 19, 
1899- 

In his political \-ieu-s the Doctor is a 
stanch Republican, and socially he is con- 
nected with the Independent Order of Odd 
Fellolvs and the Fraternal Army. He is 
quite popular both in social and professional 
circles and is a man highly esteemed and re4 
spected by all 117110 known him. 

C. B. Spang, grain merchant and the 
proprietor of the Star Roller Mill and 111111- 
beryard of Georgetown, is well known in 
Vermilion county. He is the leading busi- 
ness man of the southern portion of the 
county and through enterprise and capabil- 
ity has contributed not only to his own suc- 
cess but also to the general prosperity of the 
localities with which he has been identified. 

Mr. Spang has been a resident of 
Georgetown for the past thirteen years. 
He was born in Butler county, Pennsyl- 
vania, December 13. 1866, and is a son of 
Josiah R. and Margaret (Bracken) Spang. 
both of whom were also natives of the Key- 
stone state. The father there spent his en- 
tire life. He became manager of the Singer 
Manufacturing Company and occupied that 
position until his death. His widqw and the 
family resided in Butler county until I-, 

when they removed to Georgetown, Illinois. 
5 

C. B. Spang was educated in the com- 
mon schools of his native county and began. 
to learn the miller's trade at Butler, Pam* 
sylvania, being employed in the Oriental 
Rolling PIlills untii he mastered the busi- 
ness. In 1887 he removed westward, set- 
tling in Terre Haute, Indiana, where he was 
employed as a miller for two years and on 
the expiration of that period he came to 
Georgetown. In 1889 J. E. Hayworth es- 
tablished the Georgeton-n Flour Mill but 
he was formerly engaged in the milling 
b~~siness here from ISSO. On coming to 
Georgeton-n Mr. Spang entered the employ 
of Mr. Hayworth, and after working in the 
mill for two months. he purchased a half 
interest in both the mill and lumberyard, 
forming a partnership under the firm style 
of Hayu-orth & Spang. The1 continued 
business together until 1899. when Mr. 
Hap-orth sold his interest to C. I.. -Austin, 
\\-I10 was in partnership with our subject 
until 1902. 

Mr. Spang is now alone and is doing 
the largest business in Georgetoll-n. His 
elevator, 11-hich is located near the depot, 
has recently bee11 enlarged and is now one 
of the most extensive in the county. He 
buys and ships grain daily and his business 
has now assumed very creditable and profit- 
able proportions. The flour mill is located 
in the eastern part of the town and is con- 
ducted under the name of the Star Roller 
Mills. He manufactures the North Star 
flo~lr, the Red Ball and other brands and 
has established a wholesale distributing 
house in Danville for the products of his 
manufactories. He deals in all kinds of 
ltunber and building materials necessary to 
the construction of a house from the f o m  
dation to the roof and his patronage in this 
line is very extensive as the business is con- 
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.stant.ly increiing. He is well known 
throughout the country as a prominent busi- 
bess -man of Georgetown and his enterprise 
and industry contribute in no small degree 
to the commercial prosperity of the place. 
- Mr. Spank was united in marriage to 
Miss Florence Smith, of Slippery Rock, 
Pennsylvania, and they now have four chil- 
dren: Ethel, Genevieve, Charles and 
Bracken. Both he and his wife are mem- 
bers of the Methodist Episcopal church and 
he has taken an active interest in church 
work. Socially he is identified with the 
Modern Woodmen of America and the 
Knights of Pythias, having aided in or- 
ganizing the latter lodge in Georgetown. 
Jn politics he is a Republican and he has 
h e n  called to fill a number of offices in the 
willage. Besides his business interests here 
he owns an addition to the city of Danville, 
where he is engaged in real-estate dealing, 
and is also interested in a lumberyard and 
real estate at Westville, Illinois. He is a 
self-made man, owing his prominence in 
business affairs to his own skillfully directed 
Sabor, and among the well-to-do citizens of 
Georgetown he is justly numbered. 

WILLIAM MOORE. 

No adequate history of 14Tilliam Moore 
&n be written until many of the useful en- 
t&prises with which he has been' connected 
have completed their full share of 'good to 
the world and until his personal influence 
and example shall have ceased their fruitage 
in the liv& of those with whom he has come - m contact. Yet, there is much concerning 
him that can be 'set down with profit heie 
& an illiisfration of what can be done by a 

. - 

man with a clear brain and n-illing hands 
that sets himself seriously to the real labors 
and responsibilities of life. His llanle is so 
inseparably interivoven wit11 the history of 
Hoopeston that no account of the business 
development and substantial upbuilding of 
the town can be given \x-ithout mention of 
his name. His efforts too have extended 
far beyond the limits of Hoopeston, and 
many other conm~unities have benefited by 
his labors, his marked business ability and 
his indefatigable enterprise. He is to-day 
numbered among the capitalists of Vermil- 
ion' county and to this position he has at- 
tained not thro~rgh the aid of influential or 
wealthy friends, but because he has prospered 
in his work and has made honest dealing one 
of the characteristics of his useful ancl active 
career. - 

Mr. Moore was born in Coshocton coun- 
ty, Ohio, on the 30th of Novetnber, 1841, 
and is a son of Silas and Mary (McCoy) 
Moore. Upon the home farm he was reared, 
and his early education acquired in the public 
schools was supplemented by a preparatory 
course in Spring Mountain Sen~inary of 
Ohio. He'was pursuing his study there with 
the intention of preparing for the law when 
the Civil war broke out. He had watched 
with growing interest the attitude of he 
south and the progress of events leading 
up to hostilities, and, his patriotic spirit 
aroused, he resolved to strike a blow in de- 
fense of the Union if the country became 
involved in civil war, and on the 23d of 
April, 1861, only ten days after Fort Sumter 
was fired on, hi enlisted for three months' 
service as a member of Company D, Six- 
teenth Ohio Volunteer Infantry. While with 
that command he was promoted to the rank 
of 'orderly sergeant and was mustered out 
the . following .. August. On the gd of Octo- 
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ber. ISGI. he was cor~imissioned by Go\-er- 
nor Denison. a first lieutenant lvith authority 
to nise a company. which hc enlistmi mostly 
among the studaits of Spring Rlc>~ultaiu 
Senliaary. This became Company I, of tlie 
Fiity-first Ohio ll~fnntry tlntler the cr-1111- 
nlancl of Coluncl Stanley hIattlie\\-s. I\-i tll 
his cotilpnn_v 1-icute~~ant Ill oorc fouglit ;it 
l'hillipi. l'erryville. C'1iicka11lnug:i. I.r)okol~t 
l l o ~ ~ i ~ t a i ~ i ,  illission l<iclse ant1 l<i~iggol(l. 
a~icl in Jnilunry, I $03. lie \\';is cr)ill~tlissiotlccl 
crlptai~i. In tlic l~nttlc o f  C'liic.k;ui~;i~r~;~ Iic 
lost ilcnrly every nian in Iiis co~ii~li;u~il, OIIC- 

11nlf of tlic n u n i l ~ r  k i n g  killctl or \vo111i(le~1. 
\vl~ilc many o f  tlie reniniutlcr \vcrc. c;i1)111rc~l. 
, \ I 1  o f  thc rcgiinetltal ofticers o f  tllc I;ifty- 
first Ilaving I)cen taken priso~l~rs, C'al)t;ii~i 
htoorc, as rattkirig line ofticcl-. ;issttn~ctl corn 
111;lritl. ar~cl with Inrt a few rntri I)c.iri~ig t11c 
i-cgin~crital colors ;lilt1 :I st;l~itl o f  livlel col- 
4)rs cal)turctl from n Sou111 t';iroli~la rcgi- 
r11c11t in tlic last ch:~rgc, hc c11t tlir-o~igli tllc 
1iel)el lines antL safely I-caolictl C'll:ltt:u~oog:l 
tlic 11est tlny. I t  \\?as a 1)r;ivc iiiovc :in([ 
anc  wliicll tlisplayctl superior knowletlgc of 
military t6ctics arltl u11tl;~untctl 1)raver-y. On 
two particl~lar occasiorls Cal)t;ii~~ Moorc was 
selcctctl for special scrvicc of ;L tlirlicull atl(l 
liazartlous kintl. I L C  c:irrictl out liis instruc- 
tions with sig11aI succcss and was co111l)li- 
mentctl by his fcllow niitl superior officers 
ant1 the general commaticling tlie :lrmy. 111 

April, 1864, he was musteretl oul: of thc 
military service, having for tlircc yc:lrs I~ccn 
a f:iithful tlefentler of the old 11;1g. 

Captain Moore 11as l~een a resitlctlt of 
Vern~ilion c o ~ ~ n t y  since March, I 86 j. Aftcr 
his return froni the war he renlainetl a resi- 
dent of Ohio for aho~tt a year and then canlc 
to the west, locating in Grant townsl~ip, Vcr- 
milion county, where he had previously pur- 
chased a farm of three hundred ancl twenty 

acres. 1;rorn tiitit time forivanl he has beem 
very proininalt in public affnirs as at1 06- 
cia1 nnil as a business nlan. nnil h i s  efiorts 
Ilnvc cvcr proven c)f the greatest betletit t o  
the ~o i l lu~u~\ i ty  wit11 \vllic11 he is associated. 
I:mnl 1866 until r 8 74 he filled the ofice of 
justice of tlic 1)e;icc ailel fro111 1867 ~111til 
ISTO \\-;is collector o f  (ir:i~it tt)\viisl~ip, ivl~ile 
fro111 IS($; until 1S72 Iis \vns schr>c>l treas- 
urcr o f  to\v~ishil) 23 ,  range I I .  1;or sevral 
ycnrs lie was also n clircct.tcu- of tlte I I ~ ~ ~ p e s t o n  
~ ) ~ ~ l ) l i c  sclic~~ls nitrl it was tlirougli his arer_gy 
;i11(1 ~~itesl)~'ise tli:~t tlis first i~iil'osit~g ant1 sub- 
s!:iiiti;iI s<-liool l )~~i l ( l i~ lg  :I€ this 1)I:tcc was 
crcctctl, n 1)uiltliiig cc~sti~ig t\vciit!--ti\.c tl~r)t~. 
s:i11(1 r lo l l : i t '~ .  111 tliis \vr)rk hIr. hloore rc- 
ccivecl nitrcl~ ryl)ositiorl, hut lie 11;icI firm 
faitli in tlic ~ilti~u;itc clcvelopnici~t of the 
toi\'11 ntitl t i~nc Iias I)ro\.cn his uo~~titltr)ce well 
~)l;icc(l. for to-tl;ly tli;i! sclic~)l l)~iil(li~ig is OIIC 

o f  t i  I 1 - 1  l i ~ l s .  I t  is ;i suLst;urtial 
~ i i o r i ~ ~ ~ l ~ c ~ i t  10 liis c1Yorts i l l  I)ellaIf of his fel- 

r . 
10tv toiv~is~iic~i. I lie c;iusc o f  ~(lucatiorl has 

tri~cr lric11(1 ill :ill 1 I ( K ) ~ C S ~ O I I  t l t ; l ~ i  Mr. 
hloorc or one wlio 11;~s I~cvn rnorc cffc~tive 
in his Ialx>rs t o  :~(lv:i~icc tlie gc~icr:~l g ~ l  
alorig lirics o f  ctlircntion;~l ;i11(1 i~~tcl l~ctt lal  
progress. I lc Ii;~s I)cctl n 1liaii1)cr o f  the 
I loopestoti 1,il)r:iry Associ;itiori si~ice its or- 
g:tniz;ition. 

, . 1 lirougl~out :ill tlicsc yc:irs wl~ilc cap:ibly 
performing offici:tl scrvicc hTr. Moorc has 
also controllccl cstc~~.si vc :ir~c.l iri~por!;it~t I)usi- 
ricss iiitcrcsts. At vl cnrly cl:iy lie purcliasd 
fifty acres of 1a1ld at 1Itx)pcston wl~icli was 
Inif1 out in tow11 lots :u tlic Moore & Brown 
:ttlclition. In April, 1872, Ilc took up his res- 
itlencc in the village wl~crc Ite has since been 
crlgag-ec1 in tlic real estate business, buying 
at~cl sclling town property on an extensive 
scale. I4e was also a member of the firm of 
Moore & Perkins and later k a m e  the s d o r  
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member of the well known firm of ~oo:e, 
McFerren & Seavey. Between March, 1874, 
and March, 1875, the sales of this firm 
reached three hundred and thirty thousand 
dollars. Mr. Moore is still associated with 
Mr. McFerren and their business interests 
are most extensive and important, including 
large landed properties in the south, i3 the 
states of ,%rkansas, 3lississippi and Tennes- 
see. I t  ~vould be impossible to give an ade- 
quate account of the extensive enterprises 
which have been established and carried for- 
ward to successful completion by Mr. 
Moore. Soon after the organization of the 
Illinois Can Company he became one of its 
heavy stockholder and is to-day the owner 
of one-half of the business and is acting as 
general manager. He was instrumental in 
organizing the Union Tin Can Company, 
of which he became a stockholder and di- 
rector and filled the position of president 
at  the time the company was merged into 
the American Can Company. The business 
was founded in 1892 with a capital stock 
of forty thousand dollars, and when sold in 
1900 returned to the owners one million 
dollars, the original stockholders re- 
taining their respective interests as 
paid LIP stock. Industrial enterprises in 
many other parts of the country contribute 
not alone to Mr. illoore's individual success 
but promote the general prosperity of the 
localities in which they are located. In con- 
nection with Mr. McFerren he owns a large 
box factory at Memphis, Tennessee, the an- 
nual outprtt of which is nine hundred cars 
of box shooks. These gentlemen are also 
the proprietors of a double band sawmill 
at  Memphis, valued at  seventy-five thousand 
doITars, and having a daily capacity of fifty 
thousand feet of lumber. Their enterprises 
owned and contrdled by them includes a 

large sawmill at Luxora, Arkansas, with 
a capacity of thirty thousand feet of lumber 
daily, a sawmill on Pitmanys Island, manufc- 
ruring twenty-five thousand feet of lumber 
per day, a sawmill at Woodstock, hfissis- 
sippi, with a similar capacity, and three 
other saivmills. each turning out about 
twenty thousand feet of lumber daily. Mr. 
Moore on-ns about one thousand acres of 
rand in Vermilion county and in connection 
with J. C. McFerren is the owner of thirty 
thousand acres of timberrand in Xrkansas- 
They are now constructing a railroad from 
Luxora, Arkansas, to Big Lake, a distance 
of twenty miles, called the llississippi, Big 
Lake and Western Road. This will furnish 
an outlet for their lumber and also will form 
part of a trunk line for the west from Joplin, 
Missouri, through to the Mississippi. Mr. 
AMoore secured donations for the two rail- 
roads which enter Hoopeston and was a 
member of the committee for securing thc 
right of way for the Lake Erie & Western 
Railroad through Vermilion county. He 
handled and sold the Thompson Xorth 
Hoopeston addition and in connection with 
Mr. McFerren he purchased the Casement 
addition of one hundred lots, all of which 
were sold by the firm inside of six months 
and they also closed out the'fifty lot addition 
of G. IV. Smith. Mr. Moore's attention is 
given to the superintendency of the land and 
timber estates of the firm in the south and to. 
the general management of the Illinois Can- 
ning Company of Hoopeston. 

On the 1st of March, 18.92, Mr. Moore. 
was united in marriage to Anna Hamilton, 
who was born at Ash Grove, Iroquois coun- 
ty. Her father is now deceased and 11er 
mother and brother, Senator Isaac Hamil- 
ton, are residents of Chicago. Mr. Moore 
has three living children by a former mar- 
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riage: Winfield S., Claude H. and Cora 
M. The daughter is now the wife of Dr. 
Haines, of Memphis, Tennessee. In 1882 

Mr. Moore erected his magnificent home at 
the corner of Fourth and Penn streets in 
Hoopeston. 

He is a Republican in politics and though 
his business interests are so extensive he 
yet finds time to serve his fellow towns- 
men in matters pertaining to the general 
welfare of the place in which he makes his 
home. He is a member of the board of al- 
dermen here, having served in that office 
continuously since street paving was begun, 
and to-day he is the chairman of the streets 
and alleys committee and of the buildings 
and grounds committee. He belongs to the 
Methodist Episcopal church and is a promi- 
nent Mason, holding membership in the blue 
lodge, chapter, council and commandery, 
and was the first high priest of the chapter 
at  this place. It is impossible to estimate 
the scope of Mr. Moore's accomplishment. 
The benefits of his enterprise are far-reach- 
ing. furnishing employment to many hun- 
dreds of n-orkinen and promoting prosperity 
in various communities. Endowecl by nature 
with a sound jud,gment and an accurate, 
discriminating mind, he has never feared 
that laborious attention to the details of busi- 
ness so necessary to achieve success. and this 
essential quality has ever been guided by a 
sense of moral right which tolerates the ern- 
ployrnent only of those means that will bear 
the most rigid examination. by a fairness 
of intention that neither seeks nor requires 
disguise. I t  is but just and merited praise 
to say of Mr. Moore that as a business man 
he ranks with the ablest, as a citizen he is 
honorable, prompt and true to every duty. 
and as a man he has the honor and esteem 
of all classes of people. 

JOHK H. PETTEGREJV. 

John H. Pettegrew, an honored 1-eteran 
of the Civil 11-ar, has been equally loyal to 
his country in private life and in civil ser- 
\-ice. For tu-enty-three years he was dep- 
uty sheriff of Vermilion county, has filled 
the office of constable and is now one of the 
assistant county supervisors. He resides at 
his home at So. 82 Columbus street, in 
Danville, having retired from farm life, 
which for many pears occupied his atten- 
tion. He n-as born in Ohio, March 22, 

183 I .  and is a son of Dr. Ezekiel and Eme- 
line (Beach) Pettegren-. His father was 
born near La\\-renceburg, Indiana, and pur- 
sued a medical education, after which he 
engaged in practice in his native town and 
also in Scott county, Indiana. Subse- 
q~~ently he removed to Coles county. Illi- 
nois. \\-here he practiced for seven years 
and then 11-ent to lTerrnilion county. In- 
diana. where he continued his professional 
work until his life's labors were ended in 
death. His wife also passed away in that 
place. In their family \%-ere eight children, 
three of 11-horn are yet living: John H.. of 
this review; Daniel. a resident farmer of 
Lincoln county. Oklahoma: and Margaret 
who is the \vidoiv of \Villiam Coatney 
and lives in Danville. 

John 11. Pettegrew accompanied his 
parents on their various removals during his 
youth and acquired a common-school edu- 
cation. He was about twenty years of age 
when he left home and came to Vermilion 
county. Illinois. He engaged in farming 
in Danville to~vnship in 1852 and followed 
that pursuit continuously for a quarter of 
a century, carefully cultivating his fields 
and caring for his crops until han-ests \%-ere 
garnered in the late autumn and the sale of 
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his products brought to him a creditable and filled that ps i t ion  for two years. H e  
financial return for hi< labors. While re- was then chosen first deputy sheriff under 

- siding upon the farm Mr. Pettegrew chose Joseph N. Payton and filled that office 
a companion and helpmate for life's jour- continuously for twenty-three years under 
ney. He wedded Miss Elsie Luddington the various sheriffs of the county. He was 
and they lived happily together for a nurn- prompt and fearless in the discharge of his 
ber of years, but the wife was at length duties and stood as a faithful defender of 
called to  the home beyond. There were law and order. On his retirement from 
four children born of that marriage: John office he purchased, a farm of one hundred 
T., a farmer who now resides in George- and sixty acres on section 2, Georgetown 
town township; Daniel, who is living in In- township and there resided for twenty-one 
diana; Clara, deceased; and one that died years, devoting his energies to the cultiva- 
in infancy. For his second wife Mr. Pet- tion of his fields. In February, 1899, how- 
tegrew chose Miss Susan Bullion, with ever, his son took charge of the farm, al- 
whom he is now living. Unto them have though Mr. Pettegre.vv still remains its 
been born six children, but Clara, the eld- owner. He then returned to the city, where 
kt, died in childhood. Marion is now he is now living a retired life. At the pres- 
clerking in a store in Himrod, this county. ent time he is filling the position of assist- 

- Charles is in the employ of the Nimrod ant county supenrisor, having served for  
Coal Company of that place. Mary is the several terms in this office. He takes a 
wife of Charles Rice, a resident of Park deep and active interest in political affilia- 
county, Indiana. William married Anna tions, keeps well informed on the issues of 
Stuebe and is living in Georgetown town- the day, and always votes with the Republi- 
ship. Park is a laborer of Danville. can party. Both he and his wife are mem- 

After his marriage Mr. Pettegrew set- bers of the Methodist Episoopal church of 
tled on a farm near Newport, Vermilion Georgetown township. Mr. Pettegrenr 
county, where he lived for six months. He paid four hundred dollars on that .. church, 
then removed to Danville, where he was He has aIways been liberal in his support 
employed as a laborer and teamster until the of church and charitable work and his ef- 
Civil war broke out. He watched with in- forts have been effective in this directi~n, 
terest the progress of events for a few In his business affairs he has prospered and 
months and then, feeling that his duty was is now one of the well-to-do citizens of 
to his country, he joined the army on the Danville. He owns a nice residence at Xo. 
4th of Augtlst, 1861, as a member of Com- 82 Columbus street. and there hospitality 
pany F, Thirty-fifth Illinois Infantry, un- abounds. The members of his household 
der Captain Keith and Colonel Smith. On have many warn1 friends in the community 
account of physical disability, however, he and like Mr. Pettegrew are held in high es- 
was discharged at ~ o l l a ,  Missouri, in De- teem. He has long been in public service 
cember, 1861. .He then returned to Dan- and over the record of his official caregr 
+lie, where he was engaged in teaming for there falls no shadow of wrong or suspicion 
a year, after .which he was elected constable of evil.' 
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'V\rILLIAhL D. KUYKENDALL. 

Among the large land owners of Ver- 
milion county is numbered William D. Kuy- 
kendall, who resides on section I, Middle- 
fork township. He has a wide acquaint- 
ance in this portion of the state, his business 
interests having brought him in contact with 
many, while his social qualities have made 
him a popular citizen. He is a native of 
Virginia, his birth having occurred in 
Hampshire county, now West Virginia, 
Febnlary I r , I 83 I. His father, Luke Kuy- 
kendall, was born in the same county in 
1812, and the grandfather, Isaac Kuyken- 
dall, was a native of the Old Dominion, 
where the family was established at an early 
epoch in the development of the state. Luke 
Kuykendall was reared in the place of his 
nativity and was there nlarried to Elizabeth 
MTelch, a native of the same locality. He 
was a farmer of Iiampshire county for some 
years and afterward determined to seek a 
home in the far west, removing to Tippeca- 
noe county. Indiana, about 1852. There he 
resided for a number of years, after which 
he came to Illinois. the place of his destina- 
tion being Vermilion county, where he lo- 
cated in 1860, his home being near Potomac. 
I-Ie TVCZS not long permitted to enjoy his new 
place of residence, for his death occurred 
ere a year had passed. 

In Hampshire county. IVest Virginia. 
William D. Kuykendall of this review was 
reared to manhood, receiving good educa- 
tional privileges in the common and higher 
schools. 'IVith the family he removed to 
the n-est and in 18;s he came to Vermilion 
county, Illinois. Here he rented a farm for 
several years aind after the war of the Re- 
bellion he purchased his first land, becom- 
ing the owner of a tract in Blount town- 
ship, comprising one hundred acres. This 

was an improved farm ghich he further d e  
veloped for one year and then removing to 
Danville he was there en,-ed in the liv? 
ery business with his brother Jacob, who is 
still a liveryman of that place. Their asso- 
ciation was maintained for eighteen years 
and'then Mi. Kuykendall of this review sold 
his interest, although he is still the own& 
of a half interest in the brick barn in which' 
his brother continues to conduct his stable 
While in Danville our subject purchased 
property and built two good brick livery 
barns. The first one, hou-ever, was de- 
stroyed by fire, but with characteristic en- 
ergy he replaced it by one which is still 
standing. in  1889 Mr. Kuykendall re- 
moved from the city to the farm where he 
now resides, on section I, Middlefork town- 
ship. Here he has erected a large brick res-' 
idence, which is one of the substantial homes 
of the county. He also has good barns and 
sheds for the shelter of grain and stock and 
the latest improved n~achinery facilitates the 
farm 11-ork. He has planted fruit and shade 
trees and shubbery and has carried on the 
work of improvement on the home place un- 
til his farm is one o i  the finest of the town- 
ship and stands as a nionument of the enter- 
prise and labor of the owner. Mr. Kuyken: 
dall has to-day one thousand acres of well 
improved land in Vernlilion county and his 
possessions are the visible evidence of his 
life of earnest and honorable toil. 

In 1862 hIr. Kuykendall \vent to Frank- 
lin county, Ohio. where he was married to 
lliss Emily J. Golliday: a native of the 
Buckeye state. her death occurring in Ver- 
milion county about 1870. They had two 
children : Frank, 11-ho is married and r& 
sides in Danville; and Susan Jane, the wife 
of Jay Freese, of Ogden. Illinois. In Ver- 
milion corulty Mr. Kuykendall mas a& 
married, in 1876, his second union being 
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with Miss Martha J. Smith, a daughter of 
John Smith, a native of England,' who came 
to Illinois when the work of improvement 
and progress here was just begun. The 
daughter was born and educated in this 
co~mty and by her marriage has become the 
mother of two children, Jacob S. and Mae 
A. The fonner is married and now fol- 
lows farming in h'Iiddlefork township. 

At local elections, where no issue is in- 
volved Mr. Kuykendall votes independently, 
his ballot being deposited in accordance with 
his faith in the capability of the candidate. 
In national affairs he was for many years a 
Democrat, but at the two last presidential 
elections he voted ior William McKinley. 
He  is a believer in prosperity and expansion 
and thinks that the work of the Republican 
party has furthered both during the last two 
presidential administrations. Matters of 
public improvement. promoting the gro\vtI~ 
and upbuilding of his locality have also re- 
ceived his endorsement and co-operation 
during the forty-four years of his residence 
in Vermilion county. He is well known in 
Danville and in Potomac, also in outlying 
districts of the county and his genial and 
social manner has gained for him w a y  
warm friends. His business interests have 
ever been capably conducted along lines 
leading to success and to-day among the 
prosperous agriculturists he is classed. 

JAMES &I. DOUGHERTY. 

The record of an honorable life should 
ever be a source of inspiration and encour- 
agement, and the history of James M. 
Dougherty is we11 worthy of emulation for 
he always lived so as to command the c o d *  
dence and good 1%-ill of his fellow men. He  

was true to high moral principles and his 
high moral character and rectitude of action, 
his unquestioned probity as well as his busi- 
ness ability made him a valued citizen of 
Vermi!icn county. 

He  was born in Brown county. Ohio, 
April 28, 1829. His father, James Dough- 
erty, was also a native of the Buckeye state, 
and in Brown county wedded Mary Kirk- 
patrick. who was there born and reared. 
The great-grandfather of our subject was 
of Scotch-Trish descent and \\-as born in 
Scotland. Desiring to become a resident of 
the new- 11-orld he crossed the Atlantic to 
Maryland and at the time the colonies at- 
tempted to throw off the yoke of British op- 
pression he joined the American army and 
under General Mrashington fought for the 
independence of the nation until the glorious 
restllt was achieved. His son. Francis 
Doughterty, the grandfather of our subject, 
was born in Maryland and emigrating west- 
ward took up his abode in Ohio. Subse- 
quently he came to Illinois in 1830 and was 
one of the extensive landholders of this lo- 
cality. 1-3s four sons, including the father 
of our subject, then came to the west and 
cultivated the land which Francis Dougherty 
had purchased. Here he died in Septenlber, 
1860, and his wife, n-110 bore the maiden 
name of Christian Iiill, and whose inother 
was the daughter of an English lord, passed 
away in 1851. In addition to the four sons 
already mentioned they had four daughters 
who also came to Vernlilion county. These 
children were as follo\i-s : Alexander died 
in Vermilion county in 1888. He had mar- 
ried Jane Kirkpatrick who died in 1862, 
they had three daughters and one son, Jesse, 
whose death occ~~rred while he was serving 
in the Civil war. Elizabeth became the wife 
of Mr. Ferrier, who died in Vermilion coun- 
ty in 1836. Later, she married Samuel 
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Gilbert. whose death occurred in the '50s. 
Mrs. Gilbert passed away about 1867. leav- 
ing four children. all of whom are now- de- 
ceased. James, the father of our subject. 
was the third of the familq-. Xalinda be- 
came the wife of IVilliam Leeper and they 
resided in Eloomington. Illinois. but both are 
noxv decczsed. Thev left three sons and 
three daughters, and two of the sons and the 
daughters are yet living. namelq- : Mar- 
garet. \\-110 is matron of the Young \C70men's 
Christian Association. of Chicago : Eliza- 
beth. the wife of Dr. 11-allace. of Decatur; 
Charles, a resident of Sex- 1-ork ; and 1Vill- 
iam, of Minneapolis. 3Iaybaq- wedded 
Nancy Hickman and resided in Vermilion 
county until his death which occurred in 
1840. He  left a son and three daughters, 
the latter all yet residents of this county. 
P4arga1-et became the wife of Ira Butler and 
made her home in Vermilion county utltil 
her death, \\-hen she left two children of 
whom one is yet living. Samt~el married 
Jane Dalby and has also passed away. H e  
resided in this county and had four claugll- 
ters and three sons. of whom three claugh- 
ters and one son, Benjamin, are yet living. 
Nancy, the youngest member of the family 
of Francis Dou,oherty. died at the age of 
thirty years. 

James Dougherty. the father of our sub- 
ject, came to Illinois in 1833. locating in 
Vermilion county, but was not long per- 
mitted to enjoy his nen7 home. his death oc- 
curring in 183 j. while llis wife passed away 
in 1834. He  was a \Vhig in his political 
views and was a member of the Methodist 
Episcopal church. Of his family of four 
sons and one daughter \ve give the ~~~~~~~ing 
record : Francis married Dassa Boggess, 
and she died leaving one child 11-110 has since 
passed away. H e  aftenvard married Susan 
Taylor, who died leax-ing nine children; 

- .  - -  - 

k l a r c ~ ~ ,  a resident of Shallnee. Oklahoma; 
Milton, of Kincaid. Kansas; Louis and Al- 
vin, prominent merchants who reside in 
Logan. Kansas : Elizabeth. the wife of Sam- 
uel Parrish, of Missouri : Marietta. of Kin- 
caid. Kansas : Lilly. the wife of John Invin, 
who resides near Kincaid: James -4.. a trav- 
eling salesman residing in Portland, Ore- 
gon: and Jennie, now deceased. -After the 
death of Susan Taylor, Francis Dougherty 
u-etlded Belle 3IcKeil and is now living in 
Kincaid. Kansas. They had four children, 
three of 11-llom survive: Lyman, a traveling 
salesman representing a St. Joseph. 9Iis- 
souri. house; Cllarles. \ ~ - l ~ o  is living near 
Kincaid : and Francis. \1-110 resides with his 
father. Kirkpatrick died at the age of one 
year. John Doughertj-. the second member 
of the fanlily of Jaliles and Man- (Kirkpat- 
rick) Do~lgl~erty, \veclcled 3larpre t  Cheno- 
wet11 and after her death 11-dded Cida 
Graves. He has since died ancl his n-idoiv is 
residing in 1;airinount. Of this union there 
were two daughters ancl three sons : Law- 
rence and Joseph, ~vlio are living in Buena 
Vista, C'olnrado; llolly, the \vidou- of Dr. 
LVright, and a resident of Danville; and 
Berta. of Fainnount. Charles. the young- 
est child, died in 1873. Janles 11. Dougherty 
is the thircl member of the family. Joseph, 
no\\- deceaseti. marrietl Louisa Sel-ille. and 
they hat1 two sons. of \\-11om one is living. 
Alfred. of Lincoln. Iilinois. Ed~vin's death 
occurretl in ~Sgo. Mary Dougherty died a t  
the age of sixteen years in the year 1841. 

lames 3i. Dougllerty began his education 
in the usl~al style of schooll~ouse of the 
period. bllilt cf he~ved logs. furnislled with 
slab seats and lighted by greased paper win- 
doivs. This building stood at  the northeast 
corner of \\;hat is now the llomestead farm. 
His opportunities, ho~vever. like those of 
other early settlers, were very limited and his 
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education was largely acquired in the prac- 
tical school of experience. His father hav- 
ing died when he was six years of age, he 
lived with his grandfather, Francis Dough- 
crty, and worked upon the Pam. After the 
grandfather's death he n~anaged the prop- 
erty, and he inherited forty acres of timber- 
land from his father, and pur,chased eighty 
acres of prairie land, thus becoming the 
owner of a gcod iann. Later he traded his 
eighty acres for a valuable tract of land in 
Vance-tot'c.~ship, and in order to further 
complete his arrangements for having a 
home of his own iMr. Dougherty was mar- 
ried March 30, 1854, near Catlin, to Sarepta 
Jane Taylor, who was born in Tippecanoe 
county, Indiana, September 5, 1837. Her 
father, Thornas -4. Taylor, was a son of 
Harrison Taylor and a descendant of Zach- 
ary Taylor. He 1vas a native of Virginia, 
whence he removed to Kentucky and there 
died. His wife bore the maiden name of 
Elizabeth Allen, and also died in Kentucky. 
They were the parents of four sons and four 
daughters, all now deceased. Thomas Tay- 
lor was born in Kentucky, and in Tippecanoe 
county, Indiana, he married Iva Allen, whose 
birth occurred in Bourbon county, Kentucky. 
They began their domestic life in Tippecanoe 
cotmty, Indiana, where Mr. Taylor follotved 
the tanner's trade and farming. In 1853 he 
came to Vermilion county, purchasing five 
hundred acres of land, which he continued to 
cultivate 1:ntil his death, which occurred 
September 20, 1876. His wife died Decern- 
ber 3, 1893. In politics Mr. Taylor was first 
a Whig ancl afterward a Republican, and in 
religioas faith he was a Cumberland Presby- 
terian. 

At the time of their marriage Mr. 
Dougherty and his wife lived in a double log 
house on their eighty acres of land i; Vance 
township, arid he afterward purchased an 

ac?clitional tract of eighty acres. In 1864 
they rernox-ed to Fairn~ount, where he en- 
gaged in the livery business for three years. 
He next purchased what is now the home- 
stead farm of about three hundred acres, re- 
siding thereon for two years. On account of 
his ouTn ill health ancl his desire to give his 
children better educational privileges he then 
removed to Danville, where for a time he was 
engaged in the butchering business. In cm- 
nection xvith Benjamin Crane he built the 
Arlington %&el in 1876, it being opened 
with impressive ceremonies on the 4th of 
July of the centennial year. In the fall of 
1876, however, Mr. Dougherty left Dan- 
ville and through the succeeding year lived 
in Fairmount, after which he erected a hand- 
some and comniodious residence upon his 
farm, taking up his abode there. It contin- 
ued to be his place of residence until his 
death, which occurred January 14, 1889, 
ancl he was laid to rest in Dougherty ceme- 
tery. 

The marriage of Mr. and Mrs. Do~lgh- 
erty \\-as blessed by the birth of six children : 
Mary. horn February 26, 18 j;, died October 
23,  18Go. Eninla, born June 28, 1857. was 
married October 16. 1894, to H. Jester 
Stearns, ancl they reside on a farm near Man- 
son, Iowa. They have one son, Dorrance. 
For several years Mrs. Stearns served as a 
:hool director. Eva Frances. born May 22, 

1560, became the n-ife of IVilliam Pankey, 
June 23.  1S86, and they resicle in Danville 
with their three children, Loyette, Dwight 
and Lorton. LViIliam Pankey is an attor- 
ney and manager of the Vermilion County 
Abstract Company. Alfred A., born January 
29, I 863, died September 2 j, I 864. Maud L., 
born June 3, 1866, resides with her mother. 
Clara Kirkpatrick, born Atlpst  25, 1869, 
was married December 28, 1894, to Dr. A. 
H. Leitzbach, of Fairmount. They have one 
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daughter, Elizabeth. Miss Maude possesses 
excqtional artistic ability and was educated 
in her art under Professor Aulich, of Chi- 
cago. She studied miniature work with Miss 
Cecile Payen, of Kew York. She also fur- 
ther prepared herself in this direction at the 
Julian Art Acadeniy, in Paris, France. On 
accolmt of ill health she is unable to devote 
her time to teaching, as she had hoped to 
do, but she still gives considerable attention 
to painting. 

In his political views Ja~lies M. Dough- 
erty was first a Whig, afterward a Republi- 
can and later a Prohibitionist. He served as 
a canclidzte for representative from his dis- 
trict and succeecled in polling a large vote 
which made his defeat almost a victory. He 
held a nunlber of township offices, the duties 
of \\;hich he discharged with marked prompt- 
ness and fidelity. He was a member of the 
Presbyterian church, served as elder of the 
church of that denomination in Danville for 
three years, and occupied a similar position 
in Fairmount. He was very charitable and 
generous, a consistent Christian man whose 
life was noble, whose motives were honor- 
able, and ~vhose actions were manly and sin- 
cere. 

A - 

JOHN P. S\V-ASK. 

Among the su~bstantial iarnlers of Ver- 
milion county who have helped de~elop its 
natural resources and make it what it is to- 
day-one  of the richest counties of the 
great state of Illinois-is numbered John 
P. Swank, now deceased. He was born in 
Indianola, Illinois, December I 8, I 824. 
His parents were Ohio people who emigrat- 
ed to Vermilio~l county, Illinois. at a very 
early date in the history of the county. 

They became pioneers of the cotmty and 
contributed much to the growth and prog- 
ress of their community. Mr. Swank had 
three brothers, and four sisters, and one 
brother and one sister are living in Kansas, 

In the public schools of Carroll towin- 
ship Mr. Swank \\-as educated. He was 
reared on the home farm, early becoming 
familiar with the work of field and meadow-. 
and thus acquiring a practical knowledge 
of the occupation which afterward became 
his life work. He was united in marriage 
to Miss Phebe Dickson, February 18, 185 I, 

at Indianola, Illinois. She -cr-as born in In- 
dianola. May 17, 1829. and is a daughter of 
John and Elizabeth (Doyle) Dickson, both 
of whom were born near Louisville, Ken- 
tucky. They were the parents of the fol- 
lowing children : Nancy Dickson Hub- 
bard, now deceased: Mrs. Swank; Mary 
Jane, deceased ; Simon, who died in the ser- 
vice of his country, being killed in the Civil 
war in 1863 ; James, a farmer of Fair- 
mount, Illinois, who is living with his son, 
his wife, Amanda (Shepherd) Dickson be- 
ing deceased; and Elizabeth, who died in 
early girlhood. Unto Mr. and Mrs. Sivank 
were born the folio\\-ing sons and claugh- 
ters: ,Albert D. is a farmer residing at  
Collison. Illinois. He married Sarah 
Smart and they have one daugliter, Pearl, 
who is noted as a successful trained nurse. 
He is fifty years of age. Gilbert E.. aged 
forty-eight years. lives on a farm near In- 
dianola. He married Emma Carter. who 
died some years ago, and he aftenvard was 
married to -Anna Poindester. Of this mar- 
riage there was born one child. Zelda. who 
is now nine years of age. Robert P., aged 
forty-six years. is a farmer of Indianola. He 
married Mary Dickson. -4lice is the wife of J. 
Han-ey Patterson. They have one lovely 
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child, Ercell, aged nine years. Edward, aged 
forty-one years, is a resident farmer of In- 
dianola. He was ufiited in marriage 
to Drusilla Lane, and is the fifth and 
youngest child in the family. I n  his poli- 
tical views Mr. Swank was a Democrat, 
and his sons all followed his belief and are 
all adherents to the cause of that party and 
its principles. In his life Mr. Swank ex- 
emplified the spirit of true manliness and he 
was highly regarded by all with whom he 
was associated. This was not because of 
his position as a leading and substantial 
man of the community, but because his 
character was so upright and honorable that 
they could not fail to respect and admire 
him. When he died he was laid to rest in 
Woodlawn cemetery, at  Indianola. His 
death occurred June 8, 1894, and -many 
friends besides the immediate family 
mourned his loss. Mrs. Swank makes her 
home on the old place at Indianola, and in 
her declining years she is being tenderly 
cared for by her children. The old age of a 
man or woman who have spent life rightly, 
is always beautiful to contemplate. Mrs. 
Sw-ank has done this, and she receives the 
reverence and love of all who know her. 

GEORGE W. REILLY. 

The energies and efforts of George W. 
Reilly have been exerted along lines which 
have proven of benefit to his fellow men 
and he is well known as a prominent manu- 
facturer, church worker and also as a lead- 
ing representative of the fraternal order of 
the Modern Woodmen of America. His 
l a b r s  in each direction have brought to him 
a wide acquaintance and he has accomplished 

much in each line of activity so that he ~vell 
deserves mention among the leading and 
representative men of Danville and Vermil- 
ion county, where he has made his home 
since the fall of 1568. 

Mr. Reilly was born in Lafayette, In- 
diana, &fay 11, 1852. His father, Luke 
Reilly, was a native of Ireland and spent his 
youth on the Emerald Isle. He sailed for 
the new world in 1830- He was a lawyer 
by profession, and, locating in Lafayette, 
he there engaged in practice until I 868, dur- 
ing ~vkich time he was also elected and 
served as states attorney. In the year men- 
tioned he came to Danville where he opened 
a law office and soon became known as one 
of the able and distinguished members of 
the bar at this place. For many years he en- 
joyed .a. large clientage which was indicative 
of the skill which he manifested in his pro- 
fession. His last clays were spent in Dan- 
ville, where he passed away at the ripe old 
age of eighty-four years in 1897. 

George \V. Reilly was reared in this city 
and pursued his education in the Danville 
schools. After putting aside his text books 
he learned the harness maker's trade, which 
he afterward followed as a journeyman for 
several years. Subsequently he became fore- 
man of a large manufacturing establish- 
ment. acting in that capacity for eight years, 
when he began manufacturing on his own 
account and continued the business with 
signal success until 1 9 1 ,  when he retired 
from active business life. 

Politically Mr. ReilJy has been a life 
long Republican, his first vote having been 
cast for Rutherford B. Hayes in 1876, while 
each presidential nominee of the party since 
that time has also received his support. He 
is quite active in local politics, but the honors 
and emoluments of public office have had 
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no attraction for him personally. He was, 
however, solicited to become a candidate for 
supervisor in 1898, and, consenting, he was 
elected to the office and served for tiyo 
years. He established during that time a 
system of records unlike what had been be- 
fore used. The expenditures previous to this 
time had, been very extravagant and during 
his term of service he saved to the county 
twenty-two thousand five hundred and eigh- 
teen dollars. He was also president of the 
town board, occupying that position for two 
years and on the expiration of his term he 
declined further political honors. 

Mr. Reilly joined the Modem Woodmen 
in 1886, becoming a member of the local 
camp and at once taking active part in its 
work. He was instrumental in increasing 
its membership from eighteen to six hun- 
dred and for twelve years he served as courr- 
sel. In 1890 he was elected a delegate to 
the head camp and continued a member of 
every head camp until 1901. I11 that year 
he was elected a member of the board of di- 
rectors, a very responsible position and has 
since given his entire time to the order. This 
board pays out from five to sis  thousand 
dollars per month and the sum 15 constantly 
increasing as the membership of the fra- 
ternity grows. Mr. Reilly has firm faith 
and deep interest in the order, realizing how 
valuable it is as an insurance organization. 
protecting its members in illness and pro- 
viding for their families at death. He is 
justly proud of what the society has already 
accomplished and 11e has contribtrted in no 
small degree to this result. He also belongs 
to Danville Lodge No. 69, I. 0. 0. F., in 
which he served as financial secretary for 
four years. He  likewise belongs to the en- 
campment of that order and both he and 
his wife are connected with the Rebecca de- 

gee. He is a member of the Tribe of Ben . 

Hur, of the Court of Honor and is a mern- 
ber of the auditing board of the supreme 
court of the last named organization. He has 
filled many positions of honor and trust anL 
to whatever office he has been called he has 
b e ~ l  found faithful, diligent and efficient. 

Mr. Reilly mas married in Danrille, So- 
vember 1. 1874 to Miss Amanda Decker, 
a native of Hancock county, Ohio, and a 
daughter of Jeremiah Decker, \vho removecl 
from the Buckeye state to Iroquois county, 
Illinois, locating near lVatseka, where lllrs 
Reilly was reared. Her father died when 
she was only five years of age and she then 
lived with her grandfather in Iroquois county 
until sixteen years of age. l ihen  a young 
lady she came to Danville, further pursued 
her education here and in this city gave her 
hand in marriage. to the subject of this re- 
view. ' Unto them have been born seven 
children. Gordon L., a business man of 
this city, is married and has one daughter. 
Edna. Louie C. is a stenographer holding 
a position in the head office of the IVoodn~en 
fraternity of Rock Island. Walter S., Irma. 
Georgie and Helen are at home. They also, 
lost one son, George William, who died in 
1878 at the age of two years. The parents 
belong to the Kimber Methodist Episcopai 
church and for several years Mr. Reilly mas 
superintendent of the Sunday-school, \\-hich 
for three years was the largest Sunday- 
school of the city, owing to his earnest and 
indefatigable efforts in its behalf. He has 
erected three residences in Danville and has 
aided in improving the city along many 
lines. A man of strong purpose, of indubit- 
able probity, of marked devotion to any- 
cause which he espouses, he has at all h e s  
and in all places commanded the respect and 
confidence of his fellow men. 
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THOMAS A. EIOLVARD. 

Thomas A. Howard, who born in 
West Virginia, January 4, 1852, is a son of 
J. W. and Sarah (Adams) Howard, who 
were natives of Virginia and were there 
married. Our subject was the third in order 
of birth In the fanlily of three children and 
was educated in Iowa and in Vermilion 
couilty, Illinois, while upon his father's 
farm he was reared, working in the fields 
through the months of summer and attend- 
ing school through the winter seasons. At 
the age of twenty-one he engaged in farm- 
ing on his o m  account and about 1880 he 
turned his attention to the confectionery 
business, which he conducted for a time and 
then established a meat market which he 
carried on for two years. H e  built the first 
two--story building in Fairmount and en- 
tered the grocery trade, being identified with 
that line of commercial activity until 1901. 
In his various business enterprises he has 
been successful, carefully controlling his af- 
fairs and with keen foresight and energy 
conducting his interests ~tntil they have been 
made to yield to him a good return. 

On the 11th of October, 1881, Mr. 
Howard was united in marriage to Miss Ju- 
lia Lee, who was born in Vermilion county, 
September 25, 18 j j, a daughter of John and 
Elizabeth Jane (Saddler) Lee, both of 
whom are natives of West Virginia and be- 
came pioneer settlers of Vermilion county. 
Mrs. .Howard was the third. of their 
nine children and pursued her education in 
the public schools until she had entered upon 
the work of. the senior. year. She is an artist 
of exceptional ability, displaying particular 
skill in oil paintings, whereby .she has won 
several- pralriums .at the various fairs in Ho- 
mer and in Danville. She has engaged in 
teaching art for.severa1 years and a number 

of beautiful paintings of her production 
adorn the walls of her home. Unto Mr. and 
Mrs. Howard have been born two children : 
Lottie Lee, who was married in June, 1900, 
to Thomas Hughes, of Faimount; and Jo- 
seph Conrad, who is now thirteen years of 
age and is a student in the Fairmount 
schools. In his political views Mr. Howard 
is a Reptthlican and is recognized as one of 
the leaders of his party in this locality. 
Called to public office by the vote of his fel- 
low townsmen, he sefied for two years on 
the board of aldermen and is now serving 
his second term as mayor of Fairmount, his 
re-election being indicative of his loyalty 
and efficient service. The cause of educa- 
tion has also found in him a warm friend 
and his co-operation in behalf of the schools 
has been of marked benefit. He is a liberal 
contributor toward the erection of the Bap- 
tist churcli now being constructed, and 
everything pertaining to the general good 
has found in him a friend, in fact, he has 
been a co-operant factor in whatever tends 
to advance the general welfare. He belongs 
to the blue lodge of Masons in Fairmount, 
in which he has passed all of the chairs and 
is also a member of the Modem Woodmen 
Camp and the Court of Honor. Both he and 
his wife hold membership in the Baptist 
church and take an active interest in its 
work, Mrs. Howard serving as a teacher in 
the Sunday-school and as leader of the choir 
for a number of years. Mr. Howard can go 
back in memory to the pioneer epoch in the 
history of Vermilion county when the deer 
ran over the hills and when lesser wild game 
was to be had in abundance. This country 
was all wilcl, open prairie and the trees and 
bushes were the native growth. Mr. How- 
ard has always greatly enjoyed hunting and 
has. killed many deer, bears and wild cats. 
A witness of the growth of the county he 
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has seen it advance from its pioneer condi- 
tions to take its place with the leading coun- 
ties of this great commonwealth, and what- 
ever has been of benefit to the community 
has received his endorsement. 

JOHN ill. CUSTER. 

John hl. Custer, who is now- practically 
living a retired life after a long and honor- 
able connection with business affairs in 
which he gained for himself a handsome 
competence, was born in Putnam county 
West Virginia, on the 3d of April, 1831. 
He is a son of John Af. Custer, who was a 
farmer by occupation and was born and 
reared in eastern Virginia. On leaving the 
Old Dominion the father emigrated west- 
ward to Champaign county, Illinois, set- 
tling in Homer in the '60s~ but he was not 
long permitted to enjoy his new place of 
residence, his death occurring the following 
year. His wife, who bore the maiden name 
of Mary Brown and who was of English 
lineage, died when her son John was a boy 
of only ten years. There were six children 
by that marriage. The sisters are all now 
deceased, while the brothers of our subject 
are M. B. and Edward Custer, both well 
known farmers. After the death of his first 
wife John I\I. Custer, the father of our sub- 
ject, was married in Ohio to Mrs. Eliza- 
beth Meyers, who died in Urbana, Illinois, 
in 1902. 

The subject of this review began his 
education in a log schoolhouse with a.dirt 
floorr, split puncheon benches and greased 
paper windows, while the immense fireplace 
that occupied one end of the room, was 
built of mud and sticks. He received only- 

limited educational privileges but in the 
school of experience he learned many valu- 
able lessons. In his early youth he worked 
in field and meadow, assisting his father on 
the home farm until he was eighteen years 
of age, when he made his way to Homer, 
Champaign county, Illinois. There he went 
to school for one year and followed farm- 
ing as a laborer for some time. On the 20th 
of April, 18j8, he rented land and com- 
menced its cultivation on his ou-n acco~znt. 

On the aoth of April of that year Mr. 
Custer \\-as united in marriage to Miss 
Lauretta Long, 11-ho \\-as born in Vermilion 
county, October 30, 1840, her parents hav- 
ing located here at an early day. She was a 
daughter of J. C. and Philadelphia F., 
(Spicer) Long, the former a native of Ohio 
and the latter of Kentucky, their marriage, 
ho~vever, being celebrated in Georgetown, 
Illinois. In his early life the father was a 
blacksmith by trade, but became identified 
with the ministry of the Methodist Episco- 
pal church and labored in behalf of that de- 
nomination until his death, ~vhich occurred 
near urbana, Champaign county, in 1856. 
He \\-as a t  that time a member of the con- 
ference, although he helcl superannuated re- 
lations with it. His \\-iie died in 1869 and 
was buried in the Concord cemetery near 
Georgetown. 

At the time of his marriage Mr. Custer 
of this review was engaged in managing a 
hotel in Homer. In 1870 he removed to  

.South Danville, where he has since been en- 
gaged in the ice business and in farming. 
He owns fifty acres of land on the river 
bottom between Danville and South Dan- 
ville. He continued alone in the ice trade 
until .IS%, when he entered into partner- 
ship 11-ith John Beard. The firm now util-. 
izes eight wagons in the delivery of its pro- 
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duct -and its partners are regarded as the 
leading ice men of Danville. Their ice 
houses have a capacity of nine thousand 
tons and their trade is very extensive, the 
business constantly increasing. For several 
seasons Mr. Custer also engaged in tthe 
operating of coal mines on a small scale, 
working drift mines. To  a large extent he 
is living retired, although he is still inter- 
ested in the ice business and looks after his 
land. 

LTnto our subject and his wife have been 
born six children : Fannie, the wife of John 
Weaver, of Fairmount; Mrs. Luella Yount, 
of Homer; John C., who married Matilda 
Dickinson, of Danville, and is now manag- 
ing the ice business for the firm of Beard & 
Custer; Charles E., who is employed as a 
salesman by Isaac Stearns, of this city; May 
Viola, who is making a specialty of the 
study of vocal music; Gertrude. at home; 
and Jessie, who died at  the age of four 
years. 

In his political views Mr. Custer is a 
Republican and has several times been a 
member of the South Danville coun- 
cil. He belongs to Olive Branch Lodge, 
No. 38, F. & -4. 31.; to Chapter, No. 82, 
R. A. 31.; and to the commandery, No. 45, 
K. T. In his life he exemplifies the benev- 
olent spirit of the fraternity which is based 
upon mutual helpfulness and brotherly 
kindness. He is enterprising, intelligent. 
become one of the leading b~~siness men of 
honest man. Starting in life poor he has 
this city. His career has not been marked 
by business failure and vicissitudes, but by 
steady progress ahd straightforwardness. 
The methods which he adopted have been 
such as to lead to success and therefore he is 
now mabred to Eve in practical retirement 
with a comfortable competence to supply 

him with all the necessaries and many of the 
luxuries of life. He has passed the psalm. 
ist's allotted span of three score years and 
ten, being now seventy-two years of age, 
but he still manifests an active interest in 
the city where he has so long resided and 
the welfare and progress to which he has 
largely contributed through his active co- 
operation in behalf oi  measures for the gen- 
eral good. 

A A - - 
- - 

MICHzIEL KELLEY. 

-2 glance at the history of past centuries 
will indicate at once what \vould be the con- 
dition of the \\-orld if th; mining interests 
no longer had a part in the industrial and 
commercial life. Only a few centuries ago 
agriculture was almost the only occupation 
of man and the landed proprietor surround- 
ed himself with his tenants and his servants 
who tilled his broad fields, while he reaped 
the reward of their labors ; but when the rich 
mineral resources of the world were placed 
upon the market, industry found its way intq 
newer and broader fields ; minerals were used 
in the construction of hundreds of inventions 
and the business of nations was revolution- 
ized. When considering these facts we can 
in a measure determine the value to man- 
kind of the mining interests. One who is 
connected with the mineral resources of Illi- 
nois is Michael Kelley, who is one of the 
oldest if not the oldest coal dealer in this 
state, operating extensive mines and having 
contracts for supplying some of the largest 
industrial concerns of the country with coal. 

Mr. Kelley was born in Ireland in 1837 
and was twenty years of age when he crossed 
the Atlantic to America, arriving in New 
Ybrk on the 24th of July, 1857. He there 
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remained until October of the succeeding two thousand seven hundred men in the 
year and worked for the government on mines, and the output for 1903 will be a 
fortifications at  old Fort Schuyler on East little over two million one hundred and 
river. He afterward spent four months in fifty-four tons of coal. Probably no 
Pennsylvania and then came to Danville, in other resident in the county- has done so 
February, 1859. He was here employed in much for his fellotv men in the way of fur- 
a brickyard through one summer and the nishing employment and thus enabling 0th4 
next :-ear secured work in the coal mines ers to serve him and retain, their self-respect 
on the bluff, in 1860. As his earnest labors because they are self-supporting and inde- . 
brought to him some capital he resolved to pendent. He is now under contract to fur- 
engage in business for himself and purchased nish six hundred thousand tons of coal to  
a piece of land which is now included within the Standard Oil Company of Chicago each 
the city limits of Danville, being located near year and nine hundred thousand tons each 
the Children's Home. He sold three acres year to the Illinois Steel Company for use 
of this but a portion of it he still retains. in its plants in Chicago and Joliet. 
Mr. Kelley worked that place until about Mr. Kelleq- is generous of his means and 
eighteen years ago, when he bought twenty- those in need of assistance are often helped 
six acres of land on South Fork, three miles by him. He possesses a most benevolent 
from Danville, along the Chicago & Eastern and humanitarian spirit. He is now build- 
Illillois Railroad. He then sunk a mine to ing a brick schoolhouse at \I-estville which 
the depth of seventy feet and continued its will cost betlveen eight and ten thousand 
operation for ten years. I n  the meantime dollars. This \\-ill be a free school in charge 
he sunk several other mines in the same lo- of the Catholic sisters and \\-ill be given to 
cality. He now operates six mines, being the city. Mr. Kelley is a liberal supporter 
the largest mine operator in Vermilion coun- of churches of all denominations and gives 

ty. His output in ~ g o z  from two of his freely to enterprises calculated to prove of 
mines mas eight hundred thousand tons. He general good. In 1865. in Danville, was 
now owns in one body eight thousand acres celebrated the marriage of our subject and 
of land, on which he has six mines which Miss Mary Dunn, u-ho was born in the 
are in operation, while another is no-w being Empire state. They now have tu-o sons and 
started. As he has increased his business three daughters: Michael, who married 
along this line he has also extended his la- Birdie Podgett; Edward, who is engaged in 
bors into other fields of business activity, bookkeeping for his father: Nellie, Ruth 
14s efforts covering a wide scope. He built and Jennie, all at home. The family hare 
both the town of Kelleyville and IVestville ' an elegant home opposite the postoffice. the 
upon his land. The former was established former residence of Judge Davis. Mr. and 
without saloons and has been so continued. Mrs. Kelley lost one child, Mary. who was a 
Mr. Kelley owns three general stores in Kel- qaduate of the Catholic school at  Notre 
leyville. and one in IVestville. and he Dame. Indiana, who died in 1900, at the age 
owns about three hundred and fifty houses of twenty-four years. Tu-o daughters. 
in those places. He has another gen- Ruth and Jennie, are now students at St. 
era1 store in Danville. He emploxs about Mary's Academy, Notre Dame, Indiana. 

6 
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The family are communicants of the Cath- 
olic church. 

In his youth Mr. Kelley had very 
limited opportunities for acquiring an edu- 
cation or to gain a start in life. He says 
that when he came to Danville he had noth- 
ing but his health. That condition is a strong 
contrast to his present financial standing, 
for he today ranks among the wealthy men 
of this state. -411 this is dtte to his business 
ability, his enterprise and unremitting la- 
bor. His life has ever been a very busy one 
and that he has advanced beyond others 
on the road to success is due not to any in- 
herited fortune or to a cornbination of lucky 
circumstances, but is the direct rest&. of the 
exercise of qualities which may be culti- 
vated by all. His wealth has come to him 
from the discrimination and utilization of 
0:pporturrity and the most envious cannot 
grudge him his success, so honorably has it 
been won and so worthily used is it. 

SA&lUEi, W. RXUM. 

The three essential elements of success 
windustry, energy and ,intelligence-may 
be acquired by all. They do not come 
through hereditary tendencies, save in a la- 
tent form which must be developed through 
exercise; they cannot be received as a leg- 
acy; nor can they be purchased. They are 
a matter of acquirement through cultivation 
and thus in a country unhanlpered by caste 
or  class the road to success is open to all. 
SamieI \V. Baum may well be termed a self- 
made man, for while he stands to-day 
among the prosperous men of Vermilion 
county, he was at the outset of his business 
career empty-handed and dependent entire: 
ly upon his own exertions. He became a 

leading farmer and stock-raiser, also ex- 
tended his efforts into other fields of en- 
deavor and now he is living retired in the en- 
joyment of the competence which he has 
gained. 

R4r. Baum was born February 15, 1842, 
on the old fanlily homestead in Carroll 
township, Vermilion county, a son of Sam- 
uel and Sarah (Weaver) Baum. He be- 
gan his education in a little log schodhouse 
in Indianola and after a few weeks entered 
a sitbscription school &%ht in the old house 
that now stands beside the Baptist church. 
The teachers "boarded round" at the homes 
of the pupils. For ttvo summers he was un- 
der the instructio~i of a capable lady teacher. 
Later he attended only for about two and a 
half months in the winter season, but in la- 
ter years he cultivated a power of observing 
as well as a love of reading and thus he con- 
tinually broadened his knowledge, becoming 
a well informed man. His father believed 
in keeping the boys busy and thus he early 
became familiar with hard work. H e  
tvould break prairie with six yoke of oxen, 
turning a twenty-two inch furrotv. After 
his father's cieath he left home and was em- 
ployed for a time as a farm hand by the day. 
His younger brother remained at home and 
as they each had a horse they had bought 
they made a team, purchased a plow and set 
of harness and rented their father's farm 
from the executors. i'iiter farming togeth- , 

er for a year they borrowed some money 
and began buying yearling cattle, which they 
fed and gazed until they were three years 
old, when they fattened them and sold. The 
second year they both owned a team and re- 
mained on the farm. Their first crop 
brought eight and ten cents per bushel, but 
in war times prices advanced. 

When the estate was settled SamueI W: 
Baum received his share-eighty acres of 
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